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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION 


, The text of the first edition has been considerably 
enlarged, and the present volume is divided, for 
convenience, into two parts. In the second will 
be found an account of works practice and organisa- 
tion which conforms to the requirements of modern 
research. A chapter has been added ^on the some- 
what vexed question of the student’s training. 

The writer believing, that, if a similar book had 
been placed in his hands when he left college, he 
would have reaped an advantage, now passes this 
(Ae, in its present form, on to the student. 


The Author. 




*»REFACE TO FIRST EDITION 

. Modern science is based on the record of past 
^tivestigation. This condition must therefore apply 
chemistry, which is essentially an experiment^ 
Science. 

While original investigation remains an impor- 
tant factor in further progress, those engaged in any 
^ranch of science must have some knowledge of 
the general conditions under which such work has 
t>een undertaken in the past ; and realise that it can 
Only be undertaken by an investigator who has 
t'eached a stage in his development, at which he is 
^ble to think in terms of his science. He must 
oecome one with his work. 

A mere knowledge of facts and principles, how- 
over complete in itself, is an insufficient equipment. 
■A. student may possess this, and yet occupy an isolated 
position. Many who seem weU quaMed by examina- 
tion, or otherwise, fail in the initiation of such work, 
for they cannot make practical use of such knowledge 
and apply it to the further investigation of natural 
phenomena. 

Other important conditions are involved in work 
of this nature. They are of little account in the 
absence of this controlling factor, which brings with 
it the power of seeing into things and realising the 
relative iniportance of observations made under 
dlefinite conditions, and the correctness, and value, 
of any deductions arising from the same. 

An attempt has been made to state, in general 
terms, the conditions which have been regarded as 
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essential to success. The influence and importance 
of the results already obtained by investigation have 
been generally noticed, and the recent advance in 
the conditions of training and facilities for research 
has not been overlooked. 

The student must give special attention to the 
theoretical side of his science, and train his mind to 
discover in the recorded work of others, the con- 
ditions which have led to success; examining the 
,why and wherefore of each step, as it occurs in its 
natural, and therefore logical, sequence. 

Such intangible factors as mental outlook and 
personal qualifications can only be dealt with in a 
generd way, and then chiefly by reference to the 
^penence of past investigators. It is equally 
difficult to determine, from available data, to what 
extent these faculties may be developed, or actuaUy 
training. It is certain, however, that 
when theM are present, the battle has yet to be 
fought out m the laboratory, or works. 

An i^ight into such matters may be gained bv 
exami^g the results obtained by others. A 
^neral knowledge of the conditions involved must 
be posses^d by those who wish to succeed in the 
conduct of such work. In some cases a s™ of 
past investigation may be the simplest wav^ to 
secure this end. A sedich of this natme will ?ftS 
sugg^t the need for further investiffation an/l 

5 4ect-mS 

t)e secured bv the 
ph^omena, which may frorn^ ime 
to tune be observed m actual practice, particularlv 
wl^ the^ occur on an industry scale ^ 

A satisfactory knowledge of the conations which 

IS 
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Generally speaking, the laboratories of our leading 
colleges and technical institutions offer facilities for 
&e conduct of such work. When these are examined 
and considered, in conjunction with those which 
exist elsewhere, it is evident that still more attention 
will be paid to investigation of this nature. This 
must greatly influence, if not determine, the future 
of our industries, as well as our position in the 
scientific world. That this fact is being more and 
more realised is sufficiently obvious. 

It is hoped that the publication of this small 
work may induce the student to realise certain 
essential conditions which must necessarily govern 
his future work, and emphasise the value of those 
personal qualifications wmch can be recognised as 
influencing the work of investigators in the past. 


London. 


The Author. 
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PART I.— SCIENTIFIC FACT AND 
METHOD 


" PTAtfw man dropped the idea of concealing knowledge, 
'hemist gave place to chemist, and all that is worth having in 
\dem life, alt that makes it better and safer and more hopeful 
m the ancient life began/* — G. Wells. 




CHAPTER I 

NATURE OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE 


The chymUts are a strange class of mortals impelled 
by an almost tnsane impulse to seek their pleasure among 
smoke and v^our, soot and flame, poisons and poveriy^ yet 
am^g atl these evils I seem to live so sweeUy, that may X die 
if I would change places with the Persian Atnfi-."— I^ysica 
buntcaransea. ^ 

General Knowledge.— Oiir knowledge of the natural 
phenomena known to chemistiy, and the experimental 
sciences which have sprung from the latter in the 
course of its development, is confined within the 
range of our senses. In certain cases, this natural 
hrmt has been extended by the aid of instruments of 



knowledge has served a similar purpose 
The results obtained from a study of the conations 
which control, represent, or indicate, in accepted 
terms, such changes or phenomena have been 
brought to a state of orda and expressed in terms 
of so-called =^ws. In this way, many phenomena 
have been reduced to terms of definite comparison. 
A da^ification of the results thus obtained providS 
at ^ the work of the past is under continual 
re-examination in the light of further 

It is not posable to determine how far the con- 
cluaons amved at coixespond with the ultimate 
^ whether theL 

system of thought. Facts and phenomena, as we 
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realise them, may be so distorted in their expression 
or so partial in their nature, that the conclusion! 
arrived at may only outline actual fact as a shadou 
on the wall represents the substance. 

There is, however, a growing sense of security ir 
the value of modem methods of research, and a 
belief that these indicate, in some way, the nature 
of natural phenomena, even if they stiU fail to 
represent it in absolute terms. This conviction is 
based upon the nature of the evidence brought 
forward by the practical investigator. 

A h3rpothesis is accepted, and its use becomes 
general, when it offers an explanation of certain 
phenomena. It is specially received when its use 
IS a general one. It must always be remembered 
that the hypothesis is a “ mentally constructed and 
quite imaginary mechanism,” and that it may not 
in any way represent the actual conditions existing 
in nature. AU that can be said is that it would 
appear to be true, and that it is a useful aid in 
practical investigation. 

In the scientific examination of natural pheno- 
mena, the research is carried to the point where for 
the time beii^ further progress seems impossible, and 
where provisionally the results and generalisations 
secured are regarded as representing knowledge. 
An atom was so regarded until it was resolved into 
simpler units. The latter, in their turn, remain for 
the time being the accepted foundation of what is 
termed matter. 

acperimental Science.— rAn experimental science 
may be stated to be developed in relation to its 
power of direct measurement, that is to say, in 
the expression of its conclusions in quantitative 
terms. This explains the importance of some new 
scientific instrument, which enables us to increase 
knowledge on a quantitative basis. Such an in- 
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strument may have a great value in its applica- 
tion. An example of this might be seen in the 
receiving instrument in a wireless station where the 
exact record is obtained by the receiving of rays of 
certain wave length. 

The limits of scientific inquiry are quite definite. 
Science is concerned with the question how things 
take place ; it has never, in a single case, been able 
to explain why. There is no indication that we 
shall ever be able to answer the latter question. 
The first cause is unascertainable, and will probably 
remain so. To appreciate the why and wherefore 
of things, we should have to get outside our present 
system. This seems to present an impossible 
condition. The only alternative is that knowledge 
should come from the outside. Even then it is 
doubtful whether this could be expressed in our 
method of thought, which is so closely founded upon 
our own impressions. 

In the search after causes there is a distinct break 
in our experience. The former are beyond experience 
and thought. The curtain is down, and there is no 
certainty that it will ever be lifted. 

Uncertainty as to ultimate conditions need have 
no disturbing influence on the student’s mind, as 
to the value of the experimental method. Rather 
may the contrary effect be produced. The future 
programme before the chemist is sufficiently definite. 
Investigation must be continued and extended in 
every possible direction by the aid of experiment, 
carried to its utmost limit, and then compared with 
the results obtained in other branches of science. 

Knowledge gained by the aid of experiment is said 
to have been obtained by a process of induction. 
This may be, within certain limits, utilised to a 
further extent by a process of deduction. The 
ittempt to extend knowledge on lines of theory by 
jonsidering the nature of results which may reason- 
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ably be expected to follow under conditions equiva- 
lent to, or in extension of, those already dealt with, 
has been shown to have a definite value. 

By this method of reasoning future results may be 
anticipated ; results (inferred or foretold by such 
speculation) arrived at, and important conclusions 
obtained. The existence of unknown elements and 
their properties have been deduced and subsequently 
verified by experimental evidence. 

Such deductions have been shown to be fully 
justified as a means of progress. Conclusions based 
upon theory have been of considerable value as 
stepping-stones to a further advance, or the bridging 
in a temporary way, of gaps in the chain of experi- 
mental evidence. 

Direct and Indirect Knowledge. — ^At the same time 
a sharp line must be drawn between knowledge 
obtained by direct and indirect methods, which may 
be defined as of the first and second order respec- 
tively. When an investigation is based on theore- 
tical speculation, the results obtained must be of 
a convincing nature. They must be continually 
subjected to re-examination in the light of further 
experimental evidence and compared with any new 
facts, which may support, or oppose, the con- 
clusions originally arrived at. 

The student will always remember that a so-called 
fact is of no value except in its relation to other facts, 
and that as the latter are multiplied, or varied, its 
significance will be correspondingly changed. 

In the absence of any definite plan of action, a 
preliminary scaffolding, based on theory, may 
sometimes be erected. When the experimental 
results obtained do not conform to, or uphold this, it 
must be correspondingly modified, or replaced by 
one which agrees with further facts disclosed to 
the investigator. 
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Such a use of theoi^ is fully recognised. It serves 
a purpose by indicating new lines of research, which 
the results obtained by the investigator must either 
prove to be of value, or the reveiree. 

A hypothesis is defined by Mill as a supposition 
which may be made without actual evidence, or on 
evidence avowedly insTifiicient, in order that an 
attempt may be made to deduce from it conclusions 
in accordance with facts which are known to be true. 
When a hypothesis becomes well established it 
is regarded as a working hypothesis. 

^A^ere a general relationship is observed, as in 
the distillation of dilute solutions of fatty acids, 
where a definite relationship between rate of distilla- 
tion and molecular constitution can be traced, such 
results are conveniently referred to as regularities. 

The relative value of induction and deduction has 
been much discussed. The successful investigator 
must be prepared to make use of both methods, 
verif3ring all deduction by direct experiment (where 
this is possible) as the research opens out and 
progresses towards its logical conclusion. 

Chemical research is confined mainly to the study 
of changes which matter undergoes under definite 
conditions of strain, with an examination of products 
obtained, and the conditions ruling at the time. 
The examination is completed by the setting out of 
results in terms which suitably classify them. 

A record of such facts has Seen defined as " crude 
knowledge," which, in turn, may be regarded as the 
raw material of science. 

In economic research, a ^arch is made for the 
conditions which give greatest efficiency and the 
easiest methods of working which arc consistent with 
the same. 

Classification of Knowledge. — Knowledge is either 
generalised, or empirical. In the latter case it lias 
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not yet been expressed in teims which can be recog- 
nise^ or referred to any known cause or law. Facts 
of this nature are considered useless for the purpose 
of science, although they may have a definite value 
in the arts and manufactures. Where these exist 
there is a further call for an investigation of recognised 
conditions. Many pay special attention to these 
reactions, for they often suggest suitable subject- 
matter for further research. In the industrial 
world such phenomena are constantly met with — 
in many cases to be lightly passed over. Thus 
promising material for research is too often neglected 
for want of a suitable opportunity for investigation. 
As this undesirable position is met with in the works 
rather than in the laboratory, it is still prevalent in 
many directions. Under the stress of circumstances 
or through neglect, the connecting link between the 
passing observation and the means of examining it in 
detail is absent. 

Stages of Discovery. — ^It is doubtful whether the 
terms "pure” and "applied” research still serve 
a useful purpose. It is therefore suggested that 
these be replaced by " static ” and “ dynamic.” 

Under modem conditions, there is no real distinc- 
tion between- the methods employed in the different 
branches of research. A worker should be able to 
engage upon academic, or practical research with 
equal success, especially if any training he may have 
received in method 'has been supplemented or 
based upon a real knowledge in the underlying 
principles, which necessarily control practice. The 
aims of the workers may differ, but the imder- 
lying principles involved are of the same order. It 
is held that the main consideration is whether the 
results obtained are useful. If so, the process of 
discovery is complete. To call research ."pure” 
when it yields results which constitute cmde 
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knowledge, as it is termed, and “ applied ” when it 
yields knowledge which is immediately ttsefnl . is _ 
beside the mark. 

If, however, knowledge is regarded as static .until 
discovery is completed, and d3mamic when this 
stage is reached, dif&culties in classification are 
reduced or eliminated, and the additional recogni- 
tion, which research should receive when it is of 
economic value, is secured. 

During this first stage of discovery, knowledge re- 
mains static. When by further discovery, or action, 
it is brought into the region of usefulness it becomes 
dynamic. Thus discovery is completed and " crude 
knowledge ” becomes useful knowledge, and a. 
further advance in experience is seemed. In a 
certain class of research, knowledge becomes dynamic 
at an early stage of discovery. TTiis happens when 
the investigation is practical. 

A generalisation may come as a flash, or by a long- 
drawn-out process entailing close investigation, m 
the first case, it must agree closely with observed fact, 
or else tested for its validity, by the carrying out of 
further investigation, which will either support, or 
destroy it. 

During this process, uncertain facts and theories 
are rejected, and thought crystallises into more con- 
vincing explanations. A final stage is reached, when 
observed facts seem to conform to the suggestion 
that the principle exists. 

Nature of Discovery. — Every time a new substance 
's prepared, or a new discovery made, a further step 
•s taken in the development of science. Yet in the 
former case every linlc in the chain was present before 
:he investigation was started, and action would have 
■esulted in precisely the same manner had the new 
'conditions been normally present in natme. 

When the knowledge so obtained can be utilised 
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in an economic sense, it stands on a higher plane 
When its nature is such that it leads to the productio] 
of a new instrument of precision, or a new generalisa 
tion, which materially simplifies practice, or when i 
aids progress in some other way, knowledge takes t< 
herself the mantle of usefulness, its highest attribute 

In the absence of an immediate use, knowledg( 
must be recorded so that it may be available shouk 
some new conditions arise, making possible iti 
utilisation. 

Generalisations and Laws. — The validity of a lav 
is based upon the assumption that a phenomenon i: 
always determined in exactly the same way, anc 
that the relation between an observed fact and th< 
conditions which give rise to it, is always the same 

When observation proclaims an ordered sequence 
it is necessary that the conditions, which give rise 
to the observed phenomena, should be discovered by 
experiment. 

When a generalisation is observed, it is sometimes 
very difficult to determine how far it applies in 
nature, for in some instances it may be cloaked by 
simultaneous action of another order. Thus, while it 
is far easier to bum straw than a piece of iron, yet if 
the latter be finely divided this order is reversed. 

Utility of Scientific Knowledge. — The statement is 
often made that knowledge obtained by scientific 
method wiU, sooner or later, be of value. This may 
be so in well-considered research, but it is evident 
that much of our modem work will not stand the test 
of time, especially when it is based upon imperfect 
data or theory. It is also evident, that of the many 
thousands of substances, which have been prepared, 
a very small proportion can possess such distinctive 
properties that they will have an economic value. 

The only way to overcome this difficulty is to work 
in practical directions. 
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That research of the right kind will be useful ^ 
long run is illustrated by the followng " 

Twenty-five years ago two enthusiastic V. 

amassed a collection of fleas from _ 

the globe. These were carefully classified ana uo- 
scribed. Many years later, it was discovered tnai 
fleas were carriers of bubonic plague from rat lo 
man. The original work then became useful, to 
those who were engaged upon the major researen, 
as it shortened the time taken, and provided useful 
information. t a 

It is doubtful whether a similar use will be found 
for much of our modem research, which carries with 
it indecision, mainly due to an imperfect realisation 
of the aims of research, and the guiding principles 
which must rule its action. , , • i i i , 

The worker, who possesses the instinct, which leads 
him to proceed in useful directions, is distinctly 
favoured. The results he obtains bear the impress 
of usefulness, and gradually his fellow workers look 
for accounts of his further work with increasing 
interest. 'V^en investigation is distorted, or appa- 
rently aimless, or where it merely has a reflect ea 
interest, it has less value than some simple piece 
of works practice, which has been carried out with 
a definite end in view, and in accorda.nce with 
the rules governing scientific investigation. The 
latter is straightforward and practical, the former 
mechanical and indefinite. 

The chemist should therefore see to what end his 
work will lead him. If this is indefinite or ill-con- 
sidered, the results may be equally unsatisfactory. 
When it is seen that a definite end is unlikely, the 
original scheme should be remodelled or discarded. 
There is little advantage in planting seed in a 
wilderness when there is unoccupied ground of high 
fertility available, 

Only that section of research which is practical, ctui 
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influence current ideas. The rest is shelved becai^ 
its value is too indefinite, and th^e only remains 
the prospect of it becoming useful in the future. 

Research based upon practical ideas can never be 
trivial, "l^en it is simple in its nature, it is often 
purposely so. Those who have vision, a wide 
outlook, and the faculty of realising the things 
which really matter, always give a practical turn to 
their work. 

Limit to Experimental Knowledge. — ^The difference 
between the “ how ” and “ why ” of things is 
apparently fundamental. This is well illustrated by 
the recent discovery that light is subject to the action 
of gravitation, and deflected in its passage by a 
solar body. This discovery, great as it is, does not 
extend to that realm of knowledge which must deal 
with the reason why gravitation exists. Conceivably 
the solution of this represents the next stage of 
discoveiy, but at present there is no evidence that 
this will be brought within the range of human 
experience. Evidence that this knowledge can be 
obtained by the experimental method is entirely 
absent, nor can we guess at the means which would 
bring it within our &n. 

All that we can be reasonably certain of is that, by 
following the present road of experience and thought, 
a former basis of knowledge may be established. 
Where the end of this journey will find us is a matter 
of speculation. Apparent contradictions cannot be 
cancelled out, and their existence may either point 
to imperfect views and methods, or to the fact that 
we are approaching the limit of esyerience. 

Of one thing we are certain. Experimental 
evidence is the only safe guide to progress, and that, 
at its best, science is nine-tenths practice. At pre- 
sent we observe empiricism at one end of the scale, 
and relative knowledge at the other, and between 
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these two extremes actual practice. We can explain 
how things act, but never why. 

The Unknown. — Speculation of the above order 
naturally leads to inquiries as to the nature of .the 
unknown. One school holds that this is merely an 
extension of the known, and that om: methods will 
gradually carry us into this region of knowledge. 
The other holds that the unknown, as represented by 
the why of things, is of a different order, and may 
always remain outside the range of human thought 
and experience, through the fact that we are part 
of the system which it is sought to realise. 

It is mcreasingly difficult to resist the conclusion 
that re^arch only results in relative knowledge. 
This bein^ so, it follows that its value must be 
expressed in terms of practical utility, rather than 
absolute truth. 

Its usefulness depends upon the fact that the 
knowledge obtained is gained, by experiment, and 
that it can therefore be utilised on economic lines. 

Extetuion of Discovery. — ^The further effect of dis-i 
covery is well illustrated by the results which have 
followed the recognition of the existence of electrons^ 
The infiltration of this knowledge has recently led to ) 
the behef that in their action an explanation of the ! 
mystif3ung results obtained by catalysts is obtained, \ 
and possibly the similar effects jjroduced by enzymes | 
is also due to radiation, and its infiuence on the ? 
surroun^g molecules. If this is so, many hitherto 
unexplained phenomena can be traced to their 
action. Thus a real discovery of a practical nature 
may, by further discovery, become of increasing 
utility, and bring advantage in unexpected 
directions. 

The fact that a sing;le molecule of barium sulphate 
will influence ten million molecules of water, so that 
they are incapable of dissolving other barium 
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sulphate molecules, and that this single molecule 
may greatly modify the conductivity of the water, 
similarly point to the widely set action of a second 
substance. While the explanation of this pheno- 
menon is unknown, it has been recently suggested 
(Bacon, J., Physical Chem., 1919, 23, 409) that the 
increased conductivity may be due to the barium 
sulphate molecule splitting up into an enormous 
number of electrons, each possessing the charac- 
teristic periodicity of the parent molecule, and that 
these permeate the solvent so that each molecule 
of the latter comes in contact with these electrons 
periodically at least, and that by such means an 
eqi^brium relation is maintained. 

As in the case of the dissociation theory, it is 
obviously necessary to assume a force exerted by the 
solvent molecules, which is capable of overcoming 
the molecular force holding the solute system 
together ; so in extremely dilute solutions, like the 
one mentioned, the secondary attraction between 
the molecule of solute and those of the solvent may 
play a similar part to that suggested to explain the 
isolation of atoms or ions in solutions, and thus the. 
s3retem suggested for the latter possibly may be 
extended to the electrons themselves. 

The re-examination of past knowledge in the 
light of more recent discovery must be continuous, 
and the effect of this on current fact is obseiyed. 
The relativity of knowledge is thus emphasised, also 
the fact that every new discovery of importance reacts 
in its influence upon other fact. In the presence of 
a new. fact, past knowledge becomes strained, 
and ideas ordy settle down when it is fiflly ingested, 
and knowledge tuned to the new conditions. 

Nature of Experience. — ^The message brought by 
travelling light indicates that we are surrounded by 
immeasurable distsmces, and that the solar bodies 
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are of similar composition to the earth. That the 
solar bodies are set with enormous intervening 
distances of space, resembling on a magnified scale, 
the setting-out of the molecules, atoms and electrons 
in the molecular system. 

To appreciate Stance, it may be remembered 
that this earth would take a thousand years to travel 
round the sun, if it progressed at the rate of sixty 
miles an hour. This distance is actually peidormed 
in one year. A student of twenty will have ahready 
travelled eleven billion miles on this comparatively 
restricted journey without realising it. 

The stars in the “ Milky Way ” are three thousand 
light-years away from the earth, yet light travels 
at the rateuof 186,000 miles a second. One hundred 
and eighty million stars have been photographed. 

At the other end of experience, we have the results 
obtained by the use of the ultra-microscope, or 
the apparatus used to track and weigh a single 
electron. 

Such terms of reference indicate conditions so 
diverse and extreme, that they cannot be realised by 
the side of the measurements we are accustomed to 
in everyday life. On such a basis of comparison the 
latter harmy seem to exist. Yet they occupy our 
main attention. Thus we are able to realise the 
relative physical significance of these greater, and 
smaller, measurements, and to observe that appa- 
rently there is equal perfection in the infinitely great 
and the infinitely small. 

In the midst of such amazing conditions thef 
chemist works at his bench, and plays a part which 1 
is extraordinarily diverse. 

By the methods of scientific control he leads nature 
to work in new directions and utilises, to his own 
advantage, the effects produced. 

This leads him to claim a very definite recognition 
for his science. From a plane on one of the smallest 
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V solar bodies he perceives inexorable law and 
i order in the infinitely great and the i nfinit ely 
f small, and observes that there is no apparent br^ 
I in the system, which yields to his observations. 

Science founded on Definite Procedure. — Chemistry 
is founded upon relative measurement or action. It 
follows that all who work in this science should have a 
clear idea concerning the underlying principles which 
govern these, and give to chemical research its 
meaning and direction. In the absence of such 
knowledge, progress will be delayed, and the results 
obtained less definite. 

Much information may be gained by watching 
others when they are engaged upon scientific research, 
but this must always be an incomplete experience 
in itself. The great masters did not gain their 
powers by such means, but by personal effort. 

A navigator more nearly reaches his destination 
when he sails over a beaconed course, than when he 
passes over uncharted seas. So in practical research 
there are .equivalent means of securing a rapid 
passage ^m the known to the previously unknown. 

The aim of the scientific worker is such that his 
endeavours are inspired by ideals, rather tbau 
prejudice. The alcheinist worked t^^ough mystery 
and isolation,' the chenust works in the market-place. 
The one sought the shadow, the other se^s the 
substance, the first led to uncertain feet and some- 
times trickery, the second to useful knowle(%e. 



CHAPTER II 


HISTORICAL REVIEW AND NATURE OF 
RESEARCH 

" A genius is the most indispensable instrument of material 
or merM progress ,” — Chr. Collin, 

Review of Past Investigation. — Chemistry, as an 
exact science, dates bad: to the middle of the 
seventeenth centuiy, although it has been practised 
for thousands of years in a purely empirical manner. 

It is thought to have originated with the manu- 
facture of alcohol by a process of fermentation, and 
the natural control of such operations (" History 
of Chemistry,” Thorpe, 1909). This substance is 
said to have been manufactured in China in the year 
2320 B.C. Dyeing, the production of leather, the 
working of metals and alloys are also of great 
antiquity. There is evidence that these operations 
were conducted with skill by the Egyptians from 
very early times. 

The speculations of Jean Rev, in France, and of 
Descartes, foreshadowed the birth of systematic 
investigation. 

In this country research may be said to date from 
the formation of the Royal Society, and the imme- 
diate results which led up to this important event. 
In 1661 Robert Boyle published the “ Sceptical 
Chemist," in which he outlined a new philosophy. 
This investigator, with the help of certain supporters, 
sought to cultivate the system which naturally 
followed on his suggestion. The Invisible College, 
based on a conviction that " there was no certain 
way of arriving at any knowledge unless they made 
a series of experiments upon natural bodies,” was 

C.S. 2 
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founded. Boyle’s personal work at once set a high 
standard for future investigation. A consideration 
of his discoveries, experiments and conclusions, is of 
absorbing interest to the student. His conception 
of an element is in general use to-day; but his 
great service to science and learning consisted in 
the new spirit he infused into chemistry, which at 
once lifted it into the plane of a great science. It 
no longer remained the handmaid of medicine, as''it 
had formerly been. ' ^ 

As a result of this vital change in method, chemical 
research was seen to offer great ^ssibilities, andl the 
Invisible College became the Royal Society, the 
charter of which was obtained in 1&62. 

Robert Boyle’s conclusions were destined to 
influence the entire scientific world, as well as to give 
rise to modem chemistry. To the close ring of mere 
thinkers the experimental basis of science was 
first proclaimed, and then established. 

An examination of Boyle’s work brings with it a 
certain realisation of a power of concentration and 
determination, which are present in all important 
work. Its lasting influence emphasises the import- 
ance of knowledge, as this is based on direct experi- 
ment, and indicates the respect which such work 
must always command. It shone out as a bright 
star from a firmament of make-believe. It still 
remains as an example to those who have the 
advantage of working under modem conditions. 
Boyle’s method has dominated research and become 
the recognised basis of aU scientific inquiry. 

Boyle CCTtainly owed much to the teaching of 
Francis Bacon, that greatest of the Modems. He 
carried out in his work, the principles enumerated 
in “ Novum Organum.” Bacon fought against the 
i -priori method of establishing the first principles 
of aiw science, and then by syllogi^ the propositions 
which that science could, contain. Bacon was so 
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followed as a direct resrilt of the general acceptance 
of this idea, the student will at once realise the 
supreme power and value of research, and measure 
its direct influence on the progress of civilisation. 
The suggestion of continual progress must be the 
underlying thought. It must guide the investigator 
at all times and find expression in any research 
having a permanent value. Progress by research 
has become the watchword of science, and is rapidly 
occupying an equally important position in the 
industrial world. 

The historical side of this development may be 
followed in “The History of Chemistry” by Sir 
Edward Thorpe (1909). This, with its excellent 
bibliography, forms a suitable introduction to the 
subject. For further details the standard works may 
be consulted. The student should also be acquainted 
with the Alembic Club Reprints and Ostwald's 
“ Klassiker.” 


Advance by Successive Stages.— The determining 
phases of the advance of chemistry are many, but 
. the following ^coveries roughly set out the begin- 
ning of new things and the features of research which 
have most deeply modified this science ; — 

(1) The period im to 1869 during which many 
eluents had been discovered and isolated, 
and then: properties observed and com- 
pounds prepared from the same. 

(2) The pmodic system of Mendeldeff (1869) 
following on the preliminary work of 
Newlands in 1864. 

Atomc Grouping by Kekuld (benzene ring) 
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(5) Thermochemistry, study of, by Thomsen 

(i860), Berthelot (1865). 

(6) Stereochemistry: Pasteur (1850), Le Bel 

(1874), and van't Hoff (1874), and Guye 
(1890). 

(7) Phase Rule: Gibbs (1874). 

(8) Osmotic Pressure : van’t Hoff (1894), follow- 
ing Pfeiffer’s work (1877). 

(9) Electrolytic Dissociation : Arrhenius (1884), 

following Clausius (1851), and Grotthaus 
(1806). _ ^ 

(10) Theory of Solution : van’t Hoff, Arrhenius, 

Jones. 

(11) ^dioactivity : Crookes, J. J. Thompson, 

Rontgen, Curie. 

It is claimed that chemistry first became an exact 
science as a result of certain generalisations, the first 
of which was the law of mass action. This is, of 
course, the view of the physical chemist. It is not 
possible at the present time to estimate the respective 
value of these e^och discoveries and of others which 
have not been included in this list, but the mere 
recording of them indicates at a glance the nature 
of certain researches, which have become classic as a 
result of their far-reaching influence. 

Present State of Research. — ^When considering the 
exact position of research, the begimer must guard 
against the conclusion that startling discoveries 
result from a casual observation on the part of some 
investigator. This is not so, as many previous 
investigators must have overlooked these same 
phenomena. Only a trained observer can appreciate 
their significance, and take advantage of their 
occurrence. 

Under modem conditions, successful investigation 
has its origin in close reasoning, and only when this 
is accompanied by a careful survey of previous work. 
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and a fall consideration of the best conditions of 
working, can a successful issue be anticipated. 

This view was certainly held by Faraday. When 
referring to his own experience he said " that the 
world httle knows how many of the thoughts and 
theories that have passed through the mind of a 
scientific investigator have been crushed in silence 
and secrecy by Ms own severe criticism and adverse 
examination, that in the most successful instance not 
a tenth of the suggestions, the hopes, the wishes, 
the preliminary conclusions have been realised.” 

Thus, it is generall57 held that no scientific dis- 
covery can, with any justice, be considered as due 
to accident ; previous knowledge and training are 
essential before results worthy of consideration can 
be secured, or, what is perhaps of more importance, 
their true significance realised. The young investi- 
gator will do well to accept tMs statement. It is 
important to realise from the first that discoveries 
are laboriously soi^ht for ; that they are the result 
of a direct and patient search. Having reah^d this, 
false hopes are destroyed, and additional value is 
givOT to the results obtained. TMs belief will act as 
an incentive to the student to make full use of facts 
already avMlable, and to attempt to increase know- 
ledge by Ms personal endeavours. It points to the 
only practical means by wMch success can be assured. 

“ Accidental ” Discovery. — Exception has been 
taken in some quarters to the opinion expressed in the 
^t paragraph, wMch was first emphasised by Gore. 
It IS true that many cases can be cited, where it would 
appear at first sight that important results have been 
^ured by accident. A detailed examination will 
bring to hght the fact that the discovery was 
only apparently accidental. The presence of unsus- 
pected conditions had been seized upon by the 
mvestigator, with a result that the research took' a 
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modified direction. By such means progress has 
undoubtedly been hastened. 

A broken thermometer introduced mercury into 
the sphere of action in the preparation of one of 
the intermediate compounds in the production of 
sjmthetic indigo, with beneficial results. Yet only 
the methods of exact experimenting brought the cause 
of the effect produced to the surface, and it is known 
that the search for the increased efficiency observed 
was a long one, and the tracking down of the real 
facts was an exhausting process. The closest methods 
of reasoning and experiment were required. 

It is commonly stated that Perkin discovered 
mauveine by accident. Yet Emil Fischer spoke of 
this discovery in the following words ; “ While 

examining the impure aniline available at this date 
he was led to try the effect of oxidising agents on 
the same. He was instantly rewarded with an 
uninviting purple precipitate, which most of the 
chemists of his day would have thrown into the sink. 
Yet such was his perseverance that from this unpro- 
mising product he was able to prepare the first 
protean series of coal tar dyes.” ' 

The nature of this accident is thus disclosed. It 
is seen that the main factor was the personal action 
of the investigator, who by skill and perseverance 
followed up his work to its natural limits. The 
production of a dyestuff was imexpected, just as 
the discoveries of Faraday could not have been 
anticipated by mere surmise. The point to be 
emphasised is that the search must be a true one, 
and that the full powers of a skilled investigator 
must be brought into play, and all the laws w!hich 
govern investigation given full consideration. Then 
alone will determining results be obtained. In 
practically all cases the discovery comes to the 
qualified and skilled observer. To call this accidental 
is a misuse of words. 
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The account given by K^ul^ concerning the dis- 
covery of his benzene theory is another case in point. 
The final result followed an intense search. 

It must follow therefore that an accidental 
discovery, shoTild this exist in very special cases, 
must stand on a lower plane to one that is definitely 
sought for, or directly obtained by the highest skill 
and foresight. 

A good exanmle of the latter is found in the case 
of salvarsan. Here a deliberate search for a com- ' 
pound, which would possess in addition to certain 
properties another one whi<i would make it useful 
m a new direction, was carried out. The thorough 
nature of this search is revesded by the statement 
that 605 compounds gave negative results before 
one was secured, which possessed the combined 
properties which were looked for. It has been stated 
that some sixty chemists were engaged on this search. 

So-called accidents therefore resolve themselves 
into occurrences the significance of which is only 
reused by those who are able to grasp the truth, 
lying behind the observation. 

The student will do well not to rely upon accidental 
discoveries ; far less to get in the habit of working 
for them. He must accustom himself to a d^nite 
search for knowledge by investigation, governed by 
certain definite rules. He must regard the results, not 
as accidental, but as aiiang directly out of his work. 

As quoted elsewhere, Crookes held that a scientific 
observation was lost upon any but the skilled investi- 
gator, and that it simply <nd not exist to others. 
Bmpiiical knowledge may be accidentally acquired, 
but scientific knowlec^e never. The fundamental 
basis of such research is order, not accident. 

The recognition of this fact is of condderable 
importance to the routine worker, for it indicates 
that there is always a reasonable chance of securing 
results by close observation. In standard methods 
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of analysis the only safe means of detecting remaining 
errors, or inherent defects, is by a comparison of the 
results obtained on constant repetition. This often 
leads to improvements and modification in detail. 
Such results become immediately useful. They may 
even, as in the past, bring to light new problems of a 
comprehensive nature, and lead to further investiga- 
tion on more general lines. Thus each type of 
worker has special opiwrtunities for sccunng an 
increase in knowledge, which may be obtained in 
this case by applying the latest methods of e3{i)eri- 
mental investigation to the everyday operations of 
the laboratory. 

In cxixjrimental investigation great attention must 
be given to detail. Where this is not fully realised, 
conclusions will be drawn from premises, which are 
cither incomplete or incorrect. When such conclu- 
sions arc made further use of, confusion and 
uncertainty must follow. 

Special Requirements of Economic Research. — In 
laigc-scale operations a false step may be disastrous. 
Much time has been lost in attempting to apply 
imjxsrfectly worked out processes on a manufacturing 
scale. The effect on the actual investigator of such 
partial success, or failure, is equally unfortunate, as 
it may lead to a corresponding lack of confidence in 
his ability to carry out such work in the future. 

Tlic natural difficulties, surrounding an attempt 
to increase the scale on which an operation is con- 
ducted, arc always formidable. The data obtained 
in the laboratory under the best conditions are often 
not sufficiently complete for such an extension to be 
carried out without further investigation. Now 
difficulties come to the surface, which have to be 
overcome by further restsindi in the works. 

All possible care therefore must be exercised in the 
initial or laboratory stage, and the results examined 
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and checked in the smallest detail. In this way 
the presence of difficulties introduced through want 
of knowledge, can be reduced to a minimum. 

The need of a sound training in the methods of 
conducting research is self-evident. It is an 
essential condition to success. The only point 
remaining for discusdon is how such training can be 
imparted to a student in the university or cofiege. 

Definition of Research. — Experience has shown 
that it is difficult to define the exact nature of 
research. 

It has been defined as a “ wrestling with nature, 
a striving towards a limit of attainable knowledge.” 
In putting forward this definition, Gore held that it 
consisted of observation, study, and experiment, 
in varied proportions. 

Discovery has generally been defined as " a passing 
from the known to the unknown.” It is considered 
that this result is achieved in the following 
instances : — 

(1) When we perceive a new impression. 

(2) When we observe a new fact. 

(3) When we compare two ideas and observe a 

new similarity, or difference. 

(4) When we compare two propositions, and per- 

ceiving a similarity, or difference, infer a new 

truth. 

(5) When we divide, or analyse, a compound idea, 

and perceive a new, or more elementary one. 

(6) When we combine two or more ideas together 

by an act of imagination and perceive a new 

combination. 

(7) When we permutate, or alter, the order of a 

series of ideas* and perceive a new order. 

When an attempt is made to define the exact 
relation between observation and research it is 
difficult to arrive at a satisfactory result. The 
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following definition, recently set up to meet sneeijil 
conditions, suggests, by inference, the nature ox such 
differences; — 

It is considered necessary that : — 

(1) Research as the resijlt of observation, or 

exi)eriment, must result in the ctdlection of 
new facts. 

(2) It must involve an examination of the facts 

collected or phenomena observed, and their 
reduction to a form in which they constitute 
an addition to knowledge. 

W. M. Gardner has defined research as " a logical 
and original invcstigatit>n inspiri*d by intagination 
and directed by special knowledge.” 

Chemical research has been divided into two 
distinct branches, which deal respectively with 
investigation, which has theoretical or practical 
significance. Sir William Tilden lias summarised 
these respective spheres in the following terms i - • 

(i) The worker watches the o|M.Tations of Nature 
and puts tpiestions in the form of experi- 
ments solely with the desire to timl out her 
ways. 

(3) Attention is given only to thosi; laws, facts, and 

phenomena which can he made serviceable 
to man. 

Such distinctions are tiiflicult to maintain, and a 
brief examination of the |x>sition will indicate that 
it matters little whether an investigator holds his 
work to be entirely connected with the operations 
of Nature or not. The main consideration is whether 
he adds to the sum of ust'ful knowletlge. Sueh 
distinctions roughly followed the two main chsinnels 
of chemical rtn«)arch in the past, but they are 
obviously artiiiclul and have no eonntiirjKU t in actual 
experience. 

A man may definit<>]y brick up one of the windows 
in his study wall and determine that he will restrict 



28 


CHkMICAL HESEARCH 


his view in a certain direction. This attitude is 
pedantic, and unfortunately it is not confined to 
any one branch of chemical activity. 

If a man’s work is indifferent, it will matter little 
whether it is called practical or academic. The crux 
is the value of the results obtained. This division 
is unfortrmate, for the reason, among others, that 
theory, which has its origin in some practical observa- 
tion, is valuable from this fact alone. 

Again, the great advance, which has taken place 
in tinctorial chemistry, is due to the fact that theory 
and practice have both been involved in its develop- 
ment. To take another example, the Haber process 
has entailed an amount of research since its starting 
wMch has greatly exceeded that connected with the 
original discovery. This latter research has alone 
made the process a useful one. Only by the closest 
co-operation between the chemist and engineer has 
economic efiicienw been secured. Thus an experi- 
ment, which might conceivably have adorned the 
lecture table, has been developed into one of the most 
valuable of aU chemical processes. 

When the respective values of static and djnamic 
research are more fuUy realised and understood, such 
old-fashioned divisions will be no longer used, and 
the different interests will become one in intent and 
purpose. Research in the higher branches of 

S ractical investigation has already profoundly modi- 
ed theory in many directions, and in some cases 
have given rise to conclusions of far-reaching 
influence. 

If investigation is graded into those parts which 
yield static or dynamic knowledge respectively the 
unnatural divisions of the past would disappear, and 
with this change the terms " pure ” and applied," 
which really mean nothing in particular, would lose 
their present significance and be replaced by others, 
which have a truer meaning. 



CHAI>TER in 

OBSERVATION AND EXPERIMENT 

" The true pilot is the man who navigates the Ited of the ocean 
rather than its surface. The waves of the sea are an external 
problem ," — ^Victor Hugo. 

Observation and Experiment— VVhtm it is ol)scrv«'U 
that a problem calls for experimental treatment or 
investigation, it is necessjiry that a clear and com* 
plete record of all the facts connected with it shall 
DC obtained. 

For this a special training is required, which is 
as severe in its way as that demanded for actual 
experiment. 

tinder the best condithms, it is diilkult to make 
certain how much of this information is gained from 
what we perceive, and how much from what we 
infer. For instance, if a man stands outsUle a cotton 
mill, he infers that it will amtain all the machinery 
necessary for the operations connected with some 
stage of cotton manufacture, but he has no actual 
proof that such is the case. 

It is unfortunately impossible to discuss this 
important jmint at any length on the present occa- 
sion, but the problem presented is one of spt'cial 
interest to the scientific worker, who can afford to 
take no risks in his information as to facts. It must 
be remembered that facts, which are projicrly 
recorded, depend ufion the intellect, and not ujxm 
feeling; also that those which arc negative must 
receive os much attention as those wliich are positive. 

277 540-72 
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Relative Value of Observation. — Observations 
leading to new discoveries are the ones which do not 
agree with accepted opinion or theory as it exists 
for the time being. They obviously call for further 
experiment. 

When observation alone will not give the necessary 
information as to the cause of an observed pheno- 
menon, the active intervention of the investigator is 
necessary. It is then that he must experiment and 
by varying conditions determine the cause which is 
operative in bringing about the observed eff^. If 
this variation of known conditions does not give the 
required information, he must then search for 
imknown ones. 

In aU such investigation, it is necessary that 
conditions or circumstances shall be varied one at a 
time. All others must be kept constant, or confusion 
of ideas will result, and incorrect condusions drawn. 

Upon this general procedure — so simple in itseh 
and so difficult to approach in practice — the fabric 
of experimental evidence rests. It is the foundation 
upon which the edifice of modern research is erected. 

Followin|[ the collection of aJl facts, which seem to 
directly or mdirectly bear upon the proposed investi- 
gation, it is necessary to dearly define the nature of 
the research whidi is contemplated. Every condi- 
tion must be set out clearly and mentally, a decision 
must be come to as to the line of investigation which 
seems to offer the best advantage. 

Where investigation is concerned with research 
dealing with large-scale production, this rule of pro- 
cedure is not always an easy one to foUow. This 
is mainly due to the added difficulties which present 
themselves when some of the conditions present are 
still empirical. 

Empiricism and Relative Knowledge. — ^An 

empirical law is one which has not yet been explained. 
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' That is to say, the reason why it operates is unknown. 
The effect is observed, but the cause still remains 
hidden. 

Such a law is regarded as a derivative, rather than 
an ultimate one. ' 

An empirical law is therefore an observed unifor> 
mity, which it is presumed, can be ultimately 
■ resolved into simpler laws. It is a law which awaits 
explanation. 

Past experience indicates that such laws are finally 
resolved into a comparatively small number of 
relative laws of causation. They exist as a result 
of the joint action or collocation of certain other 
laws. They arc composite in their nature. The 
investigator always regards them with uncertainty, 
for they may only exist under the conditions 
originally met with. 

A variation from the exact conditions or circum- 
stances under which they were observed may either 
obscure, or nullify their action. 

The presence of empirical law is often met with in 
industrial work. This follows from the fact that 
conditions of working are relatively complicattsi. 

In the case of such laws, action occurs in a definite 
way so long as conditions arc kept constant, and it is 
often the sum of the practical worker to determine 
the conditions under which such effects can be 
produced with reasonable certainty. 

When working under such difficult conditions, as 
where only a part of the actions are rcalistsi or known, 
it sometimes follows that a workman will, hy what 
is termed nile-of-thiimh, succeed in controlling 
operations more suc.cessfuny than the experienced 
investigator. By repeated dbst?rvation the workman 
has learned the limits of successful working, and by 
following a path pointed out by jm-st ex|)crience he is 
able to control operations to better advantage than 
the scientific investigator. Tlie latter has to face 
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too many unknown conditions. He is' misled at 
every step by conditions which vary through 
unknown causes. 

The presence of so many unknown conditions 
will greatly try the young chemist, who has been 
accustomed to work with pmre chemicals and to 
confine his work to directions, which are relatively 
under control. As a rule, his past experience can 
neither tell him much about his work, nor lead him 
by direct paths to a realisation of the methods he 
must perforce adopt, to gain an advantage under such 
different conditions of working. 

To be successful, he must be prepared to utilise 
every method of investigation, which seems to offer 
any advantage, temporary or otherwise. A process 
of manufacture is, at any time, made up of a number 
of known and unknown conditions. Even the laws 
governing the known conditions may be mainly 
empirical. It may be acknowle^ed that only when 
empirical practice is resolved into exact method, 
based upon scientific knowledge, can the best results 
be achieved. A knowledge of the exact causes, which 
bring about observed changes, is a necessary pre- 
liminary to perfect conditions of working. 

When it is not possible to eliminate unknown and 
disturbmg influences, they must be met and con- 
trolled empirically, if they cannot be dealt with 
on strictly scientific lines. The position cannot be 
sterilised from objectionable and disturbing influ- 
ences by a preliminary purification of raw materisJs. 
The young chemist must learn to work in their 
presence and by a general study of conditions, to 
reduce their adverse action to a minimum. 

Judged from a standpoint of practice, experi- 
mental work must supplement observation and 
empirical methods of working wherevCT this is 
posable. There is the same difference between 
working in the college laboratory and the works. 
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that the soldier meets with when he goes from the 
parade ground to the battlefield. 

In new industries, which have been based upon 
research, it might be expected that the conditions of 
working will be less empirical, and the sjrstem of 
control more scientific. This is the case in some 
instances, and not so in others. The so-called trade 
secret is nothing more than a partially observed 
fact, conditions being improved by taking advantage 
of information gained by observation. Better con<fi- 
tions of workmg have been observed, which are 
hot undeistood, but merely followed. The disad- 
vantage of such methods is that control is easily 
upset and no longer operative. 

Such " mixed reactions ” are difficult to control 


on account of their complexity. The temporary 
superiority of rule-of-thumb is real while it lasts, 
and the young chemist wiU do well to give it all the 
respect it deserves. Otherwise he may attempt to 
substitute an efficient method by another, which 
may be more scientific, but less useful. As a matter 
of experience, the operations of rule-of-thumb are 
very difficult to replace. Their superiority will only 
give way before the best endeavours of the experi- 
enced investigator. In some cases, years pass before 
this stage can be achieved. 

Where the laboratory chemist does not possess a 
wide experience of manufacturing operations he is 


advised to go slowly, when he comes up agamst 
rule-of-thumb, especially if he does not possess the 
“ works-sense,” and the power of translating kbora- 
tory work into works practice. 

There are so many points to consider, which are 
absent in laboratory research, that the very strange- 
ness of his surroundings may confuse him. His 
ultimate position will largely depend upon not making 
any glaring mistake in his early years of learning. 
He must be prepared to walk slowly, and to make 
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doubly certain of every step he takes, because he 
lacks experience, 

Nature of Empirical Knowledge. — It is incorrect to 
regard empirical knowledge as beneath the considera- 
tion of the scientific worker, or that it can be classi- 
fied under a general term like empiricism, without 
farther reference to its quality. The latter may be 
estimated on a basis of practical utility or on one 
calculating the skill required to secure if. It is 
frequently referred to by those who do not realise 
its importance as “ guess-work," or " rule-of- 
thumb,” but it includes knowledge obtained by 
experiment, when this remains imclassified, or 
when it cannot be referred to in terms of exact 
science. 

That part of knowledge obtained by the experi- 
mental method, which is regarded as practical, 
because it is stiU considered as non-scientific, is 
strangely like the higher kinds of empirical know- 
ledge. In fact, they are seemingly identical. It is 
difficult to determine whether the value of empirical 
knowledge is more truly arrived at on a basis of the 
skin exercised in obtaining it, or by its usefulness. 

Four classes of empiricism can be recognised with 
little difficulty, and others will, no doubt, suggest 
themselves. The former are as follows : — 

(1) Mere guess-work, which is subsequently utilised 

in the arts. 

(2) Knowledge gained by the accidental interven- 

tion of new conditions, when this is utilised 

by repetition. 

(3) Knowledge gained by close observation based 

upon extended experience. 

(4) Knowledge obtained by experiment, which is 

of practical value but not yet scientific. 

It is generally a feature of empirical knowledge 
that it is e^entially dynamic. 
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Relative Significance of Observation and Experi- 
ment. — Observation is defined as a mere recording 
of phenomena as they occur in the ordinary course 
of natme. 

When this course is changed by the personal 
intervention of the observer, he is said to experiment. 

These two stages in experience have been defined 
by Herschell as "passive” and “active” respec- 
tively. 

An ejroeriment therefore differs from an obs^a- 
tion in the fact that specially introduced conditions 
influence the result in the former case. It is in this 
direction that the power of the investigator is tested, 
both in the methods adopted and the inferences 
made. 

The relative value of observation and experiment 
cannot be determined with any accuracy. It varies in 
difierent sciences. The former has not the same value 
in chemistry as in medicine. Its value is possibly 
greater in practical than in academic research. 
Correct observation of course plays a part in experi- 
mental investigation. The element of specklised 
control is the one which distinguishes experiment 
from observation. 

The practical chemist makes great use of observa- 
tion. By its aid he collects his subject-matter for 
experimental investigation. The more experienced 
a worker the greater use will he make of this aid to 
progress. 

It represents a preliminary step in the process of 
investigation, which is amplified by experiment in 
all its stages. 

Where procedure is governed by observation 
alone it is called empirical Long before the experi- 
mental method was adopted, industries were firmly 
established. The tanning of leather, the dyeing of 
fabrics with natural dyes and pigments, the 
of metals, were all practised with great success. 

3 — 9 
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With all our experimenting how much is really known 
of the first two processes to-day ? The reactions 
involved still defy the investigator's skill, and the 
actual operations are even now largely empirical. 

Empiricism. — ^The practical investigator, therefore, 
guards against adverse criticism in the presence of 
such conditions. He extracts every ounce of 
practical advantage from available knowledge, pre- 
ferring that which is relative rather than empincal, 
but accepting the latter in aU cases where it is more 
satisfactory. The greater value of knowledge 
obtained bjr the experimental method is allowed, but 
it is recognised that the time has not arrived when 
empirical methods can be dispensed with, without 
a direct loss in efficiency. 

It may again be pointed out to those who object 
on principle to empirical knowledge, that a large 
proportion of the data obtained by experiment is 
still unclassified ; quantitative, but stiU to be 
brought into line with theory, and therefore 
stiU unscientific. 

How far these unclassified facts differ from those 
of empiricism it is difi&cult to say. It might be 
argued that the one is to enquiry what the other is 
to economic production. 

Intermediate Stage of Knowledge and Experience. — 
There is an intermediate stage in the full develop- 
ment of scientific knowledge where action is alone 
possible, when partially known and unclassified data 
are utilised. 

In Faraday’s words, “ Ideas which may have a 
provisional basis of experiment are often the shades 
of a speculation — ^impressions on the mind which are 
allowable for the time as guides to thought and re- 
search,” although ” their apparent fitness and beauty 
vanish before the progress of real natural truth.” 

The practical mvestigator applies thought and 
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knowledge until success is achieved. In his progress 
along lines of least resistance he rejects the image of 
past definitions as to what knowledge should be, 
and utilises every source of information, which 
common sense indicates will aid him in his search. 

In the days when processes are springing up on 
all sides, which owe their origin to the experimental 
method, it is only right that we should not lose sight 
of the real position of our present knowledge. The 
modem method has introduced industries and 
processes, which could not have been controlled or 
thought of had observation alone been utilised. 

The experimental method has partially replaced 
the older one, and in time it may be that it alone 
will survive, but the great part played by those who 
achieved so much with such a slender guide as 
observation can never be passed over. Their 
memory will remain fresh until the last of the 
industrial processes surrenders to scientific law. 

It is certain that the future belongs to the experi- 
mentalist. It is right to emphasise this in every way, 
but the constant and real aid given by observation 
to the scientific investigator must also be fuHy 
recognised. Observation rightly carried out will 
ever illumine the work of the investigator. 

Branches of Chemical Activity. — Under modem 
conditions, chemical activity may be divided into 
three main sections : — 

(1) Research, static or d3mamic. 

(2) Development and control of economic 

processes. 

(3) Instmction of students, including post- 

graduate work. 

In past years, the greatest investigators were 
practically forced to work in colleges. To-day this 
condition no longer applies. Laboratories have 
sprung up in all directions, and many industrial 
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corporations rely upon their own endeavours to 
keep them abreast of the times. Nor is the research 
conducted in these institutions always of a practical 
nature, and even when this is so, it is as scientific in 
its construction as that known in the past as " pure ” 
research. Under the classification now proposed 
investigation is reg^ded as static and dynamic, as 
it respectively supplies general or useful iiuormation, 
and knowledge obtained through experimental evi- 
dence takes an added significance. 

The Personal Factor. — One of the most difficult 
problems is to decide how far a trained investigator 
IS capable of carrying out original research. Under 
modem conditions, many enter the chemical depart- 
ment who would under the older rdgime have 
remained outside. In the early days no one who 
had not a decided bent in the direction of experi- 
mental science would have thought of enga^ng in 
research. To-day all this is altered, and it is 
sufficient that a youth shall be able to pass his 
entrance examinations for him to embark upon a 
scientific career. This matter is discussed at 
further length elsewhere. 

Even when a student shows great promise and 
posseKes those qualifications which are known to 
be advantageous in such work, it will still be foimd 
that he may be successful in one section of chemfcal 
activity and fail in others. It is generally observed 
that a man, who does not possess what the writer 
would term " the works sense,” is comparatively 
useless in large scale production. While he may be 
most successful when working in test tubes and 
beakers, he fails when he has to face the conditions 
which govern economic production. 

His mental equipment and balance are not of the 
order necessary for him to succeed in this extended 
expaience. 
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It is somewhat fortimate that generally the 
" works sense ” is either fully developed or absent. 
With experience, one may even form an opinion as 
to whether a man possesses this larger sense by merely 
watching how he looks at a piece of complicated 
chemical plant. .An indifferent worker may be 
present in a laboratory without doing much harm, 
but this is not so in the works. 

Many can criticise the work of o^ers, and success- 
fully point out where -it is defective or incomplete, 
and yet be quite unable to engage successfully on 
su(i work themselves. They lack manipulative skill 
and a sense of proportion, although they possess other 
faculties to a marked extent, including the creative 
power, which gives rise to important suggestions. 

Provisionally chemists may be classified as 
follows : — 

(1) Those who can successfully impart acquired 

kaowledge to others, and therefore act 
successfimy as teachers. 

(2) Those who, in addition, have manipulative 

skill, and a sense of order. 

(3) Those who also possess originality of thought, 

and the power of appl3dng this to scientific 
investigation. 

(4) Those who, in addition, possess “ the works 

sense ” and can carry out large scale opera- 
tions, and direct others in the same. 

Men of the first class should confine their 
attention to teaching. Those of the second class 
may, with advantage, be teachers, or work in a 
laboratory. The third class should be enp;aged on 
research, and the fourth should utilise their powers 
in practical research and economic production. 
While no hard and fast distinctions are possible, it 
is easy to recognise the above special qiuiMcations 
in different workers. 

It is not suggested that a man in class (3) should 
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never teach He may make an ideal teacher, for 
he possesses experience as well as knowledge, but 
he should be regarded primarily as an investigator, 
who may, or may not, teach others the methods of 
actual practice. While members . of the latter 
classes may take up duties in the earlier ones, the 
reverse cannot be so successfully accomplished. 

An investigation may be brilliantly conceived, but 
indifferently executed. The vision may be clear, 
but the task imperfectly carried out. It does not 
follow that a man with keen imagination also 
possesses those qualities which' bring success in 
chemical investigation. His n^d may work too 
swiftly, ideas following ideas so rapidly that action 
is deferred, or when followed up, incomplete. 

Research on Practical Lines. — ^When the chemist 
enters a works, he observes a strangely new world 
of running machinery, steaming vats, and processes 
working on a vast scale in closed vessels instead of in 
the easily examined laboratory ones. 

He must, as rapidly as possible, take stock of 
his new surroundings, and realise the altered condi- 
tions under which he will work in the future. 

In time he will gain confidence, this being 
secured when he realises that large scale operations 
are carried out with a surprising regularity in the 
works, and that this will evidently afford him a 
foothold and allow of further advance as a result of 
experiment. 

He will observe that unrestricted experimental 
work on a large scale is impossible for fin ancial 
reasons. Any change which ends in failure may 
entail serious loss. He will do well to remember 
that adverse results have a way of devdoping after 
comparatively long intervals, and that failure may 
result from secondary changes, which subsequently 
come into operation. - 
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For instance, a new process of vulcanisation may, 
on the face of things, seem to introduce an improve- 
ment, yet it may be that the finished material will 
suffer from secondary changes on keeping. 

In the laboratory an unsuccessful experiment may 
be poured down the sink and forgotten, but in the 
works a considerable stock of the final product may 
remain to draw attention to an ill-considered effect. 
The added responsibility which follows when produc- 
tion takes place on a larger scjile is very real. 

The chemist has already fought half his battle 
when he realises that he is good at his work. This 
knowledge, as it is gained by experience, acts as an 
incentive, when thmgs seem aU awry and progress 
is uncertain. 

The value of failure must be realised ; the conditions 
which give rise to it must be fully considered. The 
young worker must set up a mental court of enquiry, 
and examine the position from all directions. He 
must endeavour to find out whether failure was 
inevitable, or due to lack of attention to detail, 
want of care, or the absence of concentration on the 
work in hand. Upon a correct answer much may 
depend. 

Success comes to a worker in practical science on 
his own initiative or through his own capability. 
He may gain considerable advanta|;e from a training 
which puts before him the essential features of his 
science. He may gain knowledge by close personal 
contact with those who are engaged on research, 
and are masters of their craft. But the timA will 
come when he must choose his own path and follow 
it steadily to the end. 

He will fail in originality when he merely extends 
the work of others without adding anyth^ in 
method or practice. A slavish following of such a 
programme will never bring real recognition. It 
. represents research at its ebb. 
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His work will only keep its interest while it 
remains useful. When the flood of experience 
advances beyond it, it will merdy make history at 
the best, or be forgotten at the worst — a stepping 
stone when it has proved useful, which the flood has 
swept away, or in the alternative, it is buried 
beneath the surface and lost to sight. 

Theory and Practice. — ^The chemist when entering 
a works must remember that he starts where 
others have left ofi. When examining the results 
previously obtained, he may weU remember that 
the second successful climber of Mont Blanc was 
the savant Saussure, the first was the goatherd 
Balmat. Also that “ when ignorance becomes 
daring, she has sometimes a sort of. compass within 
herself — ^the intuition of a truth clearer oftentimes 
in a simple ndnd than in a learned brain.” When all 
the chances of success seem to be against the experi- 
enced investigator he may sometimes still succeed by 
making certain that aU the precautions are on his side. 

When starting an investigation an opinion will 
naturally be formed as to the probable nature of the 
difficulties to be met with. Every beginning is 
a struggle against resistance. To commence an 
investigation is to find oneself surrounded W 
difficulties which stand as obstacles to progress. It 
is with the overcoming of these tW practical 
research is mainly concerned. The rest is technique, 
known to many. 

Fragments of fact and past experience float before 
the mind, to be utilised or discarded as instinct or past 
experience may suggest. M^od governs scientific 
investigation, as the compass does the mariner’s 
progress when it leads into previously undiscovered 
ways. 

The chemist may possibly start his investigations 
in the works by detecting and examining some 
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abnormal occurrence, which, as recognised, either 
leads to loss, or more favourable results. In the 
latter case his aim will be to extend this into 
general practice. The discovery of such a condition 
is always followed up by the experienced investigator, 
and every possible effort is made to trace it to its 
source of origin, no stone being left imtumed in the 
search. 

To follow up such occurrences is one of the surest 
means to progress. Such an experience is of great 
value to the young investigator. It is one which 
allows of a full play of intellect and knowledge. 
From a practical point of view, such an experience 
converts the novice into a seer. 

The knowledge of theory and practice possessed 
by the new arrival in a works will be mainly restricted 
to what has been termed the first stage of discovery. 
Almost at once he may have to virtu^y discard tms 
as a means to progress, and remembering the prin- 
ciples which underUe scientific investigation he will 
work on lines similar to these, and experiment in 
what are to him entirely new (directions. 

He win have a great deal to learn. Ideas wiU 
crowd upon him from an entirely different point of 
view to that he has been accustomed to, where his 
experience has been made comparatively easy by 
the presence of pure material and easy conditions 
of working. Investigation is set upon a different 
stage, yet the imderljdng principles remain the same. 

In time he wiU come to regard practice as compara- 
tively stable beside theory, and wiU more and more 
rely upon past experience as a guide. Before many 
years have passed he wiU probably observe that much 
of the theory of his coUege days has already become 
obsolete, and no longer tenable as a guide to progress. 
He wiU remember that somehow this is not his 
experience in practical research. Here his methods 
have changed, but the oMer ones are stiU there 
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they axe reqxiired. Temporarily or permanently, 
they have passed out of experience, but under the 
older conditions they stiU remain as useful as ever. 
They have a permanent value, for what it is, and are 
capable of re-use should the occasion demand. 

The practical investigator therefore holds on to 
past experience as to a rock. In time theory 
becomes to him an assertion, practice a fact. 

The main advantage which scientific investigation 
brings with it is the certainty which accompanies 
it in its successful phases. Empirical methods are 
apt to fail at an important juncture, so do the others, 
but here there is a greater chance of re-establishing 
normal conditions by a better understanding and 
a more perfect control. 

Time will teach another lesson. A process which 
yields to a simple control and gives relatively uniform 
results is always the better one. Of fifty processes, 
which seem on general lines to offer advantages, 
possibly only one is utilised in the works. The 
others may, on paper, offer advant^es in certain 
ways, but the experienced investigator will in- 
stinctively know that they are too complicated for 
works practice; that control upon control will be 
required and that more will be lost than gained if 
such methods are adopted in works practice where 
they are not absolutely essential 

The begiimer will do well to reconsider his activi- 
ties when these seemingly lead to more complicated 
methods of working, for the latter may be outside 
the safe limits of working in economic production. 
This fact, self-evident as it is to the practical man, 
is often overlooked by those, who have a more 
limited expeiim^e. 



CHAPTER IV 


PRELIMINARY SURVEY AND SELECTION OF 
SUBJECT-MATTER 

" Zeal without knowledge is like expedition to a man in the 
dark .” — Newton. 

Survey of Past Knowledge. — ^The selection of a 
definite line for investigation will depend upon many 
factors. In early d^ys, the work of others will often 
indicate where further knowledge is desirable, and 
gradually a man’s personal outlook, mental qualifica- 
tions and instinct will select some suitable direction 
for further research. A natural inclination to work 
in a special direction should always be allowed full 
play. 

In many cases the nature of investigation will be 
determined by surrounding circumstances over which 
little control can be effected. Thus a chemist in a 
rubber works will naturally confine his main„atten- 
tion to investigation coimected with this industiy. 

In any event success will come to the ordinary 
investigator as he becomes acquainted with the pro- 
cedure of research and as he possesses a knowledge 
of the main principles which govern its practice. 

When investigation comes through personal 
thought, every care should be taken to fulfil the 
condition that the results expected wiU be of 
immediate utility. 

If the chemist has decided that his mental qualifi- 
cations and training indicate that he will do better in 
academic than practical research, his selection will 
probably be connected with the study of a known 
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reaction working tinder new conditions, the confirma- 
tion of some law, whidi seems to be enipirical, and 
the search for a new one if this is found to be the 
case. 

A mere hunt for new compounds on a plan equiva- 
lent to an addition, or subtraction, sum is of little 
value. This simple stage of research, coupled with 
the recognition of the new substances produced, 
represents investigation in its lowest form. Of a 
hxmdred such new substances not one may have more 
than passing interest. As a training in manipulation 
and ^ill in selection, research of this kind may have 
some value, but it is far better that a selection be 
made where a definite advantage may be gained in 
the successful completion of the research. Every 
attempt should be made to escape from a position 
where no apparent advantage will be gained, other 
than a knowledge of how su^ operations are carried 
out. This knowledge should be secured by other 
means. 

The powers of imagination, foresight, and successful 
attack will be best developed when there is a definite 
end in view. 

In early days, research should not be attempted, 
which is obviously beyond the powers of the investi- 
gator, otherwise his efforts will be strained, and his 
attention may wander from the main issue. One 
should have knowledge of one’s powers before 
navigating the rapids of a dangerous nver. 

Above teverything, the research should promise a 
practical advantage. The latter condition alone 
will prevent a man’s work leading him into a rut. 
The results of imitative research will be of little 
value to any one, and least of all to the investigator. 

Simplicity a Main Factor to Success. — In academic 
work, as in practical investigation, results will be of 
value in proportibn to their usefulness and apparent" 
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simplicity. The value of ori^nal investigation is 
far-reaching, while research which merely follows on 
some one else.’s footsteps, may only call for 
observation and an extension of routine practice. 

The methods employed by great investigators, 
apart from the precautions taken, are always simple. 
Far-reaching conclusions are mainly arrived at when 
the experienced investigator uses his natural abilities 
to their full extent. Thus Greiss laid the foundation 
for immense developments in organic chemistry when 
he discovered the diazo reaction. Its general 
applicability depends greatly upon its simplicity. 

When the field of modem investigation is carefully 
reviewed there should be no difficiSty in selecting a 
line of research which is practical, non-imitative, 
and which does not call for any great elaboration of 
apparatus or of materials only to be obtained with 
difficulty. 

The worker, who starts investigation on industrial 
lines, will have to exert special care that he does not 
select for investigation a problem, which is comph- 
cated by the presence of conditions playing at 
cross purposes with the line of his advance. He 
may have to trace out a very narrow course in a 
wide and uncharted sea, if success is to come his 
way, and this experience will be found to present 
many difficulties over those met with in ordinary 
research. It is a mistake to imagine that practical 
investigation is more easily carried out than academic 
research. The contrary is often the case. 

In academic research the principle that all dis- 
turbing influences shall be eliminated is always 
followed, and the materials used are pure. In 
industrial research these simple conditions are 
rarely present, and experience has to be gained in 
working under conditions, which would be considered 
hopeless in the college laboratory. This explains 
why many acadeniic workers fail when they engage 
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upon industrial problems, where unknown conditions 
have to be faced. Conclusions have to be arrived at 
when nothing but past experience can act as a guide. 
In the past this duality of interests has kept the 
majority of academic workers experimenting along 
lines of Uttle interest, whereas they might have 
devoted their attention to investigation, which would 
have played a double part, and secured for their 
endeavours results of immediate value. 

While the practical investigator welcomes diffi- 
culties which add zest to his search, another class, 
with a different mentality, will falter in the presence 
of unknown conditions, and will return to the straight 
road and a clear run for their activities. 

WThile it is certain that the same conditions must 
apply to academic and practical investigation, yet 
there are added responsibilities and increased diffi- 
culties to be met with in the latter, owing to the 
fact that the course of progress is rendered less clear 
by interfering circumstances. 

In any case a man must be in love with his work. 
He must be so absorbed in it that temporaiy failure 
but adds zest to his search. Though the fabric of past 
knowledge and theory seem to fall about his ears, he 
must stiU work steadily on regardless of extraneous 
conditions, and only intent upon the ultimate success 
of his endeavours. If he f eeb this, he will succeed in 
practical investigation, if not, he will probably fail, 
and he had better return to work which eliminates 
such difficulties, and where research runs a more 
even, but possibly uneventful course. 

Confidence in one’s powers and the presence of a 
quest will often end m the overcoming of extra- 
ordinary difficulties. The man who deliberately sets 
out to win generally succeeds. The one who stops to 
conrider the work of others at every stage, and looi^ 
to^thear results instead of his own endeavours to carry 
birn to success; wiU at best produce imitative work. 
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He will look for chance discoveries when he should 
be steadily working on original lines. 

The one t3rpe of worker faces nature unaided, 
except that he has regard for certain conditions, which 
can alone bring success. The other type seems to 
always require crutches to walk with, and conse- 
quently the higher passes are closed against him. 
before he starts. The worker, who has a constant 
succession of fresh ideas and the power to choose 
from these and give to them a corporate existence 
in fact, succeeds. The task must follow the vision 
and investigation be completed. Resolute deter- 
mination and stubbornness of purpose succeed in 
the long run, and the usefulness of the results 
obtained will foUow when the difftculties, met with 
on the way, are utilised and brought into line with 
the generail advance. They in their turn are 
compelled to give their aid, to be incorporated in 
the research, and become part of it. 

Absence of a Common Expression in Research. — 
With the rapid advance, which has taken place in 
physical science of late years, a corresponding 
dimculty has arisen. The study of subjects like the 
physical conditions associated with chemical reac- 
tions, the advance in molecular physics, the recogni- 
ion of the importance of residual affi^ty, and the 
Hctraordinary differences introduced by varying 
itages of aggregation (colloidal state, etc.), have 
freatly complicated our knowledge of the influence 
>f ph3^ical properties of matter in its relation to 
hemical action. 

This difficulty has not been lessened by the 
iiSerent outlook of the numerous workers who 
low follow up such investigations. The training 
f the phyriast has given him a different idea and 
ray of looking at things to that of the chemist 
roper. 

C.It. 
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The reconciling of these varying differences is not 
yet complete any more than me conflicting aims of 
chemistry and engineering have been settled in the 
works. In the one case, the so-caUed physical 
chemist fills the breach for the time being, in the 
other, the chemical engineer. It is interesting to 
note that both these stop-gaps have originated with 
the chemist. 

Sooner or later these re^ective workers will 
realise the aims and objects of those working on the 
same problems from different directions, but until 
the mass of undigested data, which is pouring out 
from the different centres of research, is co-ordinated 
the present somewhat Tincertain position must 
continue. 

It is possible that some new discovery may make 
all clear, and reduce to order a position which is 
somewhat chaotic. The constantly changing views 
on theory, and the scrappy nature of much of our 
modem research, renders it absolutely necessary 
that some such examination of var3nng views shaU 
be achieved. 

At present the vision is clouded, and many of the 
so-called facts are surrounded by entanglements, 
unshattered by the high explosives of the old-time 
chemist. • ^ 

The chemist fails to reconcile the physicist’s many 
formulae and mathematical expressions with the 
clear results he has laboriously obtained by direct 
experiment. The picture seems out of focus. But 
some day, no doubt, a turn of the screw will make aU 
clear. With a common mode of expression, the 
inevitable understanding will follow. 

The chemist stiU desires to set his pictures on the 
older stage, while the physicist, dnema-like, reels 
ofi a series of apparently disconnected pictures, with 
bewildering effect. 

Just as the dividing line between engineering and 
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diemistry is imperfectly served by the engineer- 
chemist, so the present fine of demarcation between 
the work of the chemist and physicist is incompletely 
bridged by the so-called physical chemist. The 
ever-accumulating mass of crude knowledge accen- 
tuates this disquieting position, but eventually some 
great master will take tilings in hand, separating the 
grain from the chaff, and allocating to their correct 
positions the remaining values and facts. 

Residual Phenomena. — The importance of what 
are termed readual phenomena should be fuUy 
recognised by the young worker, Crookes pointed 
out their supreme importance and that they “ may 
lead a man of disciplined mind and finished manipu- 
lative skUl to the discovery of new elements, or new 
laws, or even new forces.” It is interesting to note 
that he also considered that " upon undrUled men 
these possibilities are simply thrown away. They 
are of the highest moment to the student.” 

Investigators who undertake work of this nature 
are always careful to distinguish phenomena, which 
only seem to point to apparent laws. Where these 
are present they make certain that general con- 
dusions are not drawn from them. 

At the same time a real exception may overturn 
the strongest generalisation ; but interfenng circum- 
stances must be specially searched for, when observa- 
tions of this nature are under review. 

The work of leading investigators should be 
watched carefully, as they deal with problems of this 
nature. 

When the young chemist realises that discovery 
is the result of a definite search, where negative 
evidence is as important as po^tive fact, the reahsa- 
tion must come ^t the value of the simplest piece 
of research, correctly carried out, is fundamental. 
It is self-evident that work of this nature may be 

4— a 
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regarded as of special value as a training for the 
student. 

The investigator, as time goes on, will be particu- 
larly impressed by the progressive nature of his 
work. He will realise the value of some simple fact 
besides a mass of empirical data, even if the latter 
be expressed by a complicated mathematical expres- 
aon ; a sure sign, if past evidence counts for anything, 
that he is faced by a distorted or one-sided view of 
what may be in reality a simple expression. 

Preliminary Search for Past Records. — ^This is an 
important part of any research. It should be imder- 
taken in detail before actual investigation is 
commenced. 

The student must be quite certain that he has 
definite knowle(^e of any work, which may bear 
directly or indirectly upon the investigation he 
proposes to undertake. In practical research the 
survey must also be ext^ded to cover past experience. 

The source of published information may be 
divided into four main sections ; — 

(1) Text-books, Dictionaries, and Monographs. 

(2) Journals of Chemical and other Societies. 

(3) Technical and Semi-Technical Journals. 

(4) Patent Literature. 

Text-books are more useful for general work and 
in the preliminary stage of research. There is a 
growing tendency for these to be devoted to special 
work, and where this is the case they become of 
corresponding importance to the investigator. 
Abstracted mformation should always be supple- 
mented by a reference to the original communi- 
cation. The details to be foimd there are often 
of first importance. They naturally caimot be 
looked for in text-books, where the compilers have 
not, as a rule, the same object before them as the 
investigator. 
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Such works as Beilstein, or Daimner in his 

Anorganisch Chemie und Chem. Technologic/’ 
or Moissan's " Chimie Minerale ” may be studied 
with advantage. The growing tendency to give 
reference to the oiiginm papers is a satisfactory 
feature of modem text-books. 

Reference to Journals. — ^It is necessary to give 
special attention to any journals dealing with the 
subject in hand. Many of these have come into 
being in recent years and are confined to certain 
branches or sub-sections of scientific enquiry. 

Thus it would be necessary for an investigator 
dealing with a research on Colloids to refer to the 
“ ^tschrift fur Chemie und Industrie der KoUoide," 
and when dealing with Tannins and their action, to 
Collegium, the " official ” joiunal connected with 
that branch of industrial research. In the case of 
dyeing, the Revue Ginirale des Matures Colorantes, 
the Farber Zeitung, and the Journal of the Society of 
Dyers and Colourists might be consulted. 

The International Catalogue of Science and the 
Indexes of the Royal Society's Proceedings should 
be carefully examined, although the latter hardly 
touches on the technical side of chemistry. Refer- 
ence to a certsun paper or communication will often, 
by cross references, open out a wide field of further 
information. The student must in this way make 
a special search for previous work. The leading’ 
journals to be consulted may perhaps be taken as 
those abstracted for the Journal of the Chemical 
Society and for the Society of Chemical Industry. 
respectively. 

RSsumls such as the monographs in Ahren’s 
“ Sammlim^ ” are of special significance. 

The prehminajy search may also include the 
annual reports issued by the Chemical Society in 
which will be found artides covering progress in 
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General and Physical Chemistry, Inorganic 
Chemistry, Physiological Chemistry, Agricultural 
Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, Stereochemistry, 
An^ytical Chemistry, Vegetable Physiology, Minera- 
logical Chemistry, and Radioactivity. The publica- 
'tions of the foreign chemical societies must also be 
seMched. 

"Besides papers appearing in the journals, abstracts 
should be carefully considered. This search is 
facilitated when the collected index system is 
adopted. The system of abstracting adopted by the 
leadmg journals is now so complete that it may be 
used in the preliminary stage of an investigation with 
increased confidence. According to the latest infor- 
mation no fewer than one hundred and fifty journals 
have been abstracted by the Society of Chemical 
Industry for their journal. 

Patent Literature. — In some cases an important 
source of information will be found in the patent 
literature of this country, Germany, France and 
U.S.A. respectively. These may be seen at the 
Patent Office Library in Southampton Buildings, 
Chancery Lane, E.C., which is open daily. Many of 
the technical journals, such as that of the Society 
of Chemical Industry, abstract patents in increasing 
numbers. 

No likely source of information concerning past 
investigation should be overlooked. This search 
may be regarded as part of the research,- and the 
beginner must pay- special attention to it, as it is 
of first importance. It will reduce the possibility 
of an investigation being merely a repetition of 
.previously published work. The present advanced 
state of chemical investigation increases the value 
and need of this preliminary work. 

When once the nature or direction of the research 
is settled, any references obtained to similar work 
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should be carefully indexed, and a short abstract 
prepared dealing with their influence on the work in- 
hand. 

The search, which follows the selection of subject- 
matter, may be regarded as the first step in the 
normal path of an investigation. The importance 
of method must be fully realised at this stage, and 
should never be lost sight of until the research is 
completed and recorded in full detail. 

Early Research. — ^The . beginner will naturally 
start work on a modest scale. The results to be 
looked for are p^sonal experience, training in actual 
manipulation, and an insight into the work of others 
observed in actual practice. Attention to such detail . 
win establish method. The simplest piece of original 
investigation successfuUy carried out wiU bring with 
it confidence^ and give increasing value to such work. 

Faraday was extremely critical of his own efforts. 
In reviewing his work up to the year 1832, he divided 
it into three classes, good, moderate, and bad. He 
regarded this examination as of g^eat benefit to 
himself “ because of the utility they (results) have 
been to me, and none more than the bad, in pointing 
out the faults it became me to avoid.” The chemist 
cannot do better than follow this example and at 
stated intervals review his past work and form an 
opinion of its value, and observe where it can be 
improved. This mental stock-taking and critical 
survey will prevent a man becoming toO self-centred 
and satisfied with his work — a fatal bar to further 
progress. 

Nor need he be discouraged if this is seemingly 
slow. Faraday considered that ” it required twenty 
years to make a manin ph3rsical science, the previous 
period being one of infancy.” It is possible that 
under modem conditions, this period may be 
reduced by one half. The " fiifteen golden years ” 
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between twenty-five and forty should carry a man 
fair if he has the natural power ^d instinct, which, 
with energy and perseverance, brings experience, the 
greatest of acquired gifts. 

When investigation is based upon sound lines, its 
importance develops in a natural way, and its 
usefulness grows. Under proper concutions the 
simplest investigation may lead to important results. 
This gradual increase of power may convert a worker 
into a great experimentaKst. It has been well said 
“ that the value of experience is not in seeing much 
but in seeing wisely.” 

Personal Qualifications. — ;-These necessarily vary 
greatly in their nature. It is not ^sy to define their 
nature in words. The powers which make a Chopin 
are not those which make a Kelvin. It is certain 
that the scientific worker must possess curiosity, 
patience, . critical comparison, and the power of 
seeing bdiind external fact ^d realising the true 
importance of things. Imagination plays a great 
part, it may make or mar progress, just as it is 
practical or the reverse. Properly controlled and 
directed into useful channels, it bmldsnew worlds. 

How far the qualifications necessary to successful 
investigation can be created by training, when the 
right instinct is present, is a matter for argument ; 
but it is evident that actual experience h^ led 
Faraday, and many other great thu^ers and experi- 
mental&ts, to bdieve thatjwhen present they must be 
fully developed by training. 

It is generally allowed that the power of observa- 
tion c^ be largely developed by practice, and 
directed into new lines by convincing argument. 
Experience can also be continually increased by 
further contact with operations whi^ come within 
its sphere of activity. 

■ It has been said that " every fact and every 
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discovery casts a light beyond itself, and the extent 
to which this light is perceived depends upon the 
man.” In addition to the powers of imagination 
and keen observation, a certain slm^dhess or fore- 
sight is always observed in the successful worker. 
■VVnen he confines his attention to the main thorough- 
fares of progress he engages upon work of deter- 
mining influence. When his activities branch out 
into new directions, he seems to make a subject 
his own. He leaves research' of minor importance 
•to others. 

Such original workers make no reservations of 
knowledge, yet their unrivalled technique and past 
experience may practically give them a monopoly 
in such work. Such a worker ” possesses the secret 
of novel and unsuspected solutions ; what were 
fixed and rmsurmountable barriers to trained investi- 
gators yield to his gift of magic enquiry ” (H. G. 
Wells). It is impossible to place barriers round a 
bom investigator or pre-determine the direction of 
his superiority, yet it is certain that even his work 
can be rendered more efficient when he possesses a 
thorough knowledge of the principles which have 
guided others when they have faced similar 
conditions. 

Half the mistakes a man makes in the early years 
of his work can be prevented if he possesses a 
knowledge of the . essential principles to success. 
While a borii worker instinctively knows when he 
has departed from the true path of progjress, yet the 
average one will often proceed, unconscious of such 
errors unless these are reviewed in the light of the 
experience of others. 

Manipulative Skill. — Only extraded practice can 
develop skill to its full measure of usefuhiess. It is 
evident that much can be achieved in this direction 
during the period of college training. Manipulative 
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skill is always of more value than an elaboration of 
apparatus. 

Cavendish, in a simple way, obtained results 
indicating the proportion of oxy^fen in the air. 
These were practically identical with those subse- 
quently obtained by Bimsen and Regnault, who 
worked with a greatly developed elaboration of 
apparatus. Yet mere were natural limits to both 
these methods of working, and neither led to the 
isolation of the rarer constituents now known to be 
present in the air, although Cavendish’s work 
undoubtedly pointed to their existence. 

The ^reme care exercised in detail by a great 
investigator is also illustrated in the work of Caven- 
dish. He never conducted the simplest operations 
on any but a quantitative basis. He never prepared 
hydrogen without recording the amount of iron or 
zinc taken, and the voliune of gas generated. He 
seems to have had the fine sense for detail which 
was so evident in the work of Faraday. The latter 
always repeated the experiments of others. " I am 
never able to make a fact my own,” said he, “ with- 
out seeing it.” He also stated that " he could trust 
a fact, but always cross-examined an assertion.” 
Sme of every step, trusting to no one’s conclusions, 
but bringing every fact within their own experience, 
these great English investigators made their name 
known to -the scientific world and placed their 
coimtry ’s fame in the forefront of those who followed 
in Boyle’s footsteps, accepting his views and 
honouring his condusirms. 

A Mental Survey of Action. — ^Many investigators 
find it advantageous to visualise the diffCTent stages 
of their investigations. They are curious enough 
. to form a mental picture of the reactions they are 
employing. This plan is imdoubtedly a usefol one. 
It often precedes the discovery of theoretical con- 
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do^ns and generalisations as these are founded 
upon expet^ental enquiry. 

While this power of picture-making may obviously 
be misused, yet it has been a direct aid to progress. 
While it must never be allowed to become the 
beginning and end of things, it will always remain 
part of the imaginative instinct, as this leads to 
I)fo^ess in the absence of fact. It indicates the 
limitations of our power of direct thought and action. 
Its presence is a sign that knowledge is passing from 
fact to imagination. 

As in learning a language, it is necessary to think 
in the same before any progress can be achieved, so in 
research, a similar condition is called for. ■ These 
s ymb ols of thought, crude as they 'may be, have' 
proved their value by their utility. 

The non-successM issue to an investigation may 
only indicate that the limits of fact and or(hnary ex- 
penence have been arrived at. If a further advance 
can be secured by the imagination, which for the 
time being enables a man to travel further along 
the road of progress, sUch an aid should not be 
rejected. 

Just as in ordinary investigation it has been claimed 
that it is impossible to separate the observer from 
the theorist, a questioning temper and the busy 
suggestive mind bdmg required at every stage, so this 
additional aid to experience must be received and 
welcomed. When it is practised by those who have 
past experience, and possess a regulated mind, results 
have been secured which have withstood the experi- 
ence of fresh discovery. 

Introduction of Instruments of Precision. — ^Since 
Lavoisier made use of the balance in 1778 thereby 
^loding the phlogiston theory, the working out, 
of some new instrument of precision has always been 
welcomed and critically examined. , 
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The invention of a new apparatxis may precede 
or follow the discovery of a new fact. That is to 
say, it may either lead up to the latter or be the result 
of it. 

The invention of the s^ctroscope or the ultra- 
microscope have practical^ founded new sciences 
and extended our knowledge to the heav^y bodies 
on the one band or to molecular formation on the 
other. Thus such a discovery may be regarded as 
the equivalent of an extension of our senses. 

To-day, the number of these aids to progress is 
large, and investigation is often facilitated, or even 
made possible, by them. The investigator therefore 
makes full use of these and teikes every care that he 
is acquainted with them, and the limits within which 
their usefulness can be employed. 

Cost of Experimenting. — ^The compilation by the 
Royal Society of the more important scientific 
investigations up to the year 1879 amoimted to 
£10,000. It was considered that the cost of these 
researches must have run into several millions, and 
that there were made entirely at the expense of the 
investigators themselves " nearly all of whom were 
men of limited means.” 

Of the sum expended on modem research by 
industrial corporations little need be said. The 
experiments on the production of synthetic indigo 
have been stated to run to a million sterling before 
a pound of the material was marketed. 

The results obtained by the experimental methods 
in the practical sciences have still further inoreased 
the interest which is taken in science. In the arts 
of peace and war the combined efforts of the chemist, 
ph3rsicist and engineer determine progress. 

Many . of the larger industrial laboratories are 
equipped in a ve^ elaborate manner. A certain 
chemical combination in Germany employed not less 
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than a thousand chemists just prior to the war, 
This policy was dictated by purely industrial aims, 
past experience having proved the extreme import- 
ance of research when organised on efficient lines. 

The casing out of this work oifers unexampled 
opportunities to the chemist who is qualified both 
by training and natural ability. He must have his 
mind stored with the chief facts and principles of 
science and he " must be able to ima^ne, invent, 
manipulate, observe, compare, and reason.” In the 
ever-widening field of practical science the chemist 
must always occupy a prominent position. From 
a national point of view his responsibility is immense. 
Each day it is more evident that the nation, which 
pays attention to the training of its chemists and 
determines that they shall receive unstinted recogni- 
tion, will be the one who will go furthest in the 
direction of security and the building up of an 
industrial system which will offer the best working 
conditions for labour, and the greatest efficiency in 
the use of raw material. 


CHAPTER V 

METHODS OF INVESTIGATION 

“ No sdentific discovery can with any justice he considered 
as due to accident." — Gore. 

General Procedure. — It is seldom that the original 
course of a research is followed in every particular. 
During the whole experimental period, the investi- 
gator is constantly on the look out for better ways 
of reaching the desired goal, and in many instances 
alternate methods have to be examined in order 
that it may be known whether they give better 
results than the original one. In a process of reduc- 
tion possibly only one of the available reagents may 
give the desired result. In other directions this same 
phenomenon wiU be observed. 

It therefore happens that a research seldom 
finishes up on the exact lines proposed. In extreme 
cases the original scheme of working may have to be 
entirely replaced by another, and different methods 
adopts in order that the desired result may be 
obtained. 

Such changes test the skill of the chemist to the 
uttermost, and the overcoming of them becomes the 
chief matter of the research. 

When research is carried out under industrial 
conditions many additional difficulties are met with, 
and in some cases these are so numerous that the 
research has to be abandoned for the time being. 
At this stage the experienced worker will sometimes 
carry on the investigation on more or less empirical 
lines, and thus industrial operations will be carried 
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out unda: a control, which is partly scientific and 
partly empirical. 

While such conditions could not be countenanced 
in academic research, they give satisfactory results 
in practice. They represent a first step towards a 
scientific control, with the alternative that large scale 
operations must be left entirely in the hands of 
non-sdentific workers. 

As a temporary guide to progress such methods 
are often of great value, especi^y when they are 
utilised by those who have a sound knowledge of the 
ways of industrial processes. 

it must be fuHy realised that in the majority of 
cases the only way of securing a sdentific control is 
to advance by slow stages. In some cases the 
position seems to be so hopeless when it is compared 
with available knowledge that all that is possible is the 
setting up of improved methods of empirical control. 

The work of the chemist during the intermediate 
stage of semi-sdentific control is always difficult. 
Before a sdentific control is possible, everjdhing 
must be known about a process. The discovery of 
the remaining difficulties will generally lead to a 
further application of sdentific knowledge and by 
such means, and generally in slow stages, the ultimate 
goal will be reached. 

Working Conditions. — There is no advantage in a 
student rushing into an elaborate research. He may 
gain what he requires by easier methods, where 
comparatively simple manipulation is called for. 

Research may be roughly divided into two classes. 
In the first, investigation is concerned with known 
or general reactions, extended to cover new sub- 
stances, or where information is obtained mainly 
through the aid of some already available instrument 
of predsion, which enables further data to be gained 
by its use. 
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In the second division, origin^ investigation is 
called for, and the mental powos which are associated 
with such discoveries. New reactions and methods 
of working are discovered, and possibly means have 
to be devised in order that the results arising out of 
the research can be recognised and recorded. 

The investigations of the second order attract 
from their novelty, and the investigator himself 
gains great advantage by securing a first-hand 
knowl^ge of previously rinrecognised fact, and 
finding mmself in the position of being able to suggest 
a possible explanation of the same. 

The first dass of investigation is obviously more 
suited to the requirements of the student, and there 
is a greater advantage in carrying this out unaided 
than in engaging in a complicated research where 
the ideas and progress are entirely controlled by 
one with more experience. The mental training 
is less satisfeictory in the latter case, although the 
experience gained in manipulation is possibly 
greater. 

There is no reason why he diould not go to a more 
experienced worker, and discuss the different points 
with him as they arise, or that he should not accept 
hints where his own toowledge fails to supply him 
with points of detail, which must be settled brfore 
he can continue his work with advantage. 

If the results obtained are not worthy of publica- 
tion, he wiU have taken the first step and gained 
personal knowledge of research conditions. He will 
have the experience of bringing to light for the first 
time fresh fact. He will also learn that a mere 
mechanical followmg out of certain reactions must 
be supplemented by a process of thought, possibly 
combined with any past experience he can gather from 
those who have greater e^erience. The experience 
he gains in the plains wiU, in time, enable him to 
the bills. 
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When research is started in the college it is natural 
that it should be of a nature, which can be success- 
fully negotiated on a laboratory scale. 

The development of our knowledge of orgaiiic 
chemistry owes much to the fact that it can be 
successfully carried to an issue on a laboratory scale. 
From this, and the fact that the selection of subject- 
matter is less difficult, this branch of chemistry has 
received great attention. 

Inorganic research has been correspondingly neg- 
lected, except on the physical side, although there 
still remain problems of great importance. But 
these are not so easily recognised, nor can main 
reactions in this branch of chemistry be followed up 
almost to infinity as in organic work. The clue that 
further work is needed in organic chemistry is often 
only recognised in the works. 

Vast though it is, the field of ‘ ‘ organic ’ ' research has 
been so exploited, that it no longer offers the same 
advantage to the investigator in the college. Impor- 
tant conclusions are only arrived at with increasing 
difficulty. The fashion is therefore running in new 
directions, and bio-chemistry, electro-chemistry, 
catalysis, physical’ chemistry, colloidal chemistry, 
all compete for recognition, and gain it in increasing 
volume. 

The Time Factor- in Experimental Science. — 
Chemistry is favoured, as a rule, by the fact that the 
time of reaction is relatively ^ort. In geology, the 
other extreme is reached, and observation cannot be 
verified by experiment. 

Even in some cases, like that of the formation of 
coal, the chemist can apparently hasten the natural 
i&'ocess by artificial means. Great pressure at 
temperatures in the neighbourhood of 100® C. has 
given changes in wood, which seem equivalent to the 
slowOT processes of nature. 

CJU s 
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In practical research industrial operations often 
have to be observed over long periods before the 
exact conditions sought for can be recognised. A 
patience almost equal to that of a Darwin is some- 
times necessary. 

In cases where a change is very slow in taking 
place, useful knowledge may be obtained by observ- 
ing what happens over a comparatively shorter 
period, and from this forming an opinion of the greater 
effect which may be anticipated. 

Methods of Research. — ^When once the direction of 
an investigation has been settled, and a rhuml of all 
previous knowledge on the subject prepared, there is 
nothing left but to get on with the research itself. 
In ways the nature of expected results will already 
have been thought out. 

When the ordinary apparatus of the laboratory 
is sufficient no advantage will be gained by using 
more elaborate means. In advanced research 
specially devised apparatus is often necessary. For 
example, it is impossible to carry out an investi- 
gation, which requires high temperature conditions, 
without an electric furnace, fitted with all the 
necessary instruments for recording actual tempera- 
tures, etc. Without the electrical furnace Moissan 
could never have carried out his classic work on 
high temperature reactions. Without the vacuum- 
lined vessel many experiments in low temperature 
reactions woidd have been equally impossible. A 
piece of apparatus or an instrument of precision 
may be an essential factor in investigations of this 
order. 

Research will therefore involve the use of : — 

(1) The ordinary apparatus of the laboratory. 

(2) Special, but already described apparatus. 

(3) Apparatus which has to be specially devised or 

invented. 
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Great practical skill and power of manipulation 
must be present in the last case, and the invention 
of the apparatus itself may be the chief part of the 
research, the subsequent recording of results being 
of secondary importance. Should the chance present 
itself such an investigation should be closely followed 
by the young chemist. He will then follow in detail 
the stages of development as they occur when an 
experienced investigator is at work. 

A study of the apparatus used by the great workers 
in the past will impress the student with the advisa- 
bility of keeping tl^ as simple as circumstances will 
admit. By such means the experimental error is 
reduced to smaller proportions and conditions of 
working are likely to remain more constant, both 
of these being vital to success. 

The young chenaist, who is determined to succeed, 
and feels that he is qualified to imdertake original 
investigation, should start this work while theory 
is stiU well in hand. If this is not possible, the 
student should leave with a determination ultimately 
to engage in such work. In the latter case, mudh 
valuable time may be lost in obtaining the necessary 
experience in after life. The importance of obtain- 
ing a working knowledge of the principles, which 
imderlie scientific investigation during the college 
period, cannot be too clearly emphasised. 

Aids to Research. — Familiarity with these condi- 
tions is essential at an early stage. This is a certain 
aid to future success. Beside the fact that this 
knowledge is at the base of all works experience, a 
state of mind is engendered, which persists. 

Another factor, which operates strongly in the 
same direction, is observed in many cases. In certain 
institutions an enthusiasm has been engendered by 
teachers inspirihg their students with similar ideals 
to , those held by themselves. By imparting their 
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spedal methods of investigation to the students and 
thus giving a direction to their future work, certain 
" schools ” have been formed. These have carried 
investigation to further limits than could otherwise 
be expected. 

Another influence, not so generally understood, is 
frequently present, and is hardly less far-reaching 
in its efiects, although it is of an impersonal 
nature. 

It is felt by those who are constantly in contact 
with operations proceeding on a large scale. Its 
influence is difiicult to define, but those tmder it are 
known as possessing a* practical turn of mind. They 
have the “ works sense highly developed, and secure 
practical results. 

By intuition, they possess a power of initiation, 
which is seldom met with in others. 

This experience confers the quality of caution and 
foresight and leads its possessors to work in practical 
and useful directions. Such qualifications frequently 
enable a man to outclass another, who has a more 
widely set knowledge of general fact and theoretical 
attainment. 

There is no real significance in reactions conducted 
on a lo-gramme basis, which is not equally present 
when operations proceed on a scale measured in tons. 
Nor is there any special magic, beyond that of 
convenience, in me glass beaker or the platinum 
boat, which is not equally present in the salt pan 
or the blast furnace. Bather is there an added 
responsibility when operations are conducted on 
this extensive scale. 

The chemist must aim at a wide experience and 
knowledge " of a general order. He must prepare 
himself to' be 'equally at home in all branches of 
chemical research. Such a mental outfit can alone 
make him a successful investigator in the works. 
He must take a wide view of his subject and be 
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prepared to follow up his investigations in whatever 
direction they may lead. 

This is a task of considerable magnitude, but it 
must be faced by aU desiring to m^e their mark 
in that branch of science concerned with production 
on an economic scale. 



, CHAPTER VI 

PHILOSOPHY AND EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCE 

*' work he knew, hui the agitation which surrounded him 
JOS' and wide at ail times perplexed him with its eternal 
questionings." — ^Victor Hughj. 

Value of Theory. — In the practical sciences theory 
IS of little account unless it is based upon, or sup- 
ported by, experimental fact. When this condition 
is complied with the influence of theory on practice 
As legitimate, and in many cases its use leads to a 
direct advance in progress. 

, The value of theory founded entirely upon the 
unagination is al\rays uncertain. It must be ever 
received with caution, and only used in a temporary 
way when all othCT aids faU. However convincing 
it may seem to the intellect, it must never be received 
. m preference to fact. 

In past years, there was a tendency to -regard 
research, which is not concerned with some point 
m theory, as standing on a lower plane. This view 
IS no longer accepted, results being compared for 
their usefuhiess rather than their ingenuity. It 
would be better, for instance, to secure by research 
the conditions necessary for the production of 
synthetic rubber, th^ to be able to write a cflsserta- 
/tion proving that this operation was not an impossible 
one. The former would be useful, the latter would 
lead to nowhere in particular. 

little real loss follows the acceptance of the 
statement that theory must either fall into line with 
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practice or be discarded for some other theory that 
does. This limits false claims, and gives theory its 
true meaning and an outstanding value. When 
theory overloads practice its usefulness diminishes. 
The normal state is reached when'practice advances 
with the full support of theory. 

Philosophy and Science. — ^The relationship between 
philosophy and the practical sciences has been 
revised of recent years. Before the coimection 
between these branches of mental activity can be 
understood, it is necessary that their aims and objects 
shall be correctly defined. 

An attempt has been made to raise the former on 
to a higher plane than experimental science, philo- 
sophy claiming the right critically to examine the 
hypothesis and conclusions of the investigator. 
Herbert Spencer considered that the truths of 
philosophy bear the same relation to the higher 
scientific truths that these in their turn bear to the 
lower scientific ones. By this further process he 
held that the generalisations of the philosopher 
comprehend and consolidate the widest genersdisa- 
tions of science. The student, who is interested in 
this subject, may consult Sidgwick’s “ Philosophy.’' 

Of metaphysics the or<finaxy individual takes k 
lesser interest, accepting the statement that it ends 
in " reducing self-deception to a fine art.” The 
practical investigator has little time to waste over 
such matters, and he will do well to ignore theoretical 
speculations; which are so far removed from a basis 
of fact. The statement by James that before such 
speculations the " intellect comes to rest in a state 
of admiring contemplation ” sufficiently sums up 
the opinion of most practical workers on the theories 
put forward by metaphysicians. 

Rather will the student turn to Faraday, who, in 
his practical way, defined the philosopher in terms 
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which lead one into fresh air. “ The philosopher,” 
said he, “ should be a man willing to listen to every 
suggestion, but determined to judge for himself. 
To be of no school, and in doctrine have no master. 
He should not be a respecter of persons, but of things. 
Truth should be his primary object. If to these 
qualities be added industry, he may, indeed, hope 
.to walk within the veil of the temple of nature.” 
When a scientific worker’s aims fall m with these he 
will come to appreciate the work of others, who are 
travelling along the same road. He will welcome 
advance from whatever q[uarter it may come, and 
wiU gradually gain a position where he can carry on 
his labours without finding it necessary to benttle 
the results obtained hy others. Surrounded by such 
natural conditions, he will work with redoubled 
energy and goodwill. 

Veilue of Results. — It is incorrect for the practical 
worker to assume that static knowledge has no 
interest for him. He must have a general knowledge 
of fact and theory, but it is allowable that he should 
examine this from his own point of view. Theory 
is often modified in the light of this wider and more 
practical experience. ' 

■ Outside its practical use, theory is of fittle import- 
ance. Its value lies in the use the practical investi- 
gator can make of it. Just so far as it is an aid to 
progress he welcomes it. The value of theory rests 
entirely in its utility. It is judged by its influence 
rather than its ingenuity. 

The importance of disinterested investigation is 
beyond question. When such static knoiyledge 
becomes dynamic it is a sign that its usefulness 
has been demonstrated. ' 

The ultimate value of theory as this is used at 
any period is not evident The great conception of 
the benzene ring may have less real sig^cance 
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than a daisy chain, but it has brought about an 
extraordinary advance in practice. Speculations 
as to space formulae and the relative positions of the 
atoms m a molecule may be equally wide of the mark. 
They may belong to the period of childhood of 
science, but their value has been demonstrated by 
the advance in practice which has followed their 
consideration. 

The ever-changing form of theory, which some- 
times leads to a complete reversal of previously held 
ideas, keeps present fact from becoming too impor- 
tant when the rate of progress slows down inordi- 
nately or becomes restricted in its direction. 

Chemistry amd the other Practical Sciences. — ^Where 
an efficient exchange of ideas is secured between the 
different branches of experimental science, the results 
obtained in one section are often seen to greatly 
influence those of other branches. The progress of 
knowledge now covers such a wide area, that the 
significance of an advance in one direction may be 
uiurealised in others. 

The presence of a new fact, when it is determining 
in its influence over the comparatively narrow front 
occupied by the workers, who are immediately con- 
cerned with it, cannot fail in effect to influence the 
whole line of advance. By close investigation other 
sections of workers may arrive at decisions of almost 
equal importance, as these concern their own 
particular subjects. 

Unexpected light may thus be thrown upon 
problems, which, from their outward guise, seem to 
be little related to the original facts. The rapid 
accumtdation of fact in the experimental sciences 
almost compels investigators to specialise, and this 
leads a man gradually to overlook the fact that the 
results obtained by others may be of the greatest 
importance to him in his special work. 
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Approaching natural law from different directions 
the roads seem to be entirely disconnected. Yet a 
survey of the whole position must lead to the con- 
clusion that differences cire due more to a restricted 
view of things than to actuaLfact. 

The molecule of the chemist is the same one that 
N the physicist is so busy tracking down. The play 
~ of the atoms is the same in aU cases, and now it 
A. would seem that the action of electrons is to become 
a matter of peculiar interest to the chemist, their 
direct effect in cases of catalysis . being strongly 
suspected. In this, and possibly many other 
dir^tions the key to previously unemli^ed re- 
actions may lie. Such developments call for an ever- 
increasing exchange of ideas and data. 

The broadest possible grasp of general scientific 
. knowledge will always remain the chief a^et of the 
student. Specialisation is the opportunity of the 
experienced investigator. A certain class of investi- 
gator already makes this cross-reference his chief 
^ weapon, striving to secure for himself the advantage, 
which others have gained when working in different 
directions. 

It is obvious that the ultimate results obtained 
in one section of science will have to be sanctioned 
by the others. They will then be more generally 
useful owing to their greater certainty. A wider 
outlook leads to conclusions, which are more 
correct, because they have been considered from a 
higher standpoint. The exch^^e value of feicts 
and._ theory will thus gradually increase, and the 
corr^tion of interests will lead to a final state of 
knowledge where the woi^kers engaged will close up 
their ranks and advance together instead of by 
separate units. 

The investigator will welcome the ever-growing list 
of reference books devoted to special subjects. In 
many cases, these afford a ready means of refermce 
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to the salient |>oints in theory and practice. This 
new development widens out the horizon for ^e 
worker by increasing the means by which "such 
information may be obtained. 

Future Developments. — A few examples may be 
considered which suggest themselves as having 
reference to this specif development. 

The first one chosen is bio-chemical Meldola 
pointed out (" Chemical S3mthesis of Vital Products,” 
1904) that even if we have in the field of carbon 
chemistry produced thousands of compotmds which 
do not, and probably never will be found to exist 
in living organisms, there is no justification in 
assmning that we have reached a stage where it is 
unimportant whether an organic compound is 
producible by vital chemistry, or that the known 
laboratory methods are equivalents of the unknown 
vital ones. 

A simple case will illustrate this. “ The funda- 
mental sjmthesis par excellence, in which carbon 
dioxide is absorbed by an organised compound and 
the product, or products, decomposed with the 
liberation of oxygen, is as yet without a laboratory 
parallel." In a similar way it may be claimed that . 
although enzyme action may be imitated in the 
laboratory, ho hydrolysing agent of the nature of an 
enz}une has ever been synthetised. 

Until such vital points as this one are settled one 
way or the other it is essential that the chemist and 
physiologist should co-operate on the closest lines. 
Rmtive dep^dence must be the watchword of 
modem investigation in this direction in order that 
the firture of bio-chemistry may be assured, and this 
science established on a satisfactory basis. The 
subject is a fascmating one, and onp to which the 
student in search of matter for further investigation 
^ould pay special attention. 
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In a similar way the proteins oifer an ever-widening 
field for research. Here the conditions are exceed- 
ingly complex, ajjd an almost unexplored region has 
yet to he investigated. Future developments cannot 
fail to be of a startling nature, and of equal interest 
to the physiologist as the chemist. 

The subject of the alkaloids offers, anotha: field 
which must 3deld results ’ of great practical and 
theoretical importance. A reference to Vegetable 
Alkaloids by Pictet and Biddle, or to a series of 
volumes published in rqoo, 1905, and 1908 respec- 
tively, under the title “ Die ABealoidchemie/’ will 
give the student some indication of the scope of this 
branch of chemistry, and its present position. 

It is difficult to over-estimate the opportimity 
which catal5rsis, and the general reactions classified 
under this heading, offers to the investigator, 
especially when the recent developments in this 
direction are considered. In its modem phrase, 
it has been extended to organic chemistry. As 
practised at high temperatiires by Sabatier and 
Sanderens and others, it can be utilised in many 
wa.ys, in processes involving reduction, hydration, 
oxidation, and elimination of halogen hydride, etc. 
On the industrial side, practical use of this action 
has been made in the manufacture of nitric add. 
Its use in the manufacture of sulphuric add is 
common knowledge. These processes are being 
extended industrUdly in many directions and deve- 
lopments of an increasingly important nature must 
be expected. 

Scope and Nature of Application. — ^The successful 
application of these meliods generally turn upon 
attention to. minute detail; systematic resesurch is 
the oiily instruinent which can advance bur know- 
ledge in this direction, e^ecially as many of these 
reactions are reversible. The theory is imdeveloped. 
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and the practical side may be regarded as almost 
virgin ground. The influence of third substances 
in minute quantity may alter thejnormal direction 
of the reaction, or may determine by their presence, 
or absence, the success of these processes from an 
industrial point of view. 

In recent annual reports of the Cheniical Society 
a general summary of results obtained in the domain 
of organic chemistry will be found. 

“ y^nsaturation ” offers a wide field for research. 
Also the relation between colour and constitution, 
which may throw light upon many other problems, 
and has helped to explain the meclianism of chemical 
change — a matter of the first importance. 

Physical chemistry and such subjects as the 
soliition state, molecular weight, thermodynamics, 
chemical d3mamics of homogeneous and hetero- 
geneous systems, chemical equilibrium, and many 
other similar subjects has under modem enquiry 
developed to an amazing experience, but such 
investigation demands considerable knowledge and 
the use of special apparatus if research is to be imder- 
taken with any certainty. 

S^terep-chemistry, dealing as it does with space 
— as (fetinct from structural — formulae, has given, 
rise to speculations of am advanced character. Some 
idea of its present scope may be gained by reference 
to “ Stereo-chemistry,” by A. W. Stewart, where 
the phenomena of steric hindramce, relation between 
space formulae and chemical properties, substitution 
and stability, and other equally important questions 
are discussed. 

The present poation of organic chemistry is 
exceedingly complex. In ” Die S3mthetisch organ- 
ische Chemie der Neuzeit ” Schmidt deals with the 
advance in synthetic organic chemis^. If the 
student will ref^ to Cohn’s " Algemeine Gesicht- 
spunlcte der organischen Chemie,” he will find many 
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hints which will be invaluable in the conduct of 
research of this nature. Beilstein’s “ Handbuch 
der organuchen Chemie ” and Richter’s “ Lexicon 
der KohenstofEverbindungen ” are indispensable 
reference books. 

Fischer’s work has been reprinted in a series of 
publications dealing with the sugars, purines, and 
polypeptides respectively, and a study of his work 
and methods, somewhat elaborate, is particularly 
interesting. 

Enough has perhaps been said as to the importance 
of research in connection with theory and the 
practical results which have followed such investi- 
gations. Whether by such means we shall ever 
arrive at the goal wmch has been defined by Freer 
as a “ perfect human knowledge by which from 
any given premiss the logical conclusion may be 
drawn with unerring accuracy,” it is impossible to 
surmise. 

Modern Research. — The student may regard with 
a sense of awe the increase in the number of important 
sub-sections into which chemical research has been 
divided. He may trace the rise of stereo-chemistry 
to the recorded results coimected with optical 
activity, and a determined and definite search for an 
optically active compound, owing its asymmetry to 
the molecule alone, and not to an asymmetric carbon 
atom. The relation between stereo-chemistry and 
physiology wdl illustrates the inter-relationship of 
the experimental sciences. 

The study of enzyme ac tion is entering into a new 
phase with the ^gestion iliat radiation plays a part 
in the action of these obscure bodies. 

Recent developments indicate a rich harvest of 
fact in the future. This caimot fail to cr^te within 
the student’s mind a deeper enthusiasm, especially 
when the vast area of unexplored ground is realised. 



EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCE 79 

There is hardly a science, art or industry which 
can escape the influefi'ce of the chemist. The part 
played by the latter is yet unrealised. For instance, 
physical science is but a latter-day development of 
chemistry, and Professor Rutherford claimed some 
time ^0 that the physical men were the pioneers in 
electrical engineering. 

New sciences spring up and seemingly develop on 
individual lines, only to be subsequently inter- 
related and closely woven into the general fabric of 
scientific activity, which, erected on a sure basis of 
research as set out by Robert Boyle, is determining 
the physical destiny of man’ 



CHAPTER VII 

CHEMICAL RESEARCH AND INDUSTRY 

“ He that will not apply new remedies must expect new evils. 
They that reverence too much the old are bvtt a scorn to the 
new .” — ^Francis Bacon. 

Science and Industry. — ^The success of chemistry 
as a science, and its obvious connection with large- 
scale manufacture, led to a close examination into 
its possible utility as a guide to progress. So intimate 
has this connection become that m many industries 
the control of operations has passed into the hands 
of chemists. It is evident, that this co-operation 
must increase in the futme until the time when 
industry will become a branch of science, and its 
control will pass to- those who possess the scientific 
instinct, and the power of investigation. 

It would be dimcult to call to mind any industry, 
which will not benefit when the control of manu- 
facturing operations passes to science. In the 
preparation of raw materials, and in aU the opera- 
tions of large-scale production of manufactured 
material, the chemist can influence progress by 
increasing ^dency and obtaining better results, 
with a less ^penditmre of labour. 

It does not follow that such an influence can be 
directly seen in the final product. In many cases 
this is not obvious even to the experienced. 

It is hardly necessary to set out a list of all the 
industries, which are controlled or influenced by the 
chemist’s work, but a reference to the headings of 
abstracts in the Journal of the Society of Chemiaft 
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Industry will give the unimtiated an idea as to the 
immense scope of this influence. The following, 
headings from this source may be set down here, 
for the sake of ready reference : General Plant, 
Machinery, Fuel, Gas, Mineral Oils, Waxes, Destruc- 
tive Distillation, Heating, Lighting ; Tar and Tar 
Products; Colouring Matters and Dyes; Fibres, 
Textiles, Cellulose, Paper ; Bleaching, Dyeing, ‘ 
Printing, Finishing ; Acids, Alkalis, Salts ; Non- 
Metallic Elements ; Glass, Ceramics ; Building 
Materials ; Metals, Metallurgy ; Electro-Metallurgy ; 
Electro-Chemistry ; Fats, Oils, Waxes ; Paints, 
Pigments, Varnishes, Resins ; India-rubber, Gutti- 
percha ; Leather, Bone, Glue ; Soils, Fertilisers ; 
Sugars, Starches, Germs, Fermentation ; Foods ; 
Water Purification, Sanitation ; Organic Products ; 
Medicinal Substances, Essential Oils ; Photographic 
Materials and Processes ; Explosives, Matches. 
These divisions indicate the main branches of 
industry which entail chemical research, and investi- 
gation, in their development. 

In addition to this influence on established 
industries, many new ones have been called into 
existence, as the result of chemical research. Some 
of these are firmly established, and of great import- 
ance. That dealing with the fixation of atmospheric 
nitrogen already supplies certain countries with 
cheap nitric add, ammonia, nitrates and cyanides, 
Turea, etc., as it has supphed most of the nitric add 
used during the war. The artifidal silk industry has 
already supplied the markets with a cheap and 
effident substitute for real silk. The ar^dal 
alizarin and indigo mdustries have reached a stage 
of fearless activity, and have profoundly affected the 
position of the correspondmg natural products, 
having to an extent replaced them. 

In all such cases the conditions of investigation 
and development may differ from those which are 
cji. 6 
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concerned with " constant specidciiion on the lines of 
a more rational theory,” but the general principles 
underlying the two branches of research are identical. 
The differences, which exist, are confined to detail, 
and are in many cases mainly due to the relative 
scale of working adopted. 

Thus an ideal training is one which enables the 
chemist to work in theoretical or economic chemistry. 
This can only be secured when it includes a know- 
ledge of the principles and practice, of research, as 
they are common to both. 

Utility of Economic Research. — The advantage of 
a correct solution to these investigations must in 
some way be clearly indicated. The probable 
result of a successful issue can often be con- 
sidered before the research is undertaken. Thus, 
the utility of a process for producing synthetic rubber 
at a che^p rate is self-evident. Such problems have 
therefore an economic interest. They are often 
considered from this standpoint by associations, 
individuals, or private firms. 

Under modem conditions the success met with in 
many directions has been substantial. In the much 
advertised case of the aniline dye industry it has been 
found possible to establi^ laboratories in which a 
large staff of chemists are employed on research, 
from which important developments have resulted. 
Scientific investigation has proved to be in this, as 
it should in other cases, an essential factor to indus- 
trial success. 

Connection between Theory and Practice. — ^An 
industrial application often follows naturally on an 
investigation, which, in its inception and character- 
istics, is only of theoretical importance. The develop- 
ment of the Mond nickel process from the original 
investigation of carbonyls is a case in point. The 
systematic study of the general properties of coUoids^ 
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and their reactions, is known to have exercised a 
profound influence on certain industries. Another 
example, which might be mentioned, is the influence 
of the metallographic study of alloys and rnft tak 
on the metal industry generally : Auer von 
Welsbach’s work on rare earths in connection with 
the incandescent mantle industry may also be cited. 

The development of the Mond process to its 
present commanding position in the industrial 
extraction of nickel is known to have presented 
immense difiiculties, which were at one time looked 
upon as almost insurmountable. Its successful 
manipulation on the large scale is one of the triumphs 
of engineering chemistry. 

The connection between investigation undertaken 
in connection with theory, and that of industrial 
investigation conducted on scientific lines is too 
evident to require further comment. The former 
has occupied a definite and commanding position ; 
owing to the fact that it has mainly been conducted 7^ 
in college laboratories, where the authors have had 
for years a monopoly of publication so far as results 
are concerned. 

The ultimate fusion of the respective interests of 
theory and practice, which must follow as a (toect 
result of a closer relationship between the two sec- 
tions, will naturally lead to fresh developments. 
With this will come a further advance in the iiiflu- 
ence which science exercises over industry. Its 
influence in this direction is to-day self-evident. AU 
that remains, is to develop its latent-power to the 
greatest extent. 

Aims of the Practical Investigator. — ^The present 
development of the gold industry of the Transvad 
has been only possible through investigations con- 
ducted on the action of cwanides on metallic gold. 
Equally important developments in the textile 

6 — 3 
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industry have followed the study of the action of 
caustic soda on cellulose under varying conditions 
of physical strain. 

In both cases, however, the working out of detail 
was the important factor. The solubility of gold 
in cyanide solution, and the action of caustic soda 
on cotton were both known for years before any 
important practical application resulted. The 
extreme importance of an investigation being 
carried out scientifically, and to its full mnit, is being 
constantly demonstrated. It is beyond dispute that 
the Transvaal gold industry owes its existence to-day 
to the cyanide process, and that without this hardly 
a mine could work at a profit. 

The object before the practical investigator (so 
far as the utilisation of the r^ults of theory is con- 
cerned) is to reduce the period between discovery 
and its industrial use to a minimum. The aim 
of the chemist is to achieve this in the shortest 
possible time, and secure the full advantage of such 
investigation. Many cases might be quoted where 
the direct influence of theory has alone given a clue 
to the solution of important problems in industry. 

The general statement that all scientific know- 
ledge 'vm at some time be utilised, and have an 
influence on industrial developments, may be 
regarded as correct in its widest sense, when it is 
remembered that evidence of a negative character is 
sometimes almost as valuable as positive information. 
In industrial research it is often as useful to Imow 
what not to do, as the reverse. 

It is obviously impossible to predict how soon 
knowledge may be usefully applied, and fherefore with 
a view to reducing this inevitable delay, any unnatural 
division between academic and industrial research 
should be reduced to its narrowest Iknit. This con- 
dition may best be met by the practical investigator 
having a somd working Imowledge of theory. 
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Scale of Working. — It is sometimes very difficult 
to decide the scale upon which the investigation 
shall be conducted. This is an important point, 
and one which will largely depend upon the 
possible aims and developments looked for. It is 
generally found that processes worked out in the 
kboratory, with a view to their ultimate use on an 
economic scale, have to be subsequently modified 
in many ways. In industrial research other con- 
ditions apply to those observed when working in 
a kboratory, where results are obtained which are 
complete in themselves. In the face of this con- 
dition, the past experience and working conditions 
of the investigator will mainly determine the actual 
scale on which the research is conducted. 

' The industrial chemist must have knowledge of 
the general conditions involved, when kboratory 
investigation has to be extended to practice on 
the larger scale. Subsequent difficulties may often 
be obviated by working xmder correct conditions 
in the kboratory in the first place ; and it is m 
determining these that practical experience pkys 
an important part. 

J&cperimental Works. — ^The natural difficulties met 
with in this transition stage may be lessened in 
many cases by the establishment of experimental 
work, operating on an intermediate scale, which can 
be regsu-ded as the equivalent of full-scale condi- 
tions. In this way the ultimate cost of production, 
and methods of procedure, may be more accurately 
estimated and ascertained. 

.Experimental works dealing with processes con-- 
nected with the fixation of atmospheric nitrogen 
have been set up in Norway. A simikr one existed 
at Spandau for the purpose of establishing the value 
of processes, which have for their object the manu- 
facture of the industrial scale of nitrogen products 
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from C 3 ranamide. Many other cases may be brought 
to mind 

Where economic value cannot be accurately 
estimated, this procedure should be followed. 
Under modem conditions of manufacture, new 
reactions are generally dealt with on an inter- 
mediate scale, especially when the conditions 
are exceptional, or novel, in their nature. This 
course is always a safe one to follow under any 
circumstances, and is to be generally recommended. 

• It is not possible on the present occasion to con- 
sider such matters in detail ; or to do more than touch 
upon examples in such procedure ; but a few cases 
may be conveniently selected to give the student 
some indication as to their general nature. 

A useful example is perhaps that of the manu- 
facture of hydrogen for commercial purposes. Pre- 
paration by the action of zinc has no longer any 
special interest. During the Boer war it is said that 
this gas. was prepared for balloon purposes from 
the action of concentrated caustic soda on 
aluminium shavings. Another process, which has 
possibilities, and has been made use of, is the 
decomposition of calcium hydride. Hydrogen gas 
is passed into molten calcium in its preparation. 
Frank has proposed the method of passing water 
gas oyer calcium carbide with subsequent removal 
of oxides of carbon. Another method of preparation 
seems to be the electric one, but the action of steam 
' on iron filings is said to have a future before it, 
especially when the resulting oxide is- subsequently 
reduced by means of water gas, etc., and the process 
made a continuous one. 

The difficulties of working these processes on a 
large scale cannot always be overcome in practice, 
and it is in such work that modem engineering 
chemistry plays such an important part. 

This example illustrates in a.simple way the position 
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a problem of this character may occupy during 
any intermediate stage in its development, when the 
relative values of the different processes are difficult 
to determine, and where past experience is practically 
the only guide of any value, and also when t^ 
investigation is finally completed, but commercial 
data is not yet available. 

Treatment of Ores. — ^The work done at Mansfeld, 
in Germany, in the direction of the treatment of 
copper ores may also be taken as a typical example. 
Austin, worl^g some sixty years ago, found that 
when finely crushed coj^per mattes were leached with 
sodium chloride the silver present was converted 
into chloride, and that this could be removed by 
solution in hot brine. Ziervogel subsequently foimd 
that by careful washing, coupled with a control of 
the temperature of the furnace, the silver could be 
converted into silver sulphate, which could then be 
washed out and recovered by precipitation on copper 
by the Augustin process. This process met vdth 
great success in Colorado, 2,770 tons of silver 
sulphate being recovered by this means at Argo 
alone. Another recent introduction at Mansfeld 
is the successful production of sulphuric acid from 
the converter gases produced in smelting the copper 
ore. 

Again, in America, a few years ago, the Tennessee 
Copper Company were making 200,000 tons of tower 
acid per annum from the waste sulphur, while the 
Washoe Works of the Anaconda Company were still 
discharging enough sulphur into the air to make 
1,400,000 tons of acid per annum. 

Metallurgical operations are essentially chemical 
in their nature. Many of the most import^t 
operations have to be conducted under supervision 
of trained chenoists. It may be taken for granted, 
however, that in most cases of the treatment of ores, 
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where any special difficulty is met with, that a very 
active co-operation of the chemist, miner, and 
metallxirgist, is essential to success. Ores can then 
be worked, and give satisfactory profit, which would 
be " impossibles ” in the absence of this mutual 
understanding and support. 

The Practical Man. — ^In the past, many of the most 
promising processes connectedT with metallurgy were 
invented by “practical men,” and subsequently 
chemists were occupied in determining their nature 
and control. The chemist has now, however, estab- 
lished a more definite position, and from the com- 
mencement assumes the direction of affairs in su^ 
investigations. Thus we see the gradual supplant- 
ing of the empirical method by that of experiment. 
This is inevitable in the case of a long continued 
development in any industry working under modem 
conditions. 

The part played by chemistry in coimection with 
metallurgy has been of recent years a determining 
(me. The processes of reduction and oxi^tion 
selective solution, and many others of equal import- 
ance, all demand a definite knowledge of chemical 
procedure. In fact, the processes themselves are 
strictly chemical ones. The results sometimes 
obtained are astonishing. In the case of the extrac- 
tion of gold from its ores by cyanide solution a 
saving of a penny per lb. in the, price of cyanide means 
a further reduction in working expenses of £70,000 in 
the Johannesburg district alone. 

The treatment of silver ores by this process also 
ofiers possibilities. The bi-sulphite treatment for 
zinc ores also suggests important developments 
Many other examples will occur to the student 
Among these, the results obtained from the study 
of the properties oi metals and alloys suggest that 
in certain directions, improvements, which can 
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hardly be guessed at, will be made in industrial 
practice as a result of extended worh in this 
direction. 

The financial gain offered for successful investi- 
gation is considerable. The commercial treatment 
of arsenic-cobalt-nickel ores, for instance, holds out 
great possibilities. 

In electro-chemist^ the advance ' has been 
phenomenal, and entirely new industries are being 
evolved. The original manufacture of calcium 
carbide has in its turn led to the production of 
cyanamides, which apart from their direct value 
as fertilisers have, in their turn, given rise to the 
manufacture of ammonia, nitric acid and cyanides 
on an industrial scale. Developments in other 
directions have led to the direct fixation of nitric 
acid from the atmosphere. The production of 
calcitun and sodium in large quantities, and many 
other substances also, has resulted from a study 
of the conditions of the electrical furnace which 
afford a means of inducing chemical action. This, 
in its extension, has led to the reduction, on a 
commercial scale, of metals like iron. 

Catalysis. — ^The definite study of the action of 
catalysis has led to results which are destined to 
revolutionise many industries. Examples of this 
are already seen in the Deacon process of manufac- 
turing nitric add, and the Raschig method of making 
sulphuric add and the hardening of fats and oils. 
The field opened here is a wide one, and covers 
inorganic reactions as well as organic ones. The 
oxidation of naphthalene into phthalic add, which 
has played so large a part in the manufacture of 
artifidal indigo, is a case in point. Ostwald has 
pointed out (as 'quoted by Kennedy Duncan) that 
" if one considers that the acceleration of reactions 
by catalytic means, occurs without the expenditure 
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of energy, and that in all technical work, including 
chemicu, time is money, it is evident that the 
s^tematic use of catalysis may lead to far-reaching 
changes in technology.” It is quite impossible to 
suggest that any bounds can be set to future develop- 
ment in this direction, any more than in the case 
of electro-chemistry, or many other new branches of 
chemical industry which might be mentioned. 

■ These few examples must serve to indicate the 
part which chemical investigation is playing in 
modem industry. It is remodelling procedure in 
industries of old standing; and, what is more 
important, supplying the necessary information for 
the establishment of a series of new ones which owe 
their existence to experimental investigation. In 
naany cases these introduce new products, and pro- 
cesses, of great novelty and utility. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

RESEARCH IN RELATION TO ANALYSIS 

" Every fact and every discovery casts a light beyond itself, 
and the extent to which this light is perceived depends upon the 
man” — Gore. 

Modem Analysis. — ^The influence-of the application 
of modern methods to analysis has profoundly 
modified this branch of chemistry. Until this 
influence was directly brought to bear, the latter 
was incomplete, and to an extent empirical in its 
procedure. 

The presence of correct methods of analysis is so 
essential to scientific control that the branch of 
chemistry has taken on a new significance in works 
practice. 

Analysis , was first placed upon a definite basis 
by Gay-Lussac and Berzelius. In the early develop- 
ment of chemistry, it played an important part. 
Regarded in latter years as an art rather than a 
science, it ran a more or less isolated course, having 
little in common with the general development of 
general knowledge. Rivot, Fresenius, and Rose 
practically limited themselves to detail in manipu- 
lation and the general conditions of correct working. 

During more recent years this position has 
materially changed. A detailed knowledge of the 
underlying principles of precipitation, etc., has 
modified the entire position, and analysis in its 
new guise once more occupies an important place 
in relation to general chemistry. This change has 
been fully described by Ostwald in “ Die Wissen- 
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schaftlichen Grundlagen der Analytischen Chemie/' 
Leipzig, igo8 (translated into English as ‘‘ The 
Foundations of Analytical Chemistry,” 1908). Refer- 
ence may also be made to "Qualitative Chemical 
Analysis,” VoL I., Theory, by J. Stieglitz (Century 
Co., New York). 

By an application of the law of equilibrium to the 
reactions involved, the conditions under which pre- 
cipitation may be complete or incomplete were made 
evident, and the methods to be pursued, in order to 
bring this operation to practical completion, were 
indicated. This review of the question of analysis 
in the light of modem theory has caused it in its 
many branches to take to itself a new significance, 
and play a more important part in the science of 
chemistry, suppljdng an efficient method of con- 
firmation for theory, and in a way which is brought 
to the notice of all workers. 

No more satisfactory example of the advantage 
of the application of theory to practice could be 
found. It indicates in a most de&ute manner the 
advantage of examining processes, whether they be 
industrial or anal3rtical, firom a standpoint of theory. 

More general information may be gained on tms 
point by stud3dng the “ Theoretical Principles of the 
Methods of Analytical Chemistry,” by Chesnau 
(translated into English by Lincoln and Camham, 
1910). In this work will be found indications of 
research, which is still necessary in connection with 
the influence of the physical state of precipitates 
upon their purification by wasHng, irreversible 
reactions, double decomposition of salts, and the 
general study of the reactions met with considered 
from the ionic standpoint. 

Technical Analyses. — ^When it is impossible to 
utilise ordinary methods, it is sometimes possible to 
substitute for them a kind of small scale operation, 
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which conforms to those utilised in large-scale work. 
Thus results can be chedced io advance, and an 
idea obtained as to the way lar^e scale operations 
will proceed when the same conditions are followed. 
In time, such methods of control become particularly 
useful, especially when, by practice, the results 
obtained can be interpreted correctly. 

The conditions under which tliese empirical tests 
are carried out become in some cases very involved. 
This can be appreciated by comparing the standard 
method of tannin analysis in use to-day with the 
recognised method of twenty years ago. Also by 
observing that the conditions set out as standard 
in. Europe are not acknowledged in America in all 
their detail. Yet, such is the belief in the utility 
of these methods, that thousands of tons of tannin 
materials change hands on a basis of the results 
obtained in the laboratory. 

In empirical analysis, the results must necessarily 
be expressed in terms of an arbitrary standard. In 
the setting out of details for a recognised process, 
which will be acceptable to aU those interested, the 
scientific method often plays a considerable part, and 
chemists of h^h standing have not hesitated to 
devote their time to the elaboration of conditions, 
which are most favourable to success, although these 
are not tmderstood in their nature, but only in their 
influence. 

AU such processes are therefore subject to improve- 
ment by finther trial and experience, by which niftang , 
then- technical significance is increased. 

When the begiimer selects a process, which has not 
hitherto given satisfactory results, he must look, in 
the first place, for the causes which in the past have 
led to uncertainty. He must search for influences 
whidi give rise to incomplete precipitation, and try 
and And out the action of any substances present, 
which may interfere with the normal course of the 



94 


CHEMICAL RESEARCH 


reaction involved. The investigator must then 
determine the exact nature of such disturbing 
influences by direct observation or experiment, and 
attempt either to eliminate these or to allow for their 
action in some way or other. There are a number 
of recognised causes, which may lead to inaccurate 
results, and the experienced analyst will first make 
certain that these are not causing irregularities before 
he sedss for other reasons. 

Work of the Analyst. — ^The analyst, who works 
with his brains as weU as his hands, may reasonably 
expect to improve processes, or even to devise new 
ones, which his knowledge leads him to believe will 
give better results. He finds a source of inspiration 
in such out-of-the-way materials as flue dusts, 
residuals, and other seemingly useless products of 
the works. 

The scientific examination of such materials often 
leads to important results, and it is the province of 
the analyst to make this special kind of research his 
own. The more general his knowledge the greater 
chance he will have of benefiting bjr his research, 
and the more valuable will his suggestions be. 

When he possesses an original tiom of mind and 
works with skill and a knowledge of chemical 
operations in general, his work will influence most 
branches of chemical activity. 

There can be little doubt but that the future will 
call for an increased efiSciency in the works laboratory 
• and that analysis will become more complex and 
difficult. While repetition work will be performed 
' by those who have nttle knowledge of chemistry, the 
analyst proper will find that he is called upon to 
perform a higher grade of work, and that he will be 
expected to supply new niethods of analysis where 
these aure imperfect and even to work out new ones 
when the existing ones are unsatisfactory. 
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The literature connected with analysis is parti- 
cularly voluminous, widely dispersed, and somewhat 
scrappy. A search into this soon disclose some 
point which still calls for further attention, and more 
or less original investigation. 

By comparing standard processes with others, 
which are comparatively unknown, useful information 
can generally be secured. 

It is often found that the use of a recognised 
process may be extended in a new direction by the 
introduction of modifications in detail. The Ejddahl 
method of estimating nitrogen is a case in point. 

The young analyst should be continually on the 
look out for improvements in existing processes, as 
these may be suggested by his own experience. 
This search for hidden difficulties and errors will 
improve his general standard of working and impart 
to it an added significance. 

Defective or discarded processes may be re-exa- 
mined with a view to their improvement, especially 
when it is observed that they possess certain advan- 
tages over present methods which could be utilised 
if defects in other directions were eliminated. 

Volumetric analysis, gas analysis, gravimetric 
.^alysis, empirical methods like the International 
method of analysing tannins, aU call for further 
investigation and improvements in detail. The 
whole subject is one of special interest in the present 
day, when works efficiency so largely depends upon 
control, and when so many new methods of pro- 
ducing results are constantly being introduced, each 
calling for new conditions, which must be followed 
in detail. 

The experience gained in following up such work 
amounts to a sound, training in simple research. 
Skill in the laboratory means added manipulative 
power, and an increased speed in working for 
accurate, results. 




PART II.— PRACTICAL RESEARCH 

" Whoever could make two grains of com, or two blades of 
grass^ to grow upon a spot where only one grew before, would do 
more essential service to his country than the whole race of 
politicians put together ” — Swift. 
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CHAPTER IX - --■ .:t ' 


AIMS OF PRACTICAL SCIENCE 

" To spend too much time in study is sloth. ... To use 
ffiem {studies) too much for ornament is affectation. To make 
judgment wholly by their rules is the humour of the scholar. 

. . . There is wisMm above them, and beyond them, won by 
observation ." — ^Francis Bacon. 

Economic Gain. — From this chapter onward, 
res^ch is considered in its practical aspect. Facts 
and theories are regarded as a kind of raw material, 
which is utilised wherever possible. In practical 
research, the main object aimed at is to gain economic 
efficiency, by securing new, or better, methods of 
working in large-scale production, or by introducing 
new and useful products. 

In works practice (for such operations are generally 
carried out in works) pa,st experience is first looked 
to, as a guide. Whenever possible, this w supple- 
mented by scientific knowledge and investigation, 
and then greater efficiency, from both a physical 
and economic standpoint, can be secured. 

When entirely new processes are brought into 
operation, past experience may be of smaller account. 
Where pl^t construction, and practice, are entirely 
new, common sense must largely replace experience, 
and this, combined with any available data, must be 
relied upon to bring success. 

\i^en scientific knowled§je is useful, it finds its ' 
true m eaning . Combined with actual experience, it 
becomes a new fact. In its absence, speculation and 
controversy are alone possible, and works practice is 
empirical. The important point about a scientific 
&iCt is its usefulness. 
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Scope of Practical Research. — It has been recently 
stated that some 400,000,000 of the world’s inhabi- 
tants sjjend their lives in factories or workshops, and 
that within a few years this nrnnber win have 
increased to 500,600,000, mainly through industrial 
expansion in India, China and Japan. It is there- 
fore possible to form a rough estimate as to the 
number of chemists, which will be required when 
industry is organised on scientific lines. 

Assumng ttat only one chemist will be required 
for every thousand workers, and for one-fifth of the 
total number employed, there would be a caU for 
80,000 trained chemists. It is impossible to conceive 
the changes that such a concentration of scientific 
energy would bring about, not only in actual prac- 
tice, but in the conditions which surround working 
conditions. A gain in efficiency amounting to 10 
per cent, on the average would be equivalent to the 
labours of an extra army of 50,000,000 workers. 

By comparison with such an organisation, oui 
present efforts are of little account. A few years age 
the writer estimated that a body of trained chemists 
numbering 600, could easily be utilised in the British 
textile industry alone (see " The Research Chemisi 
in the Works,” published by the Institute ol 
Chemistry). This estimate was based upon th« 
condition that one chemist should not deal with 
plant represented by more than £500,000 of capital. 
Any one with practical experience will allow that 
an even larger number could be easily absorbed 
provided that they were capable of origina! 
work. 

Results obtained in Practical Research. — ^The 
young chemist will succeed in the industrial world 
when he improves ps^t practice and secures bettei 
conditions of working. Inter on, he may turn hi 
attention to the working out of original processes 
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for which a wider, and more complete experience is 
naturally required 

From the first he must be prepared to find his 
results and conclusions judged from a standpoint 
of utility and works practice. 

This means that a new condition is introduced 
into his work. The economic factor stares him in 
the face, and demands that his results shall be - 
immediately useful. Further than this, that they 
shall be more useful than those already practised. 

. The student will have been accustomed to thinking 
in terms of static research, for he will, in all proba- ' 
bility, have been in contact with those who regard 
research from a purely academic (or static) point 
of view, reljang upon others to complete dis- 
covery, and extend their results to the point where - 
thw become useful. 

The practical investigator has no such refuse. 
He is faced with the added responsibility of securing 
practical results. In his new world every hand .. 
that trembles is pushed aside,” and the uncertain 
worker rapidly finds his level. 

Another new condition has to be faced. The . 
publication of his results is barred, unless this takes 
place through the Patent Office. The value of his 
work rests m secrecy, and not, as in academic or 
static research, in publication. 

In these two important directions the work of 
the practical investigator differs materially from 
that of the academic one, who is rarely called upon 
to consider the economic side of research, and whose 
main chance of recognition rests in the widest 
possible publication of his results. 

As a matter of fact, the investigator should always 
proceed as if his aim is a practical one, and when his 
results aue not of this order he should record them 
■for the use of others, who may complete discovery 
by their use. 



102 


CHEMICAL RESEARCH 


Academic and Practical Workers. — ^When this is 
realised, it will be seen that general efficiency is 
clearly dependent upon co-operation between the 
different branches of chemical activity rather thjui 
m the forcing of their individual aims and ideals, 
which are, of course, mainly determined by, sur- 
roundings and tradition. 

The recent war has brought sdentific workers, 
who were living in different worlds of thought and 
experience, into a more reasonable contact. This, 
in its turn, has brought about a better rmderstanding. 
The college worker, has learned much of the nature 
of industrial investigation. He has been led to the 
conclusion that this work is often exceedingly com- 
plex, and that the practical man has to secure 
results tmder conditions of working which would be 
considered impossible in the laboratory. 

He has observed, that processes in the works are 
often so changed in outward appearance, by design, 
or compulsion, that they hardly seem to be of the 
same order ; that the main difficulties met with in 
large-scale production have no counterpart in the 
college laboratory. On the other hand, the practic^ 
investigator has gained an increased knowledge of 
the work performed by academic workers where the 
substances used are chemically pure, and products 
are pr^ared on a basis of grammes instead of tons. 

Sir J. J. Thomson recently remarked (Chemical 
Society’s Annual Dinner) that his war experience 
had brought to his notice the fact that laboratory 
work was only the beginning of research, and some- 
times its least difficult phase. He had been greatly 
impressed by the difficulties, which had to be over- 
come before work could be undertaken on an 
economic scale. 

Only those who have had long experience in such 
work can fully reaKse what these difficulties really 
are. It will be remembered that the inventor of the 
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steam turbine had hardly overcome his practical 
difficulties before his patent expired. Still greater 
difficulties are being overcome by those, who are 
tr3rag to place the gas turbine on an economic 
basis. The added difficulties are innumerable in 
practical research, each of which must be overcome 
before success is achieved. In this the work of 
every one is involved, and only by the closest 
co-operation can success be realised within a reason- 
able period, or with any certainty. 

Pr^tical ei^rience alone can give an idea as to 
the relative value of static and dynamic research. 
The condition, which prevents pubhcation of details, 
has left those who confine their attention to static 
research in the dark, as to the greater portion of that, 
which is djmamic. 

Occasional visits to a works cannot give the required 
information. An example illustrating this point 
will be found every time an experienced and practical 
investigator is called upon to report upon a new 
process. In such a case, a month's personal and close 
examination into worlduig conditions will generally 
be necessary, even when he is conversant with the 
practical conditions governing the working of the 
process in question. 

When a scientific commission imdertook to report 
upon the 10,000 hj). experimental plant erected 
by the Badische Company to demonstrate the 
Birkeland method of fixing nitrogen from the 
air, it is known that they found it necessary to take 
entire diarge of the running of the plant for such a 
period, before they felt that they could claim that 
their inaght into the process wras complete enough 
for them to report. . 

Additional Responsibility. — ^The additional respon- 
sibility involved in practical research is widely 
observed. In a works the begiimer realises almost , 
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immediately that his knowledge of chemistry, even 
. when- this' indudes an experience in laboratory 
"research, is of small ■value in itself. At best, it is a 
skdeton framework, which by laborious work he 
has to fill in, until the structme is complete. Only 
in its use can his knowledgfe be of any •value to him, 
Sind in this further experience many other things 
beside chemical knowledge are necessary. 

As the years roll on, and experience comes to 
supplement knowledge, he will settle down to work 
on general lines, making use of his chemical 
knowledge whenever possible. 

- Theory and laboratory practice will in time assume 
a modified sig^cance brought about by their use 
in actual practice. 

When ^ has been achieved by chemical know- 
ledge and the use of theory, difficulties remain, which 
stfll stand in the way of progress. The chemist 
cannot afford to relinquish his work at this stage, 
relying upon others to complete it. He must face 
the task of finding out the vmy to overcome these 
remaining difficulties. This extension in practice 
must be faced by the practical chemist who washes 
to succeed in his work. * 

“ Pure ” and " Applied ” Research. — ^An estimate 
of the relative value of these two branches of 
research presents difficulties. The mere presence 
of such terms indicates an absence of a proper 
realisation of the value of practical research. The 
latter is not concerned with the mere application of 
knowledge, as this is applied in the form of generaU- 
sations or data by certam workers in " pure " research. 
Such terms may have been useful in the early days 
of investigation, although the writer doubts this. 
To-day, they represent an obsolete idea, better 
forgotten. As progress 'widens, and action forces 
further thought, their usefulness wanes. Already, 
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in the more modem industries, such distinctions no 
longer have a recognised meaning. 

Teaching, Research, and Industrial Control. — ^The 
driving force exerted by practical science is the 
combined effort of the tocher, laboratory worker, 
and the chemist, who works out and controls large- 
scale operations. 

A relatively low efficiency, in any one of these 
directions, affects the general position. If any one 
of these activities should work in a direction, which 
is contrary to the common good, aU must suffer. 
The complete co-operation of aU the interests 
involved must somehow be secured. 

At some future time this difficulty will no longer 
exist, and then the student will pass from the college 
to the works without any material change in ms 
ideas, or methods. For tms to happen, each section 
must form a correct opinion of the value of the work 
of the others, and conform to a general scheme of 
progress. 

■V^en the yoimg chemist can pass from one stage 
of his experience to the other, and his trained eye 
and ijeflectiye mind has not to consider an inter- 
mediate one, in which, by self-instruction he must 
readjust his ideas, a great step will be achieved. 

Knowledge and the Practical Chemist. — ^The prac- 
tical chemist, possibly making use of static Imow- 
ledge, brings about the completion of discovery. 
Accumulated knowledge has fittle value until it is 
utilised. 

The zenith of activity is reached when a man is 
enabled by past experience and a natural, or acquired 
ability to n^e the best use of any knowledge he 
may possess. It is then that he experiments with a 
freedom from error, and is practical in his outlook. 

The imqualffied acceptance of the decisions, and 
opinions, of a man, whose knowledge greatly exceeds' 
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his practical experience, should always be guarded 
against. Such decisions should always be comrmed, 
before they are brought into large-scale practice. 
-Otherwise, ill-balanced action will result, as in the 
case of Hamlet, of whom it was said " that he was so 
amazingly clever that he made a mess of ids own hfe 
and the fives of those he loved.” 

The Chemist and Industry. — It is doubtful 
whether any other worker in science has to meet 
a more varied call upon his services, than the 
practical chemist. 

The problems he has to face, and overcome, are 
innumerable, and they vary in their nature to an 
extraordinary degree. Each, and all, have to be 
considered. Sometimes these may caU for a know- 
ledge of engineering practice, or the conditions may 
be purely physical in their nature. Surface action, 
absorption phenomena, and many other equally 
obscure causes may interfere with his progress 
and conspire singly, or collectively, to stay his hand, 
and complicate ms work. The writer remembers 
times in Ids experience when it was necessary 
to drop chemistry, and advance on lines where 
engineering, or other outside conditions had to be 
overcome, before any progress was possible. This 
is probably the expenence of all, who have been 
eng^ed in large-scale production. The ordinary 
straightforward conditions, which apply in academic 
research for the most part, must not be looked for i® 
industrial work. 

In many instances the causes, which give rise tc 
results, have first, to be recognised. The field ol 
Industrie research resembles that of a battle rathei 
than the ordered parade ground. In the end, a 
position will possibly arise where a process can be 
controlled on scientific lines only in certain sections, 
the others bring controlled emfdrically. The lattei 
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methods may seem strange to a; chemist, who has 
always worked with pure chemicals and in glass 
beakers, yet they serve their end sndcessfiilly, 
overcoming difficmties, which would otherwise be 
fatal to progress and hold up the utilisation of that 
part which is already run on more certain lines, and 
which conform to known fact and experiment. 
As a temporary measure, their use is justified by the 
results obtained in the past. 

The experience required by the practical chemist 
is therefore wider than that of the academic worker. 
Quick decisions must often replace considered action, 
as this is based upon prolonged experiment. 

When a process cannot be explained by present 
knowledge, it is quite impossible to hold it up for 
this cause. The best must be made of empirical 
knowledge, and with caution progress must rest on 
such a structure imtil more certain information is 
available. 

W&'e the practical chemist to confine his attention 
to those processes, which can be worked on strictly 
^entific lines, half his usefulness would be lost to 
industry. When the academic worker is faced with 
mixed reactions he must overcome these, and resolve 
them into their simpler factors, or throw down his 
tools. The practical chemist has to secure useful 
results in the presence of many unknown conditions, 
which are there because they have not yet been 
reduced to order. He is a pioneer, always working in 
advance of scientific knowledge. Like Shackleton in 
his latest attempt to reach the South Pole, he holds 
that " A man must shape himself to a new mark 
directly the old one goes to groxmd.” 

Knowledge of Previous Research. — ^From the 
confused mass of information published in scientific 
and technical journals, and text-books, the practical 
investigator must select that part, which is likely to 
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be useful to him, and to so arrange it, that it can be 
referred to. 

The practical chemist should not hesitate to con- 
sult others, who have a more special knowledge. A 
second opinion is too rarely sought in the starting up 
of a new process. Experience should be utilised, 
from whatever source it comes. The organisation 
of a works is incomplete, unless every possible advan- 
tage is taken of all avsulable knowledge. The cost 
of an opinion is small beside the risk of the loss, which 
may follow the erection of an ill-considered plant. 

Where operations must still be conducted on 
empirical hnes, or where success depends upon 
questions of detail, it is especially necessary that 
every possible aid to correct working shall be sought 
for, and utilised. 

Research and Utility.— In time, experience leads 
an investigator to select lines of research giving 
useful results. Instinct and common sense lead one 
in the same direction. 

In an active centre of industry there is little time 
to waste on research, which is rmdertaken. with the 
idea that " something useful may turn up." Such 
research is too often sterile. 

There is little object in an experienced investigator 
setting out to duplicate the work of other^where 
nothing but the recording of a few more ^^cal 
constants, or .minor facts, can be looked for. These 
are soon swamped in the sea of existing fact. 

Changing the Process of Manufacture. — So many 
conditions, and possibilities, have to be considered 
before any radical change in methods can be intro- 
duced in large-scale production, that progress often 
seems slow to those, who do- not fully understand the 
position which has to be .^ced. 

it is better to 'vrork carefully, than to make .a rush 
at things, trusting that somehow,' unknown condi- 
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tions will not be met with, and interfere with progress. ■ 
The added difficulties introduced, when an improve- 
ment is effected in two stages instead of one, should 
stay a man’s hand, and make him reconsider his 
programme as fresh fact comes to light. 

A change in method often means a temporary 
delay over the whole plant, even when the greatest 
care is exercised. Also when investigation is 
successfully utilised on a section of the plant, this 
may introduce fresh difficulties elsewhere. Work- 
men, who have been engaged for years on a definite 
routine, naturally hesitate when they have to perform 
new and strange operations, the reason of which is 
not evident to them. 

Where more than one change is introduced, it is 
sometimes exceedingly difficult to discover which 
improvement is responsible, when defects develop a 
considerable time after the changes have been made; 
The young chemist should go slowly, and not get 
into the habit of changing methods simply for the 
sake of doing so. Delays in manufacture caused 
by changing methods necessarily reduce output 
and this may outweigh any advantage gained in 
method. 

The possible after-effects of any change must 
always be carefully considered. It is no uncommon 
thing for an immediate result to be nullified W 
changes which take time for their completion. It 
is in this direction, that the inexperienced worker 
may fail. Where it is necessary that action be 
taken without a reasonable knowledge of the results 
whidhi may follow, past experience is. generally the 
only guide. Results must be watched at every stage 
of manufacture. 

The best results are only obtained, when every 
advantage is taken of all possible sources of informa- 
tion, be this theory, experience gained during the 
laboratory stage, or past experience in the works. 
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The kst is often the best guide, as it naturally stands 
doser to actual practice. 

Relative Efficiency and Cost of Production. — In 
practically all cases of large, or economic, production 
m a chemical works, comparison can be effected by 
the relatively ample, expedient of expressing the 
result in tenns of labour. The practical investi- 
gator is concerned with the cost of production of a 
material. 

In a wide sense, research is either concerned with 
the production of some new material, which can 
^onomically replace existing ones, or else with the 
improvement of existing processes so that they 
require less labour to produce the same result. 

In practice, all operations can be referred to labour 
in some shape or form and the variation in the 
pocket value of skilled and unskilled labour renders 
it imperative that these should be compared on a 
baas of wages. This applies to each, and every stage, 
of manufacture, from the obtaining of the primary 
raw materials to the finished product. 

The laboratory chemist may set up a basis of 
comparison on lines of relative efficient. Only when 
all other fectors remain constant can tMs be applied 
to practical work. Where an alteration in method 
entails changes in labour conditions, this must be 
allowed for when efficiency is determined. 

The following examples will make this point clear. 
In the first case, two processes for the manufacture 
OT nie same final product are working side by 
Differeiit raw materials are utilised, and van ring 
proportions of labour, shilled and unskilled, are 
imeded for the working of the same. The plant in 
the one ca^ is simple, in the others complex. To 
form an estimate of the comparative values of these 
two proc^^ it is necessary to make allowance for 
these additional factors. 
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In the second case two ptocesses of manufacturing 
are available. In the laboratory the first gives an 
efficiency of 90 per cent, on theory, and the second, 
^0 per cent. On this information alone the former 
IS me better one. In practice this order is reversed 
because the cost of raw materials in the former case 
exceeds that of the latter by 60 per cent. 

The economic efficiency of a process is therefore 
the real indication of its value. Equally, the 
practical value of a mathematical expression, whidh 
IS utilised, can be expressed in the same way. The 
same majr apply to a set of curves, or an academic 
investigation. 

Thoi^ht and action are, in a way, capable of 
comparison, when their value is declared in economic 
terms, an operation which is sound in an experimental 
science. 

There are other factors which play a part in the 
working of a process. For instance, the life of the 
plant is often an important item in expenditure. It 
K obvious that if one process can be carried out in 
such a manner, that the plant renewal accotmt is 
less than in another, this can be allowed for, as at 
the end of each year a proportion of the original 
cost of a plant must be written off and added to the 
cost of production. This may also be expressed in 
terms of labour. 

The object in view is the same in all cases. All are 
concerned with the obtaining of more efficient 
methods as these are represented by labour expendi- 
ture in its widest sense. 

Thus the physical efficiency of a chemical process, 
however satisfactory in itself, will not enable one to 
form an opinion of its value. 

Interest on capital, cost of distribution, etc., may 
not directly concern the investigator, although they 
may be materially modified by his endeavours. If on 
any given plant the chemist can so modify prac- 
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tice, that the production is doubled, this means 
that general charges may be halved per unit of 
production. 

Research and Industrial Operations. — It will be 
seen, that all operations connected with the economic 
production of useful material can be reduced by such 
means to common terms of comparison. From this 
standpoint, the value of acadeirac research must also 
be expressed in terms of its utility, and in this way 
brought into the same scheme of comparison, and 
its value declared in equivalent terms. 

It has been stated that " science is a branch of 
industry.” At some future time, a stage may be 
reached where it will be more correct to say that 
industry is a branch of science. 

Science and Industry. — ^When a manufacturer 
takes up a new process, or engages in a new manufac- 
ture, he selects methods of production which bfifer 
special advantage. This choice is primarily made 
with the object of securing a better return upon 
capital. The practical investigator, approaclmg 
the position from the opposite direction, has the same 
object in view. Both ultimately meet on the com- 
mon grotmd of production. Both attempt to secure 
the same result by reducing the labour involved. 

The teacher aims at instructing his pupil so that 
he may work with greater advantage. The 
research chemist carri^ this process on a stage 
by providing a further supply of knowledge. Others 
then consider the- problem of economic production. 
These xmited endeavours give a real meaning to 
science. These interests then join hands with those 
who provide raw material on the one hand, and look 
after the distribution of the final products on the 
other. 

At the. heart of every completed discoveiy is the 
wish that it may be useful. There is little else 
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that matters. At a later stage, it will be shown 
how the conditions which govern research may be 
set up in the works proper, and the influence of 
science usefully extended, a process wMch will not 
stop until the whole of industry is covered. 



CHAPTER X 


PRACTICAL INVESTIGATION AND THE 
PERSONAL FACTOR 

" Science, and the ccppUcations of science, are united together 
as the tree and the fruit ." — ^Pasteur. 

. Scientific Knowledge and Practice. — ^The worker 
in pure science claims that he is entirely concerned 
with the discovery of new facts and generalisations; 
also that, in these days of specialisation, more is not 
possible. The practical investigator takes up the 
task where the academic worker leaves it, and 
carries it on to its logical conclusion. That discovery 
is mainly divided into two stages is entirely due to 
this convenient division of labour, which depends 
upon the fact that the human intellect is unable, 
except in exceptional cases, to complete discovery 
in one stage. 

In the main the successful workers in pmre science 
are those who have a practical aim, for then their 
results can be utilised without delay. When the use 
of knowledge is delayed through the fact that it is 
not directly cormected with practice, the position of 
a worker in pure science is definite, and subject 
to the v«rdirt of future workers rather than present 
ones. 

Recognition of Research. — The application of 
knowledge brings an instant recognition of the value 
of research. The Imowledge that their labours niay 
have a -useful ending acts as an incentive to aU, who 
realise the true aim and object of scientific 
investigation. 
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Huxley pointed this out quite clearly : " I weigh 
my words, said he, " when I say that if the nation 
could purchase a potential Watt, or Davy, or 
Faraday at a cost of one hundred thousand pounds, 
he would be dirt-cheap at the money. It is a com- 
monplace that these men produced untold millions 
in the narrowest economic sense of the word." 

It is the fate of all research either to' have its 
worth declared in terms of direct utility, or faU into 
the background of half-remembered fact. Faraday 
was once described as a man who was alwajrs playing 
with wires. Yet because his aim was practicsd there 
is not a civilised race, which has not benefited from 
the nature of his discoveries, or an investigator, 
whose work has not been made more easy in some 
way, or other, by his discoveries. 

The Progress of Research. — ^The results, which 
follow ill an ordered sequence, are well illustrated 
by the discovery of the miner’s lamp. Davy first' 
observed that a hydrogen flame would not pass 
through a long glass tube, when the bore was suffi- 
ciently restricted. Following this, he found that a 
shorter tube would give the same result when the 
diameter was correspondingly restricted. By further 
experiment it was shown that, by reducing the 
aperture still further, the length of the tube could 
be so reduced that a dosely woven wire gauze could 
take its place. 

A man who confines his attention to academic 
research must, in most cases, leave to others the task 
of completing discovery. Davy was not an inves- 
tigator of this sort. He carried his research to the 
stage of usefulness, and as a result the ininer's lamp 
was produced. He dealt with both the first and 
second stages of discoveiy, and his research was 
of inunediate service. His research was carried to 
its full achievement. 


8 —* 
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Both physical and logical discovery are involved 
in general research. In cases where both cannot be 
, secured, a skilful use must be made of observed facts. 
Reasoning must be preceded by empiricism, in order 
that sooner, or later, the former may be brought into 
action. A preparatory process is necessary in order 
that the reasoning may be profitably employed. 

The Practical Sense. — Many leading chemists have 
carried their work through both stages of discovery, 
but in such cases they have been men of command- 
ing mentality or great experience. For instance, 
Pastevir’s work was of so practical a nature that his 
results were immediately useful. Further than 
this, he utilised them himself. He never stopped to 
considerwhether his work was " pure ” or " applied ” ; 
probably the thought never entered his mind. 
When he was called upon to save his country’s 
interests, and dear some great industry from its 
disabilities, he at once placed his services at 
the disposal of those who were in trouble. Like 
Faraday, he refused finandal reward. He gave 
with both hands, and received during his lifetime a 
recognition of the extreme value of his labours. 
A true worker in sdence, he turned his attention with 
equal success into any quarter, which seemed to 
require his aid, seeking to place his talent and 
ability at the service of others. 

In a general way, science has been termed a branch 
of industry. It is the work of men like Pasteur, 
which has given sdence its true position. 

The student wUl remember liiat if he desires to 
se^ the results of his labours, he must work in 
practical directions. Only when discovery is 
dynamic is it evident that the work undertaken 
has a real value. 

Invention. — ^The superior, value of knpwledge. 
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which has a practical value, is seen in our Patent 
law, which enjoins that protection shall only he 
granted to a discovery which can be usefully applied 
When Victor Hugo held that “ The ignorant man 
ra&y discover, the learned invent, ” he probably meant 
the same thing. 

Experience brings with it the power to work 
in practical directions. A great deal of useful 
research originates in the factory. Thus Carro's 
work on the cyanamides arose out of the wish to 
prepare cyanides on a large scale. 

It is interesting to observe that Whatley, in his 
“ Elements of Logic,” holds that “ wherever the 
term discover is applied to him who is the author 
of it, that this is particularly deserved by those who 
sMlfuUy select and combine known truths, especially 
those which have been long and generally known, 
and where they elicit important and hitherto 
•unthought-of conclusions.” “Theirs is the master 
mind,” said he. There is no need to work in fantastic 
directions to obtain great results. Whatley also laid 
down that “ men of inferior powers may sometimes, 
by immediate observation, discover new facts and 
thus be of service in funding materials to others, 
to whom they stand in the same relation as the 
bricklayer, or stone quarrier, to the architect.” 
He laid special stress upon the value of work 
derived from “ data which had been in everyone's 
hands for centmies.” 

Thus such workers as Faraday or Pasteur, and 
such thinkers as Hugo or Whatley all emphasise, 
— the workers by their results, and the thinkers by 
their reasoning,— the extreme importance of the 
practical sense. Another point to be realised is the 
fact' that the greatest results are obtained by a 
straightforward attack, not by philandering with 
research, and following it into directions, which 
seem to offer little advantage, or reward. 
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Discovery and Invention. — Practical investigation 
calls for invention as ^ell as discovery. As a 
matter of fact, the inventive faculty is always 
highly developed in the successful investigator, who 
is concerned with the practical side of ms science. 
Invention is not always a featrure of academic 
work. This explains why so much of it is unin- 
teresting and seemi^ly artificial. 

This difference in mental equipment is at the 
root of the distinction, which has been set up to 
divide academic from practical research. This also 
explains why a man may succeed, say, in academic 
research and fail in practical investigation. He has 
not the necessary inventive power. Either it 
remains rudimentary, or it has been indifferently 
developed by use. 

The realities of science constantly react upon past 
knowledge. Text-books rapidly become “out of 
date." Theories which seemed so sure give place 
to others, which, in their turn, are likely to 
disappear. Processes are discontinued because they 
are replaced by others of greater utility, but they 
still can be utilised upon emergency if this is 
desired. But the discarded theory has no value as 
a guide to practice. It was shattered by some new 
observation, and can never regain its usefulness. 
The difference between theory and experience, or 
fact, is thus set out. The experience of twenty 
years ago naay still be of considerable value to those 
who possess it, A knowledge of the theory of a 
similar period may be quite useless. 

Thus the practical worker, considering things, 
will mainly hold to his own experience, wlme 
knowledge b so partial in its nature, and practically 
non-existent in certain important directions. As our 
knowledge increases it may be expected that the 
term “ exact science ” wnl be discarded and the 
term “ relative Jmowledge ” will take its place. 
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The True Investigator. — ^The genius is obviously 
the true investigator. Although scientific researdn 
is in ways impersonal, yet such a worker undoubtedly 
impresses ms personality upon his work. His 
special qualities are reflected in the results he brinj|s 
forward. This is certainly true in the arts. It is 
equally so in practical science, varying in its 
demonstration as art varies from science, and the fact 
that the personal qualifications, which bring success 
in the one case, are not those which bring achievement 
in the other. To mention such names as Newton, 
Darwin, Pasteur or Kelvin is to immediately recall 
their activities. 

The working of a great mind alw^s represents a 
mystery to those of lesser ability. It seems as if a 
bnlliant intellect were directing a searchlight down 
the still undiscovered ways of progress, wresting 
from Nature’s half unwilling hands the secrets of 
her innermost experience. Action of this nature 
often leads to volcanic changes in thought and 
practice. In other cases, the step gained is so far 
m advance of practice, that it can only be slowly 
assimilated and utilised Such is investigation at 
its best. 

The highly skilled investigator always seems to 
work in practical directions. He seems to have a 
clearly cut aim in view. An inferior mind cuts 
through a forest of undiscovered fact without 
having a clear idea as to where his investigations 
niay cany him. Experience has indicated, that it 
is always advisable to work within one’s powers, 
where a tight hold can be kept on experience, and 
results may be obtained, which can be. appreciated 
and therefore utilised. 

To survey fresh ground, and when all is prepared, 
to push experience into Mtherto unknown regions, 
is truly the romance of science. But in such an 
adventure, the precautions to be taken, and the 
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which is not necessarily one able to engage upon 
highly skilled research, where the imagination plays 
such an important part. The ordinary investigator 
should see that his work is practical. Given this 
necessary qualification, he can do much by apply- 
ing to new problems past knowledge, and utilising 
every bit of practical experience he possesses. 

In the actual control of processes, he may play an 
important part. His very limitations may be an 
advantage. Much can be achieved in the Section 
of sdentific control, when every point of detail is 
dealt with effectively. 

For the highest work, inspiration, imagination, 
vision, and a fair share of that somewhat rare 
- quality termed common sense, must be combined 
with industry and indomitable assurance. Not 
the assurance, which amounts to cocksureness, 
for this is a handicap to the scientific worker, but 
that, which comes from a belief in one's powers, as 
these have been proved hi the past. 

Common Process of Research. — It has been the 
aim of the writer to indicate that both academic, and 
practical research are part of the same system, and 
that equal. ?ittention must be given to each. The 
final expression of scientific knowledge is its useful- 
, ness, and when this is not apparent, it rests with 
the practical worker to make it so by further 
discovery. 

Academic research may exhibit a novelty, which 
is startling in its implied significance. Practical 
research reaches out in all directions, and discovers 
in what way static knowledge may be made dynamic. 
It modifies important- sections of indusjtiy in an 
equally remarkable manner. 

Of late years, academic research has overrun 
practice. Much of it is seemingly of little importance, 
some of it obviously stUl-bom. A proportion of it 
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possesses great significance, and this is examined 
and re-examined by the practical chemist until its 
full value is extracted. 

Practical investigation controls action as acadmic 
research controls thought. Thus, the true division 
of research is not the college walls, or those of the 
research laboratory. It is something different. 
Research passes from one stage to the other when it 
ceases to be static^ and becomes dynamic. Other 
things being equal, it is just as possible that research 
may reach the dynamic stage in the college as in the 
works. All that is asked is that it shall be useful, 
otherwise it must be regarded as incomplete. 

When the greatest of all questions. What is 
‘Truth? is answered, it will be time to classify on 
their merits these two kinds of knowledge. 

This new division cuts right through the fabric of 
research and separates what is, for the time being, 
useful knowledge from that, which has no practical 
interest, as this tem is used in its widest sense. 

Laborato^ and the Works. — ^As it is necessary 
when standing in a brilliantly lit room, to lower the 
hghts before the outer world can be perceived 
through the open window, so in the laboratory the 
glare of present fact may hide the greater significance 
of the things of the works. 

The main duties of the academic worker are to 
instil into action a better purpose by clarifying the 
proce^ of thought, and through this to place at the 
disposal of others matter of wide significance. 
Knowledge, which transcends the imagination, is of 
little use to the practical worker, who caimot lose 
touch with reality without endangering his whole 
position. 

At the time Lord Beatty was fighting the Dogger 
Bank action, and the Blucher was just being sunk, 
wireless messages were coming. in fast describing 
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the relative positions of the respective fleets. These 
were followed, in Lord Fisher’s private room at 
the Admiralty, by those who were congregated 
round the central table, upon which a chart was set 
out. But Lord Fisher sat alone at his desk in one 
comer of the room, silent, grim, with shining eyes. 
The Blucher was being sunk to his prescription, 
out-run, out-ranged. So. in the struggle for indus- 
^ trial supremacy, the battle is often won before it is 
fought. 

Courage and determination are qualities, which 
bring success to the imaginative worker. When 
these go with foresight and skill, the most determining 
results are secured. 

Nothing worth having is obtained without taking 
risks in some shape, or form. Short of actual 
danger, research must be pushed to its limit. By 
such means competition may be met squarely, 
out-run, out-ranged. 

Success in Industrial Rese«irch. — In tracing the 
cause of the relative success of some investigators 
and the failure of others, who seem well qualided for 
the a'ct of investigation, and possess active minds, 
one may divide practical research into two processes 
— ^the fust concerned with the discovery of suitable 
subject-matter, and the second with the actual 
canying out of investigation on the same. 

Thus, it follows, that an investigator, who fails in 
the first operation, will have little to occupy his 
attention in the second. Thus it will be seen that 
a carefully trained investigator may fail when he 
has not the power or necessary experience to enable 
him to work in useful directions. A realisation of 
this fact will explain much. 

An investigator may therefore be well qualified to 
carry out research, and yet have little to occupy. Ms 
attention. Industrially, he may be of little account. 
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He will certaijily be surrounded by ijroblems in the 
works, some of them already recognised, soine not. 
Yet he has not the power to select those, which will 
lead him to success, or to separate them from those 
of lesser importance. 

Why shomd one class of worker fail, and the 0 “^^^ 
realise the essential points of works practice ? The 
answer lies in the fact that something more than a 
knowledge of the methods of actual research is 
required. Preliminary investigation in the works 
also calls for skill, which is of e^ual, if not greater 
importance, than the investigation, which follows. 
This preliminary work calls for different mentm 
qualifications; and many of those connected with 
laboratory practice fail because they caimot engage 
successfully in this work. 

Originahty and adaptability of thought are essen- 
tial. The instinct, which we term common-sense, 
must be Mghly developed, and the true inwardness of 
processes must also be successfully recogmsed during 
this early stage of investigation, which is of such 
vital importance. 

Actual research may therefore be the lesser 
problem, easier because the road can be generally 
followed by tracing the tracks left by others. Such 
aid can rarely be met with when the actual conditions 
of works practice are under review, which must be 
examined by specially devised and thought out 
means. 

Life of Industrial Research.— The general activity 
in the industrial world, and the greater use, which is 
now made of the scientific method of control and 
development, sooner or later terminate the sole use 
of a new discovery. In a modem works, research is 
continually in progress, in order that fresh discovery 
may take the place of the exclusive use of important 
facts. 
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At the same time, it often happens that an im- 
provement can be kept secret over long periods, 
especially when its natme is not disclosed in the 
filled product, or material. 

The manufacturer who fails to take advantage 
of modem research undoubtedly meets failure 
way. He cannot expect, in the lon^; run, to keep 
abreast of those who are more enterprising. Organf- 
sation in other directions, which for the tiTT»e being 
seem to offer an easy way of meeting competition, 
cannot give the results which modem research can 
inevitably secure. 

A searchlight' must be directed into every part of 
the works. Even the most simple, or seemingly 
insignificant, of processes must be examined, and 
never left until it is thoroughly understood 

Any improvement effected will automatically 
cheapen production or increase output (which is the 
same thing) ; a more satisfactory substance will be 
produced with the same expenditure of labour, or 
greater output of material obtained with the -«M»Tn<> 
expenditure. Improved methods generally m ea n 
a longer life for the plant. This again reduces the 
amount of labour involved and leads to a lower cost 
of production. 



CHAPTER XI 


LABORATORY RESEARCH AND WORKS 
PRACTICE 

" Nothing eMsts exce^ facts, and acts alone are of any con- 
sequence ." — Marshal Foch. 

Large Scale Production. — The successful application 
of research depends upon a proper system, of works 
organisation. This point always receives considera- 
tion where efficiency is aimed at. 

Naturally the best results are secured when a 
works is so organised that any, and every, kind of 
research can be rapidly utilised. The additional 
cost entailed, when such preparations are made, is 
always repaid many times over by the results 
obtamed. When such conditions are met, the 
management may be certain that everything has 
been done to ensure success. 

The details of a laboratory investigation nearly 
always require amendment, before it can be 
utilised in the works. Such modifications in proce- 
dure are inevitable in the majority of cases, owing to 
new difficulties, which present themselves in large 
scale production. 

The cost of large scale working is always consi- 
derable, and it is necessary that every precaution 
be taken to secure suitable working conditions, 
from the first. This is of great importance. For 
instance, it may make ^ the difference to the run- 
ning of a plant, and the cost of production if the 
plant can be so constructed, that it wiD last for ten 
years instead of five. Depreciation of plant is 
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always considered in the cost of the finished material. 
Where plmt construction is satisfactory, a great 
saving in the cost of labour may result. In cases 
it may be reduced by one half. 

Past Experience. — ^When works problems are ymder 
consideration, the best guide is past experience. 
Especially is this so, when it is connected with 
operations of a similar nature to the one proposed. 
Success often depends upon some small detail in 
procedure, or a knowledge of how to overcome some 
seemingly minor difficulty in plant construction, or 
working conditions. 

A previous knowledge of the way similar difficul- 
ties have been overcome is of real importance. 
Success depends upon a right understanding of the 
conditions, which will ensure efficiency of -working; 
economy of production, and a satisfactory life for 
the plant, ^ere past experience is not available, 
miich time may be expended in determining some 
points of detail, and progress greatly delayed 
thereby. 

Problems of this nature belong to the works. 
Except in very special cases they cannot be dealt 
-with in the laboratory. Many of them can only be 
considered during the period of actual production. 
As fer as possible, every precaution should be t^en 
to makb certain that actual production shall start 
with every advantage that can be secured. This 
prelimina^ study of working conditions and plant 
constraction tests the capabilities of the industrial 
chemist to the utmost ; and the young chemist, 
who can successfully meet conditions, which call for 
the working of a laboratory process on a large scale, 
may rest assured that he has made conaderable 
progress, and incidentally gained experience, which 
will be of service in his future work. 

Past experience, as this is represented by the 
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stored-up knowledge of empirical or relative fact, is 
at the base of many an epoch-making discovery. 

Large Scale Experiment Plant. — In cases where 
past experience cannot be accepted as a direct guide, 
or where a process is so novel, that it calls for investi- 
gation at almost every point, progress is best secured 
by setting up a lar^e scale experimental plant. With 
the working of tms, knowledge may be obtained on 
points, which must determine the construction of the 
large plant, and give information as to the difficulties 
in the actual working. Alsoj it will bring to li^ht 
points, which have not been recognised, when worMng 
on a laboratory scale. 

The engineer-chemist (or chemical engineer) or 
engineer, as the case may be, will interest himself 
closely in the running of this intermediate plant. 
Thus the process of manufacture will be considered 
from a wider standpoint, and additional knowledge 
and experience brought to bear upon it. 

In the case of a new manufacture, it is suggested 
that an experimental plant should always precede 
the actual manufactunng one. Time will be saved 
when this course is adopted, as the experience of 
the laboratory chemist, process cheinist, and engin^ 
chemist can be utilised at a stage prior to the erection 
of the large plant. 

In many cases, processes, whicffi seem to be satis- 
factory in the laboiatory, are either useless in the 
works, or incapable of being applied to large scale 
production. Under this scheme of development, 
this will be recognised at this intermediate stage, 
and failure on a large scale avoided, as a result of 
the knowledge obtained, when working the process 
on a large experimental scale. 

Examples of such failure may be seen on every 
side. For instance, very few of the electro-chemical 
processes for preparing organic compounds have 

&R. 9 
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been worked on a large scale, although many give 
high jnelds in the laboratory. 

, Research and the Laboratory. — The important 
point to remember is that research only begins in the 
laboratory. The conditions of large scale production 
differ so materially from those of the laboratory that 
investigation must be extended into the works, and 
sometimes carried on there, for long periods, before 
success is achieved. 

Where patent protection has been granted for 
an entirely novel process, success is often only 
achieved through subsequent work, as this deals 
with details of procedure. The original patent 
may even have lapsed before economic success is 
secured. 

Success often depends upon some minor point, 
and the chief difficulty to be overcome is found to be 
connected with some small detail in manufacture, 
which, as it stands, may completely hold up large 
scale production. In such cases, it is observed that 
investigation has to be extended into regions where 
enmiri^ working is alone possible. 

ft is whOT the practical chemist is working under 
such conditions that his greatest triumphs are 
soured. His skill in experimenting will often lead 
him to make full use of observation, where this is 
alone possible as a means of progress. The chemist 
cannot afford to leave this aid to progress in the 
hands of others. He must make all use of it. 

Difficulties of Large Scale Working. — ^When the 
general lines of works practice have been settled, 
and the large plant erected, many difficulties which 
are specific-to a new process have to be still con- 
sidered. In many cases a considerable time may 
elapse before these are even recognised as playing a 
part in the manufacture. Years sometimes pass 
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before they can be tracked down by observation and 
successfully dealt with by the experimental method. 
Greatest care must be taken continually to watch 
the actual operations of manufacture, and carefully 
to investigate exceptional circumstances as they 
occur, following these up in every case by careful 
research. 

It is of first importance that this should be realised 
by all, who devote their attention to this branch of 
chemical activity. 

The presence of a minute quantity of an impurity 
may put out of action a catalytic process. The 
physiological action of an escaping compound, like 
carbon msulphide or a volatile nickel compound, 
may seriously delay large scale production. 

The point to be emphasised, until these facts are 
realised by all, is that the chemist’s work does not 
end in the laboratoiy, and that his investigations in 
the works may often be of even greater importance* 
and more determining in their influence. 

Works Problems. — In some cases the experienced 
investigator may prefer to work on a works scale 
instead of on a laboratory one. Work of this nature 
must be carried out with great care and foresight, or 
the result may be disastrous. In exceptional cases, it 
may be easier to alter the condition of actual worl^g 
rather than to start experiments in the laboratory 
on an inadequate scale. In some cases, it is practi- 
cally impossible to reproduce the conditions of 
manufacture in the laboratory, and it is then that 
a decision may be come to, which leads to experi- 
ment being conducted on a full manufacturing 
scale. 

It is not possible even to indicate the difficulties, 
which have to be met when this decision is made, 
and this always greatly increases the responsibility 
of the diemist. 
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Where difficulties are observed to exist on tl: 
plant there is a direct call for further investigatioi 
Only by such means, can the best conditions < 
manufacture be secured. It often happens that tl 
difference between satisfactory worlang conditioi 
and the reverse is the difference between econom 
success and failure. The margin, imder whi( 
success can be achieved, is narrowing down, as gener 
efficiency is extending. There is a definite call i 
an examination of all the details of manufactu 
which can influence production or efficiency. 

Economy of Working. — Success depends upon tl 
joint endeavours of every member of the technic 
staff. The laboratory chemist, process chemis 
en^neer chemist, and works engineer all work 
this common end. To these may be added tl 
consulting chemist and consulting engineer, whe 
important matters are under consideration. Also t 
business manager and the accountant may be calli 
into consultation with advantage, espeaaUy wb 
the question of costs is under consideration. 

Nature of Progress. — It may happen that i 
results obtained by the joint fendeavours of the sti 
may be so novel, or useful, that they practical 
introduce a new process or material, for whi 
there is an immediate use. In such cases, it may n 
be so essential that a high state of efficiency sh^ 
present. 

Where _ such favourable conditions exist, it 
possible to work for the time b^g on lines whi 
are obviously not permanent, or which could 
tolerated under conditions where competition t 
to be faced. Where this is so, further time 
available, for the working out of details which alo 
can give success. The advantage of being first 
the field is self-evident. 

Such conditions, however, are rarely met wi' 
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In the ordinary run of affairs, comparatively per- 
fect conditions of manufacture, and efficiency of 
production, have to be secured from the very 
begiiming. 

Too much attention cannot be paid to any source 
of additional knowledge, which can favourably 
influence the conditions of manufacture. 

Where attention is not paid to this point, it has 
been observed that the best endeavours of the 
laboratory chemist may come to naught, and the 
practical application of important research may be 
delayed, or even prevented. 

In a modem works, the chemist brings his experi- 
ence to bear upon actual conditions of manufacture, 
and, working in conjunction with the engineer, 
examines in detail every stage of manufacture, with 
a view to its improvement. 

Chemical Knowledge and Works Practice. — ^The ' 
practical chemist must be ready to utilise his know- 
ledge in the widest sense. Otherwise work which 
should rightly fall to his consideration passes to -the 
engineer, or works manager. 

When the chemist restricts his interest to points 
which are distinctly chemical, and takes little interest 
in the general affairs of the works, the influence which 
should be rightly his, will pass to the engineer, who, 
as a consequence, will occupy a position of greater 
responsibility. For some mistaken reason, the 
chemist is apt unduly to restrict his interest, with 
the result that his influence suffers, and he only 
secures a secondary place in the works organisation. 

This often occurs where the manager of a chemical 
works is an engineer. Although this may in some 
cases (where the main work is connected with the 
plant rather than with the process) be an advantage, 
yet there are many cases where it is better that a 
chemist should be in control. 
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The writer does not know of a case where an 
engineering works is managed by a chemist, but of 
many where a chemical one is nm by an engineer. 
There is a call for the chemist to take a wider interest 
in the affairs of the works. 

He must consider such matters as cost of pro- 
duction, and be able to understand a cost sheet. 
He must be able to see where a further saving can 
be effected in the cost of manufacture. But much 
more than this is required of him, before he can 
efficiently take over the management of a works. 
The chemist too seldom realises that he must be 
prepared to undertake work in any direction where 
his special knowledge can be utilised. 

Apart from this point of a wider experience and 
applied application of chemical knowledge, the 
relations. Which exist between the chemist and 
engineer in a works, are generally of a cordial nature, 
each striving to secure the advantage to be obtained 
from his particular knowledge and experience, and 
then joining hands in the more general aims of 
industrial service. 

Additional Qualifications. — If the chemist is to 
secure his right position in the works, his know- 
ledge must be as satisfactory, from a works point 
of view, as that of the engineer or the business 
manager. 

A man may be sure of his work in the laboratory, 
have a sormd knowledge of the principles of chemistry, 
bring fully qualified in the same by examination, 
and yet he may be of little value in the works. This 
is due to a want of those additional qualifications, 
which alone enable a man to hold his own in the 
industrial world. 

Common sense and businesslike habits are neces- 
sary to success. A man mnst also possess, tifie 
“ works sense,” which enables him to follow the, most 
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complicated mamifacture with comparative ease, 
and to understand its essential importance. 

The engineer receives a training in the shops, eis 
well as in the college, before he is considered to be a 
trained man. The medical student comes into close 
contact with the greatest of the practical surgeons 
during, his college course. Concurrently with his 
lecture work, he has the opportunity of observing the 
practice of the hospitals, as carried out by the 
most skilful of the practical men. The chemical 
department and the works are generally miles apart, 
the influence of the one on the other being in many 
cases a matter of form. 

When a student enters a works with little idea of 
the nature of the duties involved, he is in a different 
position from the medical student, who commences 
practice after lus hospital training. 

This distinction in the case of chemistry is maiifly 
due to reasoning, which has led those in authority 
to assume that the chemistry of the works is so 
different from that of the college that no attempt 
can be made to train a man in the former ; and that 
a better plan is for him to enter the works with a 
sound knowledge of college chemistry, and then, by a 
process of self-training, secure the fisher knowledge, 
which will alone m^e him useful in large scale 
production. 

Where research is regarded in its widest sense 
there is no call for this artificial distinction, but until 
some steps are taken to bring the chemist’s training 
more into line with that of the engineer or medical 
man, it would seem that the present system must 
continue, with an undoubted loss in practical 
efficiency. 

It should not be impossible to arr^^e a college 
programme, giving the student a fair idea of the 
conditions, which will govern his future work, though 
this is not possible wMe the standard is maintained 
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that the chemist’s training ^ould be a purely 
laboratory one. This naturally impresses the student 
Avith the idea that the chemist’s work in the works 
will be of a similar nature. There axe higher and 
more difficult duties for the chemist in the works, 
and an attempt has been made in this work to 
indicate their nature, and to an extent, their relative 
importance. Only when this important fact is 
realised in the college stage will chemistry exert its 
fun influence on industry. 

At some future time a standard wiU undoubtedly 
be established, which wiU be equally stringent on 
both academic and practical lines. If the medical 
men have overcome this difficulty there should be 
no great obstacle in the way to a similar advance in 
the chemical training of students, who are being 
prepared for the industrial world. A little more 
attention- to this point would improve the position 
of the student as he enters the works, and enable 
him to tal^e his place beside the engin^r with 
greater advantage to himself and chemistry in 
general. 

It is not easy to indicate in words the additional 
quaUflcations, which must be possessed by the 
successful industrial chemist. Success comes to the 
man who, in addition to a sound knowledge 
of his science, has a knowledge of affairs. This 
must be backed up by clear thinking and high aims. 

Given these, and •flie power of realising the con- 
ditions, which obtain in a chemical works, the 
chemist can enter a works with the asstirance t]^t 
he will' be well received, and that he will have a 
reasonable chance of success. 

Where he does not possess these qualifications, he 
may expect to fail in securing for himself and ^ 
work the maximum advantage. By self-instruction 
and by keen observation of the work of others he 
must stiff gain that knowledge. 
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Chemical Engineering. — It is seldom that a man 
can combine the experience and qualifications of a 
first-class chemist and that of an engineer. Nor, is it 
possible for a so-called chemical engineer to be equally 
at home in the application of both these branches of 
works experience. 

By long experience, a chemist may acqune an 
engineering knowledge, which will enable him to 
tmderstand and design plant, and this special know- 
ledge may stand him in good stead in his work. 

He may reach a stage where he can direct generally 
the work of engineers ; but engineering will always 
remain a secondary subject for him, and he n^y 
more properly be described as an engineer-chemist, 
rather than a chemical-engineer. 

In ordinary cases, the most that can be expected 
is that a chemist shall have sufficient acquired 
knowledge of engineering to enable him to deal 
intelligently with plant construction, when, say, a 
new works has to be designed, and that he can 
direct draughtsmen, and those who have a more 
:omplete knowledge of engineering detail. 

Where a chemist is manager of a works it is 
advisable that the assistant manager should be an 
mgineer, or vice versa. It may be repeated that the 
>est results are obtained when a chemist and engineer 
vork in the closest harmony, each realising the 
strength of the other, and admitting the presence 
»f the special qualifications, which are comple- 
nentary to his own. 

Works Control. — It will be generally allowed that 
he instinct for control has been more widely, 
leveloped in the engineer than the chemist ; and it 
eems obvious that this difference is largely due to 
ducation and method of instruction. 

Those who take up chemistry as a profession will 
.0 wen to take all precautions to overcome this- 
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narrowing influence, which somdiow our chemical 
training seems to engender. 

The future investigator must take an interest in 
general afiairs, and aim at a wide outlook from the 
day he enters the college. He must realise that if the 
chemical industry is to be run by chemists, he must 
be prepared when this opportunity presents itself. 

The war has ^eatly increased the chemist’s 
influence. His services have never been so important, 
or so generally recognised. Working with the 
engineer, he has undoubtedly saved the country from 
invasion. . 

The chemist must work for this same supremacy 
in times of peace; and ^dually the ability to 
engage successfully in practical work wiU bring with 
it, a greater recognition of the services which he 
can offer to industry. 

Engineering has obtained its position of unrivalled 
supremacy by the practical utility of the results 
obtained. In the short space of a generation of 
workers, el^trical science has done the same. 
Chemistry must foUow in the same course. It must 
be revitalised. A science progresses in the ratio of 
its general usefulness, although this is not always 
realised by chemists. In order that chemistry may 
become, and remain, one of the great professions, 
it must direct its energies in every concdvable. 
manner to the improvement of the operations of 
everyday life. 

A mere manipulation of the methods of research 
will never secure this position. Success lie in a 
different direction. It is always practical, even its 
theory is practical — ^in .its_^effect. This quality is 
only acquired when the investigator is prepared 
to take a wide outlook, 

laboratory research represents the first chapter 
in the history of an experimental science. The 
laboratory is the cradle of ideas, which grow and 



CHAPTER XII 
WORKS ORGANISATION 

" It is only by the combination of the man of thought, and 
the man of action, of those who conceive the plans and those who 
cany them out, that great and fruitful results can be obtained.” 
— ^ADMUtAL Sir Rosslyn Wemyss. 

Conditions of Manufacture. — ^The running of a 
successful works calls for the highest slall. It 
demands a full use of past experience and personal 
initiative, together with a foresight, which anticipates 
troubles and secures the even running of plant at 
its maximum production. 

This can only be achieved in a large works by the 
closest cp-operation betweeii the different members 
of the technical staff. Every department must be 
equally weU organised. 

The manufacturer’s opinion of the scientific method 
is usually based upon his own experience, and not 
upon newspaper articles; nor does he pay much 
attention to the opinion of those who have little 
works experience. 

The British manufacturer has undoubtedly neg- 
lected to make full use of the aid which science can 
bring to industry. The responsibility for this has 
not been' entirefy on his shoulders. He has not 
always been supplied with the right kind of chemist. 
His early education or tradition has also |:iven him 
little incentive to experiment in this direction. The 
most powerful weapon, which has been placed in his 
hands, has, for a variety of reasons, not been properly 
utilised. 
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The manufacturer has been accused of doing 
little but " manufacture millionaires and slums.” 
On the other hand, he has been represented as 
neglecting markets and losing opportunities. The 
fact is that a manufacturer must be able to dispose 
of his product for a sum, which will cover the cost 
of production, and yield a_ return upon the capital 
invested. When he considers the advantage of 
securing the aid of chemists, he must first of all 
calculate the cost involved compared with the 
advantage obtained. Only where he is convinced 
that the result will be satisfactory can he be expected 
to take action. 

He knows that the engtoeer can produce machines 
and erect plant which will serve their ptu^wse. He 
knows that the architect will build a factory which 
will reasonably cover requirements. He has no 
direct guarantee in the case of a chenoist, unless he 
be a specialist, who has had considerable experience 
in practical investigation. 

The chemist does not offer his services in kind. 
He does not, as a rule, suggest a better building or 
a more efficient machine. He offers his trained 
intellect, a knowledge of the work of othere, and any 
experience he may possess in works practice. 

The chemist must convince the manufacturer that 
it is more efficient to work scientifically ; that a 
scientific control wiU give higher yields and a better 
product. That the cost of obtaining superior results 
is- less than the value of the advantage gained. 
Where this is proved, there is always a distinct call 
for chemists. 

Where it is observed that a manufacturer after 
trial does not give full consideration to the claims 
of chemistry, some chemist is often at fault. 

The latter must demonstrate in a definite way 
that he, of all men, has the power of obtaining results 
without a substantial call for further capital That, 
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by investigation in the laboratory or the works, pro- 
cesses may often be improved by merely altering the 
conditions of manufacture, or the raw materials used. 
The chemist must show that he creates capiial out 
of brain power, instead of supplying new inachinery 
which will give a higher return upon capital. 

The Chemist’s Work. — ^The experimental chemist 
is only indirectly concerned with the analysis of ra^ 
materials, or the testing of finished products. His 
aim is to improve methods of manufacture, or suggest 
hew ones ; to bring manufacturing operations more 
under control. 

The testing of raw materials and finished products 
is essential, but the works, which confines its attention 
to this elementary application of chenoistry, loses 
most of the advantage which chemistiy can bring. 
Analysis, in this case, is merely a utilisation of 
chemistry, where action and procedure are mainly 
rputine, or connected with control 

Manufacturers, who have made full use of science 
have described their experience. Thus, at the last 
meeting of the British Association, Sir Robert 
Hadfield stated that in their own works they thought 
they knew a good deal about fuel combustion, but 
when they got real scientific men to investigate the 
subject they had, in a couple of yeeirs saved ten times 
over the amount expended upon the investigation 
{Times, September 13th, 1919). 

Many cases are known where equally successful 
results have resulted from properly conducted 
investigation. When a manufacturer realises that 
such results can be obtained, the whole position of 
the chemist in the works chaises, but such results 
are not obtained by the analysis of materials, but by 
the application of sdratific knowledge. 

StiE many do not realise that .the results obtained 
may be capitedised, possibly on a ten years’ basb. 
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The chemist creates capital, and thus reverses the 
ordinary procedure, where interest is sought upon 
capital invested. Thus, the goodwill of a firm 
may be greatly extended by the aid of the chemist, 
and the value of the undertaking correspondingly 
increased. 

When both the manufacturer and the chemist 
realise the powerful weapon, which is forged when 
they combine action to fiirther industry, there will 
be a great extension in the number of chemists 
retained in our works. 

Then the manufacturer wiU search for the best 
brains and forthose, who have the greatest experience, 
and will not be content with a small laboratory for 
testing purposes. 

As an alternative to scientific control, the manufac- 
turer must advance on..empirical lines. This opera- 
tion is always slow and uncertain. He must be 
prepared to see his business becoming less profitable 
and will probably look to speculation in bu3dng and 
selling to secure a profit, which the works can no 
longer supply by legitimate means. In the lon^ run, 
other manufacturers (possibly working in distant 
lands) will secure the trade he still holds, which could 
have been retained had he made use of scientific 
knowledge. 

The chemical manufacturer has three courses open 
to him. In the first, he may take- full advantage 
of the scientific research carried out in his own 
works. In the second, he may rely upon finding 
out the nature of improvements developed elsewhere. 
A technical examination of the finished products 
will often help him in this direction. In the third, he 
must rely upon purely empmcal methods, as these 
are developed in 'the W’orks by foremen, or works 
managers. 

Staff Arrangements. — Given an efficient staff, a 
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properly organised system of working will follow. 
Particmars set out on page 152 indicate the general 
arrangements of a technical staff which should cover 
requirements. Communications from, and to the 
other works departments are made or received by 
the head chemist. 

The responsibilities of the heads of the different 
departments follow their respective duties. 

Each technical department is under the control 
of a head chemist or engineer, who confers with the 
general manager and receives his final instructions. 
On details of routine, or for ordinary work, the heads 
accept full responsibility, but in all cases where 
development work is in progress, or alterations are 
suggested in the plant or process, the final responsi- 
bility for action should rest with the general manager. 

The respective heads of departments confer with ' 
each other on points of detail, or when a programme 
of esdension is in progress, or alterations in plant are 
contemplated. 

Where work is continuous junior members of the 
respective departments may confer with one another, 
especially on night duty. A representative of the 
engineering section should always be in the works 
to deal with emergency work. 

In some cases, night shifts are left entirely to 
foremen, but there should always be a representative 
of the process department in tte works, who can be 
referred to should occasion demand. In all cases, 
a reference to matters of interest which members of 
the staff encoimter is entered in the department's 
Iogj5.Q0k.. 

Each department sends in a daily report to the 
general manager. In this way, the manager keeps 
m dose contact with output, the condition of the 
plant, any experimental work which is in hand, 
labour conditions, and such other matters as concern 
the successful working of the factory. 
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Each member of the staff is made acquainted with 
his duties by means of a written statement, and a 
time-table in the department office indicates his 
hours of duty. 

A log is kept in the engineering and process 
departments, wliich is entered up at frequent intervals 
by the engineer, or chemist m charge. Thus an 
account of what has happened is recorded. This 
book is initialled by a member of the sta£f at the end 
of each shift. 

The log-book of one department is not generally 
open to inspection by members of other departments. 

In this way the younger members of the staff learn 
to be methodical, and are kept in touch with all 
points so far as they are concerned with the running 
of the plant. Business habits are acquired, and 
knowle^e of how a process department is conducted 
is secured. 

From these daily reports, the general manager 
obtains information on aU matters coimected with 
the works, and considers those, which require special 
or collective attention. 

Reports and Records. — Such information should 
form a basis of discussion at a daily, or we^y, meet- 
ing, when all important points of works practice are 
discussed, future developments considered, and all 
matters of general interest brought up for con- 
dderation. 

In addition to these meetings, frequent discussions 
will take place between the general manager and the 
respective heads of departments on purely depart- 
mental matters, which caU for examination or 
decision. 

Reports are prepared on any research, which is in 
hand, or completed. Others, dealing with new 
constructions, eta, are also made to the general 
manager's office. The manager also examines and 

C.R, , 10 
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sanctions all drawings of plant, etc., as these deal 
with points, which are not ones of routine or repair. 

In this way the general manager has an intimate 
knowledge of all that goes on in the works, and keeps 
a control on expenditure and procedure. 

Also the different departments enter into their 
duties with a knowledge of requirements, and keep 
closely in touch with one another, and with the 
general manager. The head of each department is 
responsible for all that occurs in the same. In this 
way, an ordered system of working is set up in the 
worte, and a high efficiency in production is sooner, 
or later, secured. 

It may not be possible in small works to institute 
such an elaborate system of control. But in every 
case all steps should be taken to secure efficiency 
and scientific control. Where the operations are 
only partly chemical, the staff scheme, as set out, 
must be corresponffingly modified. From the 
writer’s e^erience, the scheme indicated will meet 
all conditions of manufacture, where operations are 
highly technical, and call for scientific control. 

In a later chapter, such a staff will be described 
working out a new process of manufacture, its 
actual procedure being given in some detail. 

The particulars given should enable the student 
to form some idea as to the actual working con- 
ditions in a modem chemical works, especially as 
these may influence his future work. 


CHAPTER XIII 

EFFICIENCY AND WORKING CONDITIONS 

“ He never could leave an accepted formula alone. His 
mind was like some insatiable corrosive, that ate into all the 
hidden irregularities and plastered weaknesses of accepted 
theories, and bit its way through every plausibilify of crbtear- 
ancer—H. G, Wells, 

Members of Staff and General Management. — ^The 
writer has successfully counteracted a tendency to 
segregation among the members of the technical 
staff by holding daily meetings of the heads of each 
department (and some of the junior members of the 
same), and making certain that all responsible 
members shall attend these meetings. This substi- 
tution of concerted action for individual effort 
leads to a speeding up of the application of research, 
as apart from a more efficient management of general 
affairs. 

Careful minutes are taken at these joint meetings, 
and these are circulated among the different depart- 
ments concerned. These, with a carefully thought 
out agenda, secure a continuity of procedure, and 
give a record of progress. 

Apart from this, the manager will, of course, have 
many consultations with individual members of the • 
staff on points of detail as apart from general policy, 
which for convenience will be dealt with in general 
meeting. 

In addition to these daily meetings, it is advisable 
to hold a monthly meeting of the whole of the 
technical staff, when progress is dealt with on more 
general lines. 


10— a 
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By the means outlined, satisfactory progress can 
be achieved, and the many influences at work in a 
works may be reconciled, and utilised in the most 
favourable manner. 

The Manager of a Chemical Works. — ^The manager 
should have a general knowledge of the principles 
of science, an experience in the working out of new 
processes, and also a knowledge of engineering 
affairs. 

Such a man may be an engineer-chemist or a 
chemical engineer, as the case may be. In addition, 
he must have a knowledge of works practice, be 
able to manage men, and be capable of working 
out, and maintaining a system of factory routine 
which is efficient and scientific. 

A manager vriio is only a chemist, engineer or 
business man (as this is ubderstood in this country) 
is apt to make mistakes, from the time when the site 
may be selected, to the completion of the works, and 
the running of the plant. 

An error in the selection of a site may handicap 
an industrial imdertaking. Such a mistake may 
only be rectified at prohibitive cost. Attention to 
sudr details may make all the difference between 
success and failure, and the combined experience 
of all is necessary, if the best result is to be secured. 

The young worker, who hopes ultimately to take a 
hand in determining the pohcy of a modem under- 
taking, must prepare himself for such an experience, 
and be efficient in many ways. He must use his 
knowledge of chemistry in a general way, and as part 
of a larger policy. 

Research, or a Waith^j Policy. — It has been a 
common practice among British manufacturers to 
adopt a waiting policy. This policy is based upon 
the belief that it is . safer to let others work out 
improvements, and discover new products, and then 


WORKING CONDITIONS 


149 


either by royalty on patents, or at the expiry of the 
latter, to utilise discovery in this second-hand way. 

The leaving of pioneer work to others may result 
in an immediate saving of money, but in effect this 
leads to a state of bondage. 

The effect of such a policy is deadening. To be 
continually passed on the road is disheartening. 
To have to pay toll to those, who are more awdce, 
encourages a state of inertia, which in time vnll 
spread through the factory. 

Apart from loss of prestige, which must come to 
those who play the waiting policy, the advantage, 
which goes with a new method of working, or a new 
process of manufacture, passes to others. 

Many examples might be given to illustrate the 
disadvantage, which comes with delayed action. 
One must suffice. 

Some years ago, a new dye called Rhodamine was 
put on the market. It possessed qualities which 
were up to that time unknown. The cost of this 
dye was about 35s. a pound, and the world’s markets 
were secured to the inventors by patent rights. 
When the patent expired, the cost was reduced to 
somewhere about 3s. a pound, at which it presumably 
carried an ordinary manufacturing profit. 

On a waiting policy the whole of this advantage 
would be lost. It is therefore obvious that a firm 
staining at a late period, and making use of research 
which has been carried out in other works, can only 
expect to secure ordinary manufacturing profits. 

During the time when these large profits were 
secured, ample opportunity was secured to work out 
the bes:t conditions of efficiency. Such work is 
always tedious and often very expenave. At the 
time of Iffie expiry of the patent rights the original 
discoverer shomd be in a position stiU to secure the 
larger trade in this matenal, because of the greater 
knowledge of manufacturing conditions, which was 
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gained at a time when profits were so large, that the 
cost of experimenting could be neglected. 

The one system has proved to be sound and 
rational, and the other inefficient, and in many cases, 
unworkable. Given proper organisation, the cost 
of research is trivial as compared with the results 
obtained. The heart of a works should be found 
somewhere near its research department. 

A general manager, who has had a scientific 
training, will always appreciate the fact, that, by 
investing in trained investigators, he is working for 
the creation of capital, as expressed by acquired 
knowledge. 

How this may work out in practice is instanced 
by an English concern, which at one time made a 
yearly profit of some £60,000 per annum by following 
the ordinary lines of manufacture. 

Subsequently, and with the same manag;ement, a 
new process was developed. The profits increased 
to some /3,ooo,ooo per annum and a capital appre- 
ciation nom aljout £300,000 to £30,000,000. 

Such cases as this one are not met with every day, 
but they represent the high-water mark of endeavour, 
based upon satisfactory conditions of scientific in- 
vestigation, combined with sound business methods. 

Those, who work on scientific lines, do so because 
they have realised that it pays. They have fotmd 
that the discovery of a more efficient process, or 
of a new manufacture, creates capital in a way that 
no other means can compete with ; that when a 
satisfactory result is obtained and the r^ults 
capitalised on a basis of ten years’ profit, ordinary 
procedure is reversed and the advantage gained is 
out of all proportion to the money expended upon 
experiment. Instead of a dividend earned upon 
capital, capital is created through expenditure, 
which is small as compared with the yearly profit 
arising from the same. 



WORKING CONDITIONS 151 

Staff of a Modem Works. — ^The nature of the 
arrangements made to secure efficiency in works 
management and control may best be realised by 
considering the varying departments concerned in 
works mancigement and the main lines of communi- 
cation between them. 

The actual arrangements will, of course, vary in 
different works, but those indicated maybe taken as 
typical of what should exist in a works where 
advantage is taken of modem methods. 

It is obvious that such a staff arrangement will go 
with a large output, and that the capital involved 
must be on a sufficiently liberal scale to allow of 
efficient working. It is doubtful whether full 
advantage may be taken of scientific control, when 
such conditions are absent. 

This makes it difficult for small works, and no 
satisfactory method of overcoming it has yet been 
devised. The difficulties in the collective research, 
as this may be arranged between a number of small 
foms, are great, owing to the many conflicting interests 
involved. 

Research in the Works. — A works must be of a 
considerable size to justify the starting of a depart- 
ment of research and scientific control, as this 
is now outlined. It is doubtful whether a modem 
chemical works should have a smaller capital than 
£200,000. Under such conditions, and with a satis- 
factory turnover, a works should support without 
(fifficmty a technical staff similar to the one 
to be described. 

In the course of a few years the full benefit of such 
an organisation will be secured. In works, which are 
mainly kept going by research, chemists may run to 
hundreds. But such a works is really an industrial 
research laboratory, to which a full scale manufac- 
turing plant is attached. 
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That such requirements do not apply to chemical 
works alone is seen in the statement that one of our 
largest electrical concerns spends £65,000 per annum 
on research. 

It is impossible to formulate any set conditions, 
which win apply to aU chemical works, but generally 
the staff arrangements mentioned are equal to the 
requirements of any modem works. Each case must 
be carefully considered in the light of its special 
requirements. 

Chemical Departm^t in a Works. — ^This may 
consist of the following sections ; — 

General Chemical Laboratory. 

physical Laboratory. 

. Research Laboratory (inorganic and organic). 

Dark Room. 

Technical Laboratory (small-scale production). 

Stores. 

The above department is, generally, adopted in a 
works where every advantage is taken of scientific 
investigation. In some works some of these sections 
inay be combined, where the work entailed is not 
suffident to justify their individual existence. 

The chemical staff consists of a chief laboratory 
chemist, assistant chemist, and from three to 
ten or more assistants, who may be engaged on 
testing operations or research work, as the case 
may be. 

Works, which owe their existence to research, may 
employ a larger number of chemists. Examples 
may be seen in the dye industry, where the chemists 
may ran to several himdreds. 

The above scheme covers all the requirements of 
an organisation suitable for chemical worla. 

In addition, there is the Process department, which 
deals with the conditions of manufacture,‘and some- 
times with the erection of plant. Here chemists, and 
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engineers work under the supervision of a process 
manager, who should be a chemist with considerable 
works experience. 

In a works, where processes are worked con- 
tinuously, the process chemists will probably work 
in nine hour smfts. That is to say, these men will 
be on duty for eight hours, with an overlap of half 
an hom: at each end of this period for an informal 
talk with the preceding or succeeding men. 

In cases where two, or more, process chemists are 
on duty at the same time one of these is generally 
regarded as senior to the others, and in charge of the 
shift. 

In some works the process is in charge of foremen, 
who work trader direction of the works manager, or 
head chemist ; but where the process is comphcated, 
or where many products are in course of manufacture, 
it is thought that the former method is preferable. 
It may be allowed, however, that this is not the 
universal opinion of those, who nodght be expected 
to form a sound opinion. 

Probably the circumstances of actual manufacture 
must determine this point. 

The Starting of a New Process. — The procedure, 
which might be followed with advantage, is outlined. 
In this case all the resources of a modem works are 
brought to bear upon any important problems of 
immediate importance. 

In the case selected the proposed manufacture is 
concerned with the large scale production of an 
organic compound, where the desired output is not 
less than five tons per week. The works is taking 
up its manufacture in competition with existing 
concerns, which produce the same articles. The 
details of manufacture are unknown, but th,e genei^ 
reactions involved have been described already in 
text-books. 
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Under such conditions the process of development 
may follow the course now indicated. 

The general manager, after consultation with his 
directors, has already decided that this new product 
should be manufactured, if the conditions, which 
make this possible, from a commercial point of view, 
can be discovered. 

The next step taken is to call a meeting of the 
heads of the main operating sections of the works, 
so far as these may be concerned in this particular 
matter. The laboratory chemist, engineer-chemist, 
and engineer will certainly be present. The 
proposed manufacture is then brought up for 
consideration. 

All the technical information concerned with this 
manufacture is placed before the meeting in 
memorandum form, and careful minutes of the 
meeting are kept. Further suggestions as regards 
alternative methods, or of any general criticism 
are called for and carefully considered. 

Following this meeting the laboratory chemist 
will at once get to work and collect and classify 
all additional references to the matter in hand, or 
to ^milar work, which may be available from 
private or public sources. 

When tms information has been digested, a pre- 
liminary research will be undertaken on a laboratory 
scale, m order that direct information may be 
secured as to the working of the process selected in 
the first place, and also to obtain additional informa- 
tion on points, which seem to require special attention. 
The whole process of production is then carried out 
on a laboratory scale, and so far as this is possible 
an idea as to its efficiency is obtained. 

Laboratory Research and further Development. — 
Much time is saved at this stage by a consideration - 
of any alternative methods of production, which seem 
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to ofEer an advantage over the one originally 
suggested. 

In this direction, it must be remembered that such 
advantage may be connected with works practice 
rather than actual reactions. 

The possibility of useful by-products being 
obtained" must also be taken into account, especially 
when these can be utilised in some other process 
^eady in operation in the works. 

In many cases it is almost impossible, at this stage, 
to decide which of two processes is the better. Local 
conditions may greatly influence this decision.. The. 
presence of a bad effluent might lead to a process 
being abandoned. 

It repeatedly happens, that a process, which gives 
satisfactory results in the laboratory, fails on a Targe 
scale. Laboratory results obtained at this early 
stage will therefore be subject to careful re- 
examination. 

Processes, which seem to offer great possibilities 
in the laboratory, are often turned down for reasons of 
worlb practice. 

One factor is ever present, or sought for. Every 
means is taken to secure ^ple conditions of 
manufacture. 

Immediately it is posable to suggest a likely 
process of manufacture, it is important that the 
works staff shall be in a position to offer criticism 
on the same. A further joint meeting of the staff 
is therefore held and the different stages of research, 
as these have been carried out, are carefully con- 
sidered. The opinions of the process manager, or 
chemist, and the engineer-chemist are of special 
bater^t at this stage. 

Relative Efficiency of Processes. — At this stage of 
development one of the greatest difficulties is to 
determine which of a number of possible processes 



CHEMICAL RESEARCH 


156 

will give the best result in large scale production 
Much depends upon a proper selection. 

In most cases laboratory opinion on this matter 
will be received with critical attention by the 
process staff. For many processes, which can be 
worked In glass or platinum, are not satisfactory 
when worked in an ordinary chemical plant. 

Ultimately, a time is reached when the laboratory 
has exhausted its power of investigation, and can, 
for the time being, make no further suggestions. 
The process staff has also considered the proposed 
manufactTire, and made suggestions, and the engineer 
can suggest no further modifications in plant 
construction. 

A preljinina:^. d^ign for a small works plant has 
also been considered and got on the drawing-board. 
All points in plant construction, or the working of 
the process which seem to demand most attention, 
have been carefully examined. 

Experimental Plant. — ^The next step is the erection 
of a small esgierimental plant, on which the process 
can be operated on a small manufacturing scale, 
possibly producing the final product in 100 lb. 
lots. 

On points of detail, the draughtsman may now 
offer important suggestions, based upon his past 
experience. 


Materials used in Plant Construction.' — ^The chemist 
and engineer will work in the closest collaboration, 
and many tests may have to be made on certain 
materials, which may, or may not, be suitable for 
plant construction. 

Generally it is a matter of selecting the least 
acted on material available for the intended purpose. 
Upon ^his will depend the life of the plant, a most 
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Important consideration, especially where the plant 
Is expensive and complex in its nature. 

This is a good example of the fact that laboratory 
work is not the beginning and end of research. 

If a plant cost £10,000 (which might be considered 
a reasonable sum for one producing five to ten tons 
of finished product per week) success may come 
with one lihat has a life of from five to ten years, 
and failure with one that only lasts one year. 

The cost of the material produced must cover 
renewals to plant. Thus, the amount to be added 
win vary between £10,000 and £1,000 per annum, 
as the plant lasts one year or ten. 

A charge of £10,000 would amount to £50 per ton 
in the former case, and only £5 in the latter. 

The former would probably be prohibitive. The 
value of past experience!, which can produce a plant 
lasting ten years instead of one, is too evident for 
discussion. Works experience alone can, in the 
majority of cases, enable a plant to be designed that 
will approach the latter figure. 

Results obtained on Small Manufacturing Plant.— 
As a result (rf a two or three months' run on the 
experimental plant, data will be obtained enabling 
an estimate to be prepared covering the yield, ana 
results which should be obtained on the final and 
large plant. Its minimum should be determined 
with a safe degree of accuracy. 

By a careful examination of the plant an estimate 
may 8^ be obtained as to its probable life. If the 
estimate obtained is unsatisfactory, the process may 
be discarded, or else further improvements soi^ht to 
overcome the specific difiSculties observed. If neces- 
sary, tibiese can be tested on the same plant before 
proceeding to the erection of the final one. 

During the time of working care will be taken 
to check efficiency at each stage. In this way 
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inefficiency can be discovered, and special means 
taken to improve those sections of the plant. 

All available information must be collected as to 
actual running conditions. The pl^t must be 
operated with the same care as if it were a full scale 
one. The operations must be followed in every de- 
tail, for it is much easier to make alterations at this 
stage than on the large plant. 

Any additional observations, which suggest that 
further* improvements can be made in plant construe- 
tion or working conditions, must be again considered 
when designs are prepared for the fuial plant. 


Large S<^e Operations . — K time will arrive when 
It IS conadered that no further advantage can be 
seemed by delaying the selection of the large plant 
and Its erection. ^ ' 

The flow-sheet covering the processes involved in 
manufacture wm be revised, and checked by the 
re^ts obtamed on the experimental plant. 

The information now available is based upon 
actiid expenence. It will relate to the practical 
working of the proc^, ^d plant, and suitability 
of the materials utilised in plant construction A 
provision^ estimate of the life of the plant will also 
be secured. 


On this information, the final designs of the plant 
will be deaded upon, and plans prepared in the 
dravmg office. These are considwed by all the 
members of the technical staff who are mterested 
m large scale production. 

During actual erection of the plant, further 
resear<ffi will be put in hand. By this means, time 
IS saved, and doubtful points dealt with. 

The orperimental plant should be hept workincf 
up to the tme when the large plant is in active 
operataon. It may then be used for any further 
experimental work. ^ 



WORKING CONDITIONS 


159 


The size of the plant unit requires special considera- 
tion. The partial breaking down of one section of 
the process will correspondingly hold up the whole 
plant. This must be Warded against, merefore the 
unit of actual working should not be too large in its 
relation to the output of the section it belongs to. 

It is inadvisable to reduce the number of units 
in any section below fom. Even then output may 
be reduced by 25 per cent, when a single unit breaks 
down. A better plan is to work with three imits, 
and have one in reserve. 

Manufacturing Results. — ^The three, or six, months’ 
cost sheet for tiie experimental plant will indicate 
how far the original estimates are confirmed on a 
works scale, and how far works efficiency agrees 
with laboratory estimates. 

A careful examination of the cost sheet indicates 
to the practical chemist, or engineer, in what direction 
further, improvements are required. The properly 
prepared cost sheet is an important aid to progress. 
It points out the most expensive section of the plant, 
where efficiency is lowest, and to what extent (in 
theory) it is possible to improve things by further 
investigation. 

This brief description of the way the writer would 
attack the problem of large scale production must 
suffice. This method has given good results in the 
past and it may be considered to be a satisfactoiy 
one for general use. It is not suggested that it k 
the only course to follow, but it is a method which 
l^s brought success where it has been applied. 

It is important that all the respective branches 
of works activity should be interested when a new 
process is being considered. In this way, every 
departmefit will be concerned with success or failure. 
In the latter case, valuable lessons may be learned 
for the future. 



CHEMICAL RESEARCH 


l6o 

V 

It will be seen that there are many important 
points, whidi require consideration during the 
period of small-scale production. 

Among these may be mentioned the following ; — 

(1) Cost of production, as a direct measure of 

efficiency, 

(2) Life of the plant selected. 

(3) Labour reqiiirements, skilled and unskilled. 

(4) Suitable pl^t construction. 

(5) Satisfactory supply of raw materials, at a cheap 

rate. 

(6) Data concerning actual running experience, 

as this can be obtained from ffie running of 
the small plant. 

g Utilisation, or disposal, of by-products, 
almost every case, there will be other considera- 
tions connected with the special operations involved 
in manufactme. These must be carefully looked for, 
and must receive close attention and investigation. 

Once more, the chemist’s work never ends in the 
laboratory, but only commences there. Laboratory 
work, by itself, will never advance industry under 
modem conditions. It is only the initial stage in 
development, and that very often is the easiest of 
all the stages of research and investigation, because 
many factors which make research difficult in the 
worlm are absent. 

Conditions vary with Scale of Operation. — It is 
obviously difficult for some to realise that there is 
an extraordinary difference between laboratory and 
works experience, and that the former 3nay often be 
valueless in itself. 

Wh^ substances are prepared on a scale many 
thousands of times greater than ttiat ever attempted 
in the laboratory, the conditions, of production 
change. These have to be modified in proportion 
to the scale of operations, until at last a point is 
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reached where mechanical or other difficulties 
prevent a further extension in scale production. 

In some cases, the economic limit to working is 
reached before the physical one makes itself a 
controlling factor. In others the reverse is the case. 



CHAPTER XIV 
LARGE-SCALE OPERATIONS 

" The titiriher witts^he dreamer is a passive instrument." 

Victor Hugo. 

Works Practice.— Although it is impossible to 
consider all the conditions, which govern works 
practice, yet a simple case will be taken, so that the 
natmre of the control and the requirements of large 
scale working can be indicated. 

The case selected is the manufacture of synthetic 
phenol from b^ene, the well-known “ Erne prb- 
'cess ” bmg chosen. It will be remembered, that 
when using this method benzene is first sulpho- 
nated, the benzene sulphonic acid produced con- 
verted into its calcium salt, and this into the corre- 
sponding sodium salt. This salt is th^ fused with 
caustic soda, the melt containing sodium phenate 
dissolved in water leaving sodium sulphite i^oluble, 
and phenol set free by adding sulphuric acid in excess. 

A final distillation of the separated layer of phenol 
produced completes the process of manufacture. 

On a large scale many problems present themselves, 
and demand dose attention before a satisfactory 
3deld can be obtained. 

The conditions of manufacture in the works call 
for important modifications in procedure from those 
of the laboratory. Upon the setting up of these will 
depend the successful working of the process. 

The question of the by-producta produced and 
their special treatmait, as tins is required to prevent 
a loss of the products of the main reaction, calls for 
spedal inquiry. 
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The matter of the size and kind of vessel re<mire< 
in the different stages of manufacture is a ^ter 
mining one. The nature of the material used fo 
these vessels, as they may hold add, alkali, o: 
spedal solutions, requires attention. The design o 
the vessels may also influence effidency, often ii 
quite une^ected ways. 

In starting a process of this nature, it is advisabl 
to prepare a so-called flow-sheet. This indicate: 
to the experienced workd the nature of the plan 
required and the relative volumes of the solids o; 
liquids at each stage of manufacture. According t( 
the temperature of reaction in the different opera 
tions involved, so the design of the plant must vary 
Vacuum or ordinary distillation may be required 
The tinie of eadi operation must be determined. 

AH such details will have their influence on plan- 
. design and working conditions. The nmnber o 
working units in each section of the plant must b< 
dedded from a point of convenience. In a badl] 
designed plant, it may be found that when actua 
working commences one, or more, sections of th< 
plant are inadequate for the producing capadty o 
the others. Nothing is more annoying tiian thii 
and much time may be expended in correcting sud 
an error. 

Design of Plant.— In many cases it is impossibL 
to design a dant from the data obtained in th< 
laboratory, ftocesses work so - differently on s 
large scale. Whore a process may be completed ii 
a few minutes in the laboratory, it may ta!ke houn 
or days in the works. 

Setting out the Process.— When the final flow 
sheet is examined it will be seen that it present 
a dear picture of the requirements of works practice 
By calculation, the different sises of vessels can bi 
determined ; the volumes of solutions to be deal 

it— a 
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-with can be estimated. From this flow-sheet the 
lay-out of the plant can be settled. The question 
as to whether one or more buildings should be 
used, and how the process can be best divided up, 
so that a check upon production and efficiency at 
each stage of manufacture can be accurately deter- 
mined, must be considered. The last point is very 
important. Without some such provisions no che(i 
can be kept upon the efficiency of the process of 
manufacture, and. no steps can be taken to improve 
this section by section. 

A reference to the flow-sheet indicates in a 
definite manner the possible sources of direct loss. 
It will be observed that at certain stages of manu- 
facture liquors axe run off, and waste materials, like 
calcium smpbate or sodium sulphate, are thrown out 
of the system. 

Waste liquors and insoluble .precipitates must 
receive special attention, in ordm: tiiat no undue 
escape of other, and more valuable, products may 
occur. 

For instance, the wa^ed sodium sulphite, ^ it is 
sent to the tip-heap may contain 10 per cent, of 
sodium phenate, if it is badly wa^ed, and o-x per 
cent., if It is in a satisfactoiy conffition. Of course, 
experience and research is necessary before the 
latter figure can be obtained, or even approached. 

The <^cium sulphate slu^e from the filter press 
may contain xo p^ cent, of c^dum benzene sulpho- 
nate, or it may, undo: the best conditions, contain 
about 0-2 per cent. A great loss of phenol may 
occur in the waste liquor from the vessd where the 
phaiol is "split off" by acid if not carefully 
watched. 

AH such points, and many others, determine 
collectively whether the effidency of production is 
40 per .cent, on the one. hand or 90 on the other. 
That is to say, the process can dther be worked or 
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not, according to the attention which is paid to all 
the points involved in manufacture. Such points 
cannot be followed up except on chemical lines in 
the works, based upon a constant succession of 
andyses of the different intermediate products in 
the stage of ihanufacture. 

The labour expended upon such control can only 
be efficiently applied when production is carried out 
on a large scale. 

Such a control could not be easily applied to the 
product of, say, one ton per week, but it can be 
when this is 30 tons. This is the secret of large- 
scale production. 

The student will also realise that in a works there 
are certain standing charges, which cannot be 
reduced. When these are spread over a large pro- 
duction, there is a material reduction in the over-all 
cost of production. When the laboratory chemist 
passes to the works and sees mas^ of precipitate 
being washed as easily as he washes 10 grammes in 
the laboratory, the difference in procedure wUl at 
once become evident. 

The mechanical means required to secure such a 
result are often complex. Success may depend 
upon certain small pomts in procedure, which he 
fail to discover for himself, even if he watches 
operations for days at a time. 

Size and Nature of Plant. — ^From the flow-sheet 
the student may try to set but a factory to produce, 
say, 100 tons of phenol per weds. He will at 
once discover that this is a complicated operation. 
What boiler capacity will be required to raise steam 
for the purpose ? Must the steam be superheated or 
not ? What method of heatihg the fusion pots diould 
be adopted so that a control may be obtained within 
a few degrees at a temperature exceeding 300® C. ? 

JIqw ^e the varying solutions arid softds tp bp 
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passed from one reaction vessel to the other ? What 
kind of pumps vrill he required for i-tiis operation ? 
Numbers of such problems will presort themselves, 
and. each one, in its way, is important and may 
influence efficiency of production either from a 
labour or mdterial point of view. 

All such points must be settled by the engineer- 
ichemist. However carefully things may be thought 
out it will always be found that fredx problems 
present themselves during the period of actual 
working. The chemist’s work never ends. There 
are always fresh problems to face— alwa3^ fredi ideas 
to test on a manufacturing scale. 

How many students leaving a coEege have any 
idea how they should proceed m setting up a plant 
of the nature indicated ? And yet the case selected 
is one of the simplest that could be chosen for 
iEustration purposes. If the students were asked in 
examination to set out the conditions for an annual 
production of i,ooo tons of phenol on a basis of an 
85 per cent, efficiency on theory, how many of them 
womd have any idea how to proceed? Yet this is 
the kind of problem, which often occurs in a large 
works manufacturing organic products. 

Works Problems. — ^All students entering a works 
should have some idea as to the problems they will 
have to face, and work out. There is no reason at 
all why the students in a chemical department 
should not have experience in such matters. Were 
they to work-in conjunction with mechanical and 
electrical students the experience would have a 
greater value still. 

No better training could be provided than that 
the students dxould engage upon the jneparation 
[ of a lay-out of a factory, and a consideration of the 
plant required for the manufacture of a recognised 
product, such as the one indicated- 
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If, in addition, they have a class knowledge of the 
nnderl3nng principles of research, they will be able 
to take their place in the works and become useful 
members of the staff in a shorter period. 

Record of Progress on the Plant. — ^There are many 
ways of keeping a strict record of the working of a 
plant. The working of each unit diould be recorded 
kpurly by the chemist in charge. In the respective 
columns devoted to each operation or section of the 
plant a straight line may indicate that the same is 
out of operation, a crooked line that it is producing. 
Where tihe line is straight a note is entered as to 
the cause of the delay in operations. A blank 
indicates that the section referred to is under repair 
or not in use for the time being. This diagram is 
placed in an observation oflhce centrally placed, and 
at any time the chart may be consulted and an / 
immemate idea obtained as to the hourly working 
of the plant as a whole, and sectionally. 

Such a record is a necessary part of efficient 
control, although it is often absent ; the daUy ^eets 
are filed for future record and in themselves supply an 
accurate and useful account of the progress of manu- 
facture and the working of the plant. 

From these a weddy report may be drawn up 
with certainty, aiid this, with a weekly stock-taking 
of raw materials, materials in process (cjdculated 
back to raw materials on the known emciency of 
each section of the plant), and an ac^unt of output, 
will give a fair idea as to the working of the plant 
from week to week. 

Where the cost of production is also required, this, 
too, may be calculated from the above data, cost , 
of repairs and renewals being allocated to .the same 
upon a basis, wMch wfil vary vnth the nature of the " . 
work, and alw with the special ideas of the manager,- 
or proc^ dieniist. ■ 
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The costing department, which prepares such 
details, is a most important aid to correct and proper 
working, and is always present, and fully utilised, 
in a modem works. 

In every case, scientific control pays for itself over 
and over again. 

The Chemist and Process Labour. — 'The process 
chemist acts as a link between the management and 
labour. In dealing with the actual manufacturing 
operations he will come into close contact with the 
process hands, who carry out such manual operations 
on the plant as are necessary to its working. 

The efficient handling of men is a matter of prime 
importance. In the first place, the men must have 
confidence in the leadersmp of the works or shif t 
chemist, and they must be treated with tact and 
consideration. At the same time a system of dis- 
' dpline must be set up, as this is necessary to efficient 
rumiing. 

In thedevelopment of new processes, or the rurming 
of old ones, much depends upon the class of workmen 
employed on the plant. Where they take an 
intelligent intarest in things, the work of the process 
chemist is far less laborious. The skill of the work- 
man is of course primarily dependent upon his 
education and the kind of instruction he has received 
from those who direct his operations. The process 
chanist, where he directs labour, must be able to 
impart his instructions to the workmen in an 
intelligible manner. 

To a great exten^ the suitabffity of the conditions 
of actual working is largely in me hands of the 
process chemist. 

In a modem diemical work^ the workmen, who 
understand their duties and re^se the actual part 
played by those concerned with routine work, and the 
added -value of the work of those engaged in the 
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further development of industry, are the ones, who 
are most useful 

The workmen must be made to realise that they 
must, from a want of knowledge of the many difficult 
problems concerned with works procedure, act under 
instructions of those who have such specialised know- 
ledge. There is a distinct call for a better under- 
standing on this point. 

The way labour is utilised must also be understood 
by all those who direct operations. Co-operation 
in labour is known as simple, or complex. Iii the 
former case a number of men help each other in the 
same emplo3mient. In the latter case they aid each 
other in cufierent employments. Thus one may make 
cloth, the other prow wheat. One may direct, the 
others carry out instructions. 

In most chemical works, certain men are required 
to carry out certain operations and to follow instruc- 
tions m an ordered sequence. Their work will, 
therefore, be valuable when the instructions issued 
are satisfactory in their nature, -and when they are 
followed intelligently. 

Much of the work of the process chemist is taken 
up in controlling manufacture by directing labour. 
The workman has, in the majority of cases, completed 
his work when he has carried out instructions iii 
their proper order, and at the proper time. 

The advance, which has taken place in our knoW'. 
ledge, as this has be^ obtained by research, has 
placed such a gap between those who direct and 
those who carry out operations, that the latter 
have not the knowledge to understand the underlying 
principles involved. 

Labour and Improvements on the Plant. — ^After 
working for some time on a process, an intelligent 
worknm will often offer sikgestions concerning 
improvements in detail. These are generally 
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empirical, but they are often of value, the more so 
when one remembers that they have oxidated 
owing to intimate connection with the plant itself. 

In dealing with labour, the process chemist or 
manager must rely upon a sjrmpathetic understand- 
ing between the workmen and himself, and the 
workman must be brought to ^ee by actual experience 
that the i)rocess chemist is fully able to carry out 
the operations, and that he is not asking the men to 
do something that he carmot do himself. 

The great thing is to so carry out control, and 
mantdacture, that the workman is brought to an 
understanding that control must rest with those, who 
use their brains rather than their hands. 

On the other hand, he must equally understand 
that a great deal depends upon the way he works : 
that by careful attention he may help to keep the 
plant m better running order, and increase its life 
by so doing. 

When this spirit fe fostered, the monotony of 
routine work is greatly reduced. 

Although such matters as these belong to the 
works, the student will do well to remember that 
any iiiformation he can obtain on such matters will 
be aU to the good, and make his subsequent period 
of probation in the works a shorter one. When he 
actually enters upon his duties in the works, as a 
process chemist, and he finds that he is gaining the 
confidence of those he directs, he may rest assured 
that he is traveUing on the right road and that he 
possesses the power of sympathy, as well as control 

A sign of inefficiency at some stage of manufacture 
often indicates a want of S3mipathy between the 
workmen and the process chemist. The undue 
presence of industrial fatigue is also a sign of ineffi- 
ciency in control, or of a badly designed plant. 

Advance often comes from working back to the 
^use of some defective condition in manufacture^ 
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and altering existing conditions so that they n\ore 
readily comply •with ef&dent working. 

Thus the skill of the workman must oftdi be 
dependent upon the knowledge possessed by the pro- - 
cess diemist. Mill pointed out that the number of 
persons fitted to direct and superintend any ind'vidual 
enterprise, or even to dcecute any process, which 
cannot be reduced almost to an affair of memory, or 
routine, is always short of the demand ; that to this 
is due the difference between, the salaries paid to 
such persons and the •wages of ordinary labour. 

Although this difference has been greatly reduced 
by the recent advances in the rate of wages paid as 
compared to any advance in salaries, yet the same 
principle holds in the majority of cases. The 
chemist must therefore realise that his superior 
position is entirely due to his greater knowledge, 
and that he must do all he can to apply this to some 
useful end. 

Labour’s Position in the Works. — ^To sum up, the 
scientific investigator is mainly occupied -with opera- 
tions which have not been established, or previously 
suspected. Ordinary labour is concerned with the 
canying out of operations, which have been regu- 
larised by experience and set out in such a manner 
that a knowledge of their true meaning is not 
necessary for this successful operation. The reason 
why the operations are carried out, or their true 
nature, may be hidden. No doll beyond that of 
common sense is necessaiy. Skilled workers in the 
factory work on empirical lines, and act under 
instructions, or at the dictates of their own previous 
experience. 

The scientific worker, by a mefital process, invents 
new methods, or means of action. These, in their 
turn, are followed up and operated mechanically by 
the workers. 

Sci^ce bein^ a branch of industry, practical 
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researdi is a t3;pe of jpionea: and highly skilled labour, 
where thought and action are relatively complex 
and sustain^. In time the results are incorporated 
in works practice, becoming routine work for those 
who operate the actual processes or aid in production • 
on a l^ge scale. 

The relative value of the brain and normal workers 
in industry is imder constant discussion. A concrete 
base is that of an investigator who, by thought and 
knowledge, discovers a new steel which may double 
the output of the lathe. By such an innovation, the 
labours of a himdred thousand mechanics may be 
made twice as productive. That such labour should 
be classed with that of an entirely routine worker 
is beside the mark. Generally, the former influences, 
from the time of the discovery, the output of 
others. Manual labour only influences, or modifies, 
the action of the individual himself. 



CHAPTER XV 

THE STUDENT AND HIS COURSE OF TRAINING 

“ The vivid and creative mind, hy virtue of its qtudities, is 
a spasmodic a^ adventurous mind. It resents blinkers and 
the mere impUeation that it can be driven in harness to /A0 
unexpected.’* — H. G. Wells. 

The Student’s Pi^ition. — ^The combination of 
knowledge and experience is the essence of scientific 
endeavour. The course of instruction ^ould there- 
fore follow a system, which leads directlv from the 
college to •&e works without a break. The course 
of instruction is a part of the life history of ^e 
working chemist, and not a thing apart. 

In the development of an efirdent system of 
instruction great strides have been made in this 
country since the “ eighties,” but further changes 
become imperative as recogmtion comes of the fact 
that the college must fall into line with general 
practice, and that the training required by the stu- 
ddit shall be of a more general nature, and not 
confined to Uboratory practice, and the theory (for 
the time bdng) whidi is supposed to describe the 
actual working of natural processes. 

In the practical course of chemical training, which 
will completely meet the req^ements of students, 
who are to engage in chemical industry or investisp.- 
tion, certain very definite conditions are essential 

First, wd foremost, a knowledge of the framework, 
upon which all research is rmsed, should be imparted 
to the student at an early stage. The prindples 
enumerated in this small volume, and possibty a 
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good deal more, should be known to all students. 
Otherwise their training will be superficial, and not 
based upon the actual principles of research, which 
underlie these. The student , ^ould not be lejft to 
gatiher these particulars for himself. They diould 
be imparted to him at the beginning of his course 
of instruction, and he should be impressed with 
the importance of having a satisfactory knowledge 
of the basis of the whole fabric, upon which he will 
work and has his scientific being. 

The student generally starts practical work with 
a fair knowledge of theory and experiment Both 
may be out of date before he is very much older, but 
the principles underl3nng all this work and e^ierience 
will last. He will realise that the things which 
matter are conc^ed with the framework; that 
all the rest is merely a temporary, if progressive, 
filling, whidi persists and must persist until some 
other experience, greater than observation and 
experiment, takes its place. 

The knowledge of the why and wherefore of 
research will always serve and carry the student into 
the works with a correct idea of mvestigation, one 
which will enable him to immediately enter into his 
work without the delay caused by a more or less 
complete readjustment of bis ideas^ 

It is necess^ for the student, in the latter part 
of his instructions, to have personal knowledge, and 
this is gained by direct contact with the actual 
operations of research, or original investigation. 

Knowledge as set out in the average text or 
reference books does not pretend to convey the 
impressions which are essential to a correct training. 
Routine work in the laboratory, where student after 
student repeats the same ta^, does not engender 
the right spirit of research. It produces riie &d of 
trained investigator, on whom H. G. WdJs pours 
'such scorn and who is seen in the wor^, helpless 
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and hopeless in any sustained e£Eort, or serious work 
where an3rthing more than routine is required. 

In many cases, the student’s time is taken up 
with study of det^ where he should be dealing with 
principles. The difference in the mental training in, 
these two cases is fundamental. The one is basic, 
the other ephemeral. When he does not study the 
principles of the framework and the deeper and 
wider philosophy of his work, his training xs neces- 
sarily incomplete. Its presence keeps ^owledge 
fresh ; gives an idea of its true value ; leads 
onwards. 

On the method of imparting knowledge of the 
principles of research and the technique of the same 
there is some disagreement. Based upon a some- 
what wide experience in works practice, the writer 
came to the conclusion that this can be best achieved 
by the teaching of the principles of research in class. 
Individual research alone is, m many cases, likely to 
lead to a restricted idea of , values where a student 
follows the example of one man. 

Physically, too, it is impossible for every student 
to have the advantage of a close companiondiip with, 
an experienced investigator, let alone a great thinker. 

Again, in practice, it has been observed that this 
latter process does not always give satisfactory 
resrdts. Students do not som^ow gain the object 
of their training by such means, as they should in 
a more organised course of instruction, tmless they 
are in the closest touch with an original worker. 

System of Instruction in Research. — ^It therefore 
seems that the only sound method is that the original 
research carried on in a diemical department riiould 
be open to the personal inspection of all the students 
of the department at some stage of their training, 
and that they diould have the opportunity of 
following this to the best of their ability. 
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Siidi a process brin^'the diemical department in 
line -with me medical department (so far as practical 
researdi is concerned). It is submitted also that 
tliis should be one of the main branches of college 
' training. 

As a secondary measure, the students, in groups, 
should repeat some classic (and easy) examples of 
research in a)l their detail. 

Just as training is imparted (in the general 
laboratory) in the ordinary methods of analysis, so 
instruction ^ould follow (in the research laboratory) 
in the methods which make up and control research. 
This course seems so essentiru that it is again put 
forward as a definite aim. 

Future Developments in Instruction. — ^When the 
history of the last thirty years is written, great stress 
will undoubtedly be laid upon the rise of tibe Heuristic 
method, of instruction, and the name of Professor 
H. E. itrmstrong will ever be closely cormected with 
this important development, which has certainly 
made the college course a more practical one. 

The next step to be taken wifl be (in the writer’s 
opinion) the further one of combining all diemical 
experience and selecting a coU^e course of instruc- 
tion based upon this wider knowledge. This should 
be set out by the workers in both the collie and 
the economic world 

This should not take the shape of an extension in 
the so-called technical course, but should follow the 
course of a wider and more satisfactory general 
course, which will make provision for tiie points 
mentioned. 

,, Professor Armstroiig’s advice, " Young man, 

I think for yourself,” is admirable. In the larg^ 
course, it wm be r^tive to the student obtainmg a 
satisferCto:^ training and instruction, in the control-, 
ling prindples, as these must disdpline his thoughts. 
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ich time will be saved if information is given — as 
can be given — of the basic principle upon which 
owledge rests. 

It is held, therefore, that the path of future 
ogress is best indicated by a careful consideration 
the requirements of the practical man; that, 
hough a great step was taken when the Heuristic 
jthod was put into practice, a further step is 
cessary before the training of students can be 
nsidered to be satisfactory. This step calls for 
e considCTed opinion of all those, who axe engaged 
practical work, and the co-ordination of the whole 
tivities of chemistry. As knowledge of the things 
industry advances, it must be jdtered to meet 
;ered conditions, and correspondingly improved? 
le student must feel that, although he is taking 
rt in a sectional activity, this is thoroughly up to 
te; not up to date in one direction only and 
complete in others. 

It^is not sufficient that an observer diaU have a 
nsiderable knowledge of what 1ms already been 
imed in his special branch of science, it is neces- 
ty that he shall have all available information 
out the underlying principle and methods adopted 
len the loiowledge was obtained., The latter is 
more importance than the former, yet in many 
ses it is passed by with a mere reference, or else 
regarded!. 

The practice of the college must conform to and 
ree with that of the modem works. It must not be 
practice, which is not met with in the works. In 
e setting up of a somewhat false idea as to what 
actice is, the college course has failed to give the 
st results. The Imowledge of what is practical 
ust be gained in the world of practical things. 

Scheme of Training. — A scheme similar to that 
heated would naturally include a knowledge of 

C.R. “ 1* 



CHEMICAL RESEARCH 


178 

power requirements, steam consumption, water 
supply, disposal of waste products, the selection of 
smtable materials for plant construction, and a host 
of other problems which may influence efficiency. 
A knowledge of text-book chemistry is but a small 
point in this development. It is by the things which 
are not in text-books that efficiency is brought about 
in the works. Only actual practice in the methods 
of realising what these points are can sustain such 
a training. The college, which neglects this larger 
side of (ffiemical experience, does not give a satis- 
factory training to the student who intends to enter 
a chemical works and does not intend to confine 
his attention to laboratory work. It must not be 
imagined that the practical side of works practice 
can be imagined within the college walls, for then it 
will take the form of a practice, which is based upon 
the one-sided laboratory experience, and leave out 
of consideration the wider and more direct methods 
of production on a large scale, which, after all, is 
the main object of chemistry and the only practical 
mainstay it possesses. 

Information Required in Works Practice. — ^As 
industrial science becomes more complex and working 
conditions more difficult, the training necessary for 
those who are to engage in such work will change 
correspondii^ly. 

Many subjects, which are not yet brought into 
the practical course, will have to be considered. 
Beyond everything the worker should gain some 
e^erience or knowle(^e of works conditions while 
his mind is in a receptive state. 

This knowledge cannot be gained in the laboratory. 
The more general part of a diemist's experience can 
only be met •vrith m large-scale production. But a 
good idea of its nature can be learned during the 
student stage. 
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If there were no application, knowledge would be 
sterile. It is mainly useful as a guide to practice. 

From this standpoint, it is the more essential that 
those, who teach in our colleges, should have a 
personal knowledge of the nature of practical work, 
and that they should realise that even if academic 
knowledge is ultimately found to be valueless as 
an expression of actual fact, that it may be of 
considerable interest and value to the practical 
worker. 

The absence of an efiScient co-operation between 
the works and the college has 1^ to many mis- 
understandings both in practice and training. Just 
as it is impossible for a man to realise the nature of 
another’s work xmless he inquire into its details, and 
understands its aims and objects, so the demon- 
strator in a college must lack a prop^ sense of 
works experience ^ess he inquires mto it, and tries 
to understand the difiEerent attitude adopted by the 
practical worker from that of the academic one. It 
K necessary for the college worker to understand 
the point that there is a dKtinct difference between 
works and college practice, that the latter is not 
necessar^ of value in the >vorks. 

Period of Instruction and Training. — ^This matter 
has mven rise to a good deal of discussion, and wiU 
contmue to do so until the different sections of 
activity are so co-ordinated that it matters little 
how time is divided. 

Generally it is aneed that the college course 
^ould not be less than four years. When such a 
course is followed it is evident that a maximum of 
experience and knowledge should be acquired, and 
it would seem that the student riiould have plenty 
of time during this period to obtain a clear msight 
into principles, if not detail The Institute of 
Chemistiy accepts this period as a satisi^ctory one 

la— « 
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when considering the qualifications of those it 
examines, with the reservation, that, in addition, a 
further three years should be spent in actual practice 
before the Fellowship is granted. In this mrection 
it has done good service. Its insistence on a code 
of professioim conduct is also sound. 

A Student’s Holiday. — ^The student should un- 
doubtedly gain some experience of. works practice 
during the receptive years of his life. 

The college vacation is considered necessary as a 
rest period, so far as college experience is concerned. 
The three, months’ summer vacation is probably a 
correct provision imda: existing conchtions both for 
student and teacher. 

Part of this pmod may with great advantage be 
spent in a works. The writer definitely promises 
any student, who will follow this course, that he will 
gam a distinct advantage. 

It will introduce him to actual practice. Let him 
take service as a process man if need be. Thus he 
will gain experience in the ways of the workers he 
must ultimately control and direct. 

Post-Graduate Work. — In certain quarters it is 
held that students diould enter upon a post-graduate 
course of research at the college. Tt is doubtful 
whether this course is a good one for the chemist, 
except in cases where he conimes his attention to 
laboratory work. In this case' the further contact 
with research conditions, as these are carried out on 
academic hues, may prove useful in some cases, in 
others not. 

The period between the ages of seventeen and 
twen'ty-three is a critical one. During this firrift the 
chemist’s future will i>robably be settled. 

His brain is jparticularly receptive to otitade 
influence, and it is as well that he ^ould gain an 
insight into the conditions of practical working 
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during the period. This can be achieved if he enters 
the works during the vacation. 

Later on, ideas have become stereotyped and have 
a way of persisting through life. Tne absence of 
an early practical es 5 )erience, in many cases, inter- 
feres with the more practical side of work and 
restricts development. 

On the one hand the student must gain know- 
ledge, and on the other experience. Many fail to 
secure the full benefit of botit. Far too much stress 
has been laid upon the matter of examinations. 

Preparing for these is an. aid to knowledge, but 
not experience. There is a Plimsoll line in training, 
as there is in navigation. It is as dangerous to 
overload a mind with detail, just as to overload a 
vessel with cargo. 

The extraormnary importance of a practical train- 
ing therefore is seen, and the responsibility, which 
rests upon those who determine the comrse of 
instruction, cannot be over-estimated. 

The very efiSdency of a training in chemistry may 
disguise the fact that it might be very much more 
useful to the student if it were more embracing in its 
aims and more practical. The last term is used in 
its gaieral sense rather than in that, which it is used 
in me laboratory. 

Work in the laboratory is only practical so far 
as laboratory work is concerned. There is a wider 
side of chemistry, which brings with it a greater 
recognition in the industrial world. It is for this 
that the student should Be trained and prepared. 

The College Staff. — It is always interesting to 
examine a college training, which prepares a man 
for an industrial experience. This should gmffd on 
the one hand, against a merely technical training in , 
things as they are, and on the other, should impart 
an insight into the methods, which must be adopted 
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when an attempt is made to apply such knowledge 
in the works. 

Just as a merely technical training will leave the 
worker high and dry at some important stage in his 
career, so a too theoretical one will prevent his 
reaching this stage of useful application. 

It may he agreed that sucm a training might 
lengthen the college course. This is not material 
if Ihe training is really efficient in its method. Any 
system, whidi does not comply with this requirement, 
shordd he substituted by one that does. There is 
only one standard for a teaching course in practical 
science as it applies to the ordinary student, and that 
is its efficiency as a link in industrial progress. On 
any other basis it clogs the wheels of progress. This 
should be remembered by those who remain in the 
college to teach succeeding generations of students. 

Such men should do all they can to understand 
and keep in touch with the requirements of the life 
they are barred from following by their decision to 
continue in the college. Otherwise they will soon 
become stale and out of touch with real conditions. 
And their students, in their turn, will have to gain 
their eiqperience after leaving the college. 

This is a shortcoming, which should be minimised. 
It would be better fqr the teacher to spend two years 

an interregnum in the works and thus break the 
continuity of his collie life. Even then, if he does 
not keep closely in contact with industrial affairs, he 
will soon lose touch with working conditions. 

As soon as research becomes old fashioned it must 
be replaced by more efficient methock of working, 
and very often changes in organisation, which in 
their turn will set up a system of new ideas and 
methods. These are not published to the world for 
obvious reasons. Yet somehow they must be realised 
in the college, and allowed for in the general course 
of training. 
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At stated mtervals, the members of the staff in 
American Universities obtain a period of leave 
during which they travel to European centres of 
learning, and thus keep their mmds fresh, by 
observing the progress made in other directions. 
If this is not possible in this country the members 
of the staff should each keep closely in touch with 
some particular industry, and wherever possible visit 
the works connected with the same, thus keeping 
in touch with progress as it is represented in the 
same. 

The Student’s Aims. — ^The late Sir William Osier ' 
always gave his fbrst 3rear medical students advice, 
which was of so practical a nature that it may be 
repeated here : — 

“The master word is work. Throw away in the 
fbrst place all ambition beybnd that of doing a day's 
work well. 

" Take no ikought for the morrow. Live neither 
in the past nor the future, but let each day’s work 
absorb your entire energy. 

“ The value of experience is not in seeing much, but 
in seeing wisely. 

“The secret of successful working lies in the sys- 
tematic arrangement of what you have to do, sind . 
in the methodical performance of it. 

“ Do not get too deeply absorbed to the exclusion 
of all outside interests. No matter what it is, have 
an outside hobby.” 

During his early period of training, a chemist will 
do well to take up some hobby, like photography; 
one that will relax his thoughts, and yet bring 
valuable experience and knowledge of general thirds. 
The camera, especially if it is used in conjunction 
with the microscope, is especially valuable. Its use 
ca^ for dbcisioni, and calculation of somewhat un- 
known conditions. An almost immediate conhrma- 
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tion is obtained as to the accuracy of the student’s 
decisions. 

Every chemical student ^ould be a capable 
photographer. It is impossible that this 'will not at 
some time prove advantageous. 



CHAPTER XVI 


he general recording of results and 

OTHER MATTERS 

" I know not what the world may think of my labours, but to 
yself I seem to have been only like a boy playing on the sea- 
iore, and diverting himself in now and then finding a smoother 
ibble or a prettier shell than ordinary, while the great ocean of 
nth lay CM undiscovered before me ," — Newton. 

The field of experimental research is ever widening ; 
ach discovery is but a. stepping-stone to others, 
ingle observations may (as in the past) give rise to 
.ew sciences, called into existence by new facts or 
nowledge. There is no finality to research. 

The great ocean of truth as truly lies undiscovered 
■s in the day of Newton. It may always remain 
mfathomable, and refuse to be defined in our system 
'f thought. 

_ The natural development in the field of investiga- 
ion is of particular importance to the student. 
The increased tendency to subdivision and the 
iividing up of science into a number of more or less 
vater-tight compartments (for which there is 
jbviousljr no coxmterpart in Nature), is a defect, 
which it is impossible to ignore. Comparison of the 
results arrived at in one section with mose obtained 
.n another will hardly fail to indicate new lines for 
Investigation and widen knowledge. The young 
investigator should pay special attention to this 
point. Knowledge is extended in this way. 

The application of the latest developments in 
colloidal diemistry to the theory and practice of 
dyeing, brewing, filtration, and the study of 
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solutions and thw properties, are examples of 
this work. 

i The student need only remember the importance 

of this application to the manufacture oi photo- 
! ^aphic emulsions to appreciate this point. 

In the different branches of physical chemistry 
; this interrdependence is specially called for. 

I The student, anxious to realise the inwardness of 

1 things rather than to act as a mere recorder of diverse 

phenomena, in terms of certain set mettods of 
expression, will recognise this, and by choosing such 
a subject for investigation may set out with reason- 
able promise of success. 

Use of Mathematics. — Research which involves a 
mathematical treatment is a source of inspiration 
» to many, if it be a trial to othere. The conditions 

\ of research have been so modified of late years 

: that it is almost impossible for the investigator to 

; carry it on in a satisfactory maimer without a 

working Imowledge of mathematics. This has not 
i ' been sufficiently recognised in the past. The 

- methods of teaching this subject also have often 
j . been so academic that the student has failed to 

; ' appreciate the importance of its practical utihty. 

I The far-reaching effect of me application of 

: mathematics to experimental sciences is seen on all 

' ■ sides. It is impossible to consider certain branches 

; of chemistry without it. Its extended use in the 

i science of en^eering, or in physics, will be a 

! constant reminder to the chemist of its practical 

} value when its use is kept within reasonable bounds, 

j The statement has been generally made that from 

his method of thought the chemist can never be 
' ' a transcendental mathematician. This may or may 

I not be so, but the general investigator has no such 

I need. He may be content with a sufficient working 

knowlec^e of the practical side of this secondary 
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science. The worker who has not this knowledge 
may be referred in the first instance to a " Course 
of Practical Mathematics/' byr Saxdby, or to 
“ Higher Mathematics for Chemical Students,” by 
Partington. Either of these will indicate that the 
subject may be treated in a manner, which brings it ' 
within the grasp of any chemist, and also one cannot 
fail to gain advantage from a working knowledge of 
this subject. 

A certain want of understanding between the 
workers in chemistry and physics has been traced 
to the fact that in the absence of a common use of 
mathematics, different methods for expressing results 
are employed. 

The mathematical expression of laws, or generalisa- 
tions are, as a rule, simple in proportion to their 
usefulness. A simple arithmetical expression is 
generally basic; a complicated formula, empmcal, 
and only useful for workmg purposes when conditions 
are fairly constant. 

Experience indicates that the simpler a generalisa- 
tion the more likely is it to be a true one. An 
arithmetical property, which depends upon a simple 
ratio, is far more likely to survive than one which is 
obscure in some of its factors. Such a law may be 
expected to vary with every change in con<htion, 
and to only apply over a narrow range of experience. 
It is empirical, not relative. In ways it is equiva- 
lent to a process in industry, where results can only 
be repeated with any certainty so long as certain 
unknown or empirical conditions remain constant. 

In pure science, matibematics plays a very important 
part. It is absolutely essential to our methods of 
research. It bridges chasnas, which thought alone 
could never pass, and pushes research into regions 
where expressions must otherwise be purely empirical 
or conjectural Subs^uent experiment has often 
con&rmed results anticipated by mathematical means. 
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As a means of collecting data and arranging this 
in terms of general expression, mathematics holds 
the field in undisputed fashion. 

It has been pointed out, that many set a low value 
on the usefulness of mathematical knowledge, because 
it is not realised that the mathematician rarely, or 
never, reveals the secret whereby he discovers the 
method by which he obtains the result ; that while 
the problem is always solved by analysis, yet, in its 
final expression, the result is expressed by deduction. 
Also, that while deductive reasoning seemingly 
appears to form the essence of mathematical expres- 
sion, it is a mistake to imagine that the actual work 
of the mathematician is of a deductive character. 

When this important point is not realised, it would 
seeih that the work of me mathematician is simple, 
eadi step following directly from the previous one, 
so that the process seems to demand no real 
intellectual effort. 

Discovery obtained by mathematics is implied in 
previous knowledge, since it is logically, deducible 
from the same. An exercise of judgment, as in 
experimenting, is not called for. The degree of 
evidence cannot be altered in mathematics, or quali- 
fied in any way. It is, therefore, obvious that only 
where such results can be compared with those 
obtained by direct measurement that there can be 
any certainty as to the results obtained. At the 
same time, a good deal of skill is required in -the 
selection of the premises so that unperceived, or 
unthought-of, results may be achieved. 

Mathematics sometimes confirm results obtained 
by the practical worker in a satisfactory manna:. 
Thus it has recently been i^own by R. Becker that 
when the theory of detonation is developed mathe- 
matically the results are of the same order as for 
“ detonation temperature ” and pressure produced 
M those observed experimentally. 
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Methods of Recording Results. — Gr^t importance 
hould be attached to the r^stration of aU details > 
f past work. Nothing is more anno3dng than 
he search for information the reference to which 
as been mislaid. This record should cover as 
xtensive a field as possible, on both the theoretical 
nd practical sides. All such references must be 
lassified, preferably by card index, rather than 
y note-book, so that mey may be kept in a con- 
enient form for futur;e reference. In a few years 
his source of information becomes one of considerable 
alue. A note-book for immediate use, and such a 
^stem of registration as some form of alphabetically 
rranged record or Card index, are aids to systematic 
ivestigation. 

All observations, aind any provisional conclusions 
ased upon them, should be immediately restored. 

L.t stated intervals, the progress of the investigations , 
lust be closely examined, notes written up, and the 
ifluence of any further results obtained on the 
irection of the research carefully thought over, and 
ny possible developments arising out of them noted, 
a the long run this saves much time and secures a 
itisfactory record of results. This is a matter of 
nportance, and a necessary condition to systematic , ; 

'ork. ; ! 

it is interesting to note that Faraday, who is 
jcognised as probably the most precise investigator : 

f die nineteenth century, had (accordmg to Tyndall) ! 

sense of . order which “ ran hke a luminous beam ' ■, 

irough ail the transactions of life.” His notes I 

•ere found to be numbered, the last paragraph being | 

jgistered as No. 16,041. j 

Publication of Results. — ^This subject raises con- | 

■derations of great moment to the investigator. j 

Then research work is conducted to a successful i 

isae in a college or university, it is nearly always j 
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publidiedL In other cases publication may defeat 
the whole object of the research unless, at the same 
time, protection by patent is obtained. 

Publication may take place through the medium 
of the recognised societies, in which case the commu- 
nication is submitted to the secretary for consid^- 
tion by the Publication Committee. One obvious 
advantage 6t this method is that the communication 
may be read before the members and discussed. 

The third method of direct publication is in the 
form of a monograph, treatise, book, or pamphlet. 
This is the method least often adopted in this country 
owing to the question of personal expense and 
distribution. 

Effect of Publication. — In pure research, which 
remains static, the only way of obtaining any adv^- 
tage is by publication. The only advantage which 
such work can bring is in its application. 

The assumed disadvantage of the non-publication 
of technical research is not so great as might be 
expected. The protection which goes with this is 
only just. It is the equivalent of that given under 
patent law to those who are willing to publish their 
discoveries in return for a period of monopoly. 

In many cases such a procedure is unwise. In 
some cases the publication of results by patent set 
others working’ on .similar lines. Protection is 
rightly sought in some cases by secret working 
instead of by patent. 

No manufacturer can be expected to give to the 
world the advantages he has secured by superior 
enterprise and investigation. Secret working leads 
to progress. No firm can afford to let others have 
a monopoly of the advantages which come by 
research. They must experiment. In the long run 
such information as may be gained leaks out or is 
duplicated in other wor^. 
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The Chemist wiU therefore see why it is so impos- 
sible for firms to allow the publication of results, 
which have been secured for private ends. 

It is suiprisii^ how long such an advantage 
secured by scientific investigation can be preserved, 
and to what an extent secret working wiU secure an 
advantage. 

Protection by Patent. — ^Closely connected with the 
question of publication is that of protection by letters 
patent. This only applies to a matter, which has an 
mdustrial application, as an abstract idea cannot be 
protected. The only recognition for work of a 
theoretical nature is by publication. 

The question of pubhcation by patent, under which 
the State grants a monopoly of user under certain 
defined conditions, is one wMch can only be decided 
after due consideration of aU the interests involved. 
A provisional protection may be granted for six 
months in this country for a nominal sum, and this 
does not entail pubhcation, if the patent is not 
completed. 

In Germany a technical commission examines all 
patents for novelty and previous publication. In- 
this country the search is confined to English 
patents of the last fidfty years. 

The stage at which a patent ^ould be taken 
out is a matter demanding close attention. If pro- 
tection is obtained before the details have been 
worked out sufficiently for the process to be a work- 
able one, its value is correspondingly small In this 
respect the English Patent Office offers certain advan- 
tages by granting provisional protection. During 
the subsequent period of six months, the detail of 
the invention may be embodied by a final specifi- 
cation. The patent of addition is also a help in this 
direction. 

In modem practice it may happen that only part 
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of the invkition is patented and certain details 
remain secret. Such a step demands special know- 
ledge and involves questions of policy, which will be 
found to vary in different cases. 

The value of such rights to the investigator is 
difficult to determine. , This may depend upon 
other considerations than that of the importance 
of the research. Utihty is a matter of chief con- 
cern, and is a necessary qualification from the legal 
standpoint. 

Facilities for Research in this Country. — These have 
not been generally available in the past, and it 
may be argued that this has greatly impeded researdi 
in this country. Many of the provincial universities 
now advertise facilities for research, and the Royal 
Society and the Chemical Society have at their 
disposal limited funds, which they disburse by way 
of grants, prizes, scholarships, etc. Research is also 
conducted at such institutions as the National 
Physical Laboratory, the Royal Institution and 
certain other researdfi stations. 

Some of the scientific and technical societies 
form committees to determine certain points by 
investigation. For instance, the Institute of 
Engineers has appointed a Gas Heating Committee, 
which reports from time to time (see /. Gas Lighting, 
1910, 2, 810), and the Institute of Metals has dealt 
with the corrosion of metals and other problems. 

The Government offices have also from time to time 
appointed cornmittees to deal with points, which more 
or less involve chemical investigation (see Times 
Eng. Sup., September 21st, 1910). The publications 
of me Bureau of Mines at Washingt<m, U.S.A., desd- 
ing with technical researches and progress are also 
of considerable importance. 

Since the war, many trades have considered 
research and 'collectively set up central stations 



193 


I 

REGORDING OF RESULTS ^ 

where problems of common utility can be considered. 
Only the future can determine the aid this will 
bring to modem industry. 

Care will have to be taken that too much reliance 
is not placed upon these trade research stations. In 
many directions they can never replace actual works 
investigation ; nor is this advisable. Success wiU 
still come to those concerns who are fully organised 
on scientific lines right through the worlss, and those - 
who supplement central research by works research 
will in the long run be the ones who survive. They 
will secure the advantage of exclusive information 
on a number of points, which in itself is a sure 
return for any expenditure that may be made in 
securing such information. 

This movement will be carefully watched by those 
who consider that the process of researdh as carried 
out in the laboratory is only a part of the main 
utiUsation of the principles of scientific research in 
its true or economic sense. 

Such a process of collective investigation, as is 
covered by the work at central stations, will be 
useful, or the reverse as it is practical or not. To 
be the former it must have its origin in the works, 
where the necessary observations leading tq such 
work can be made. The process only can lead to 
useful results when the principles of research are 
utilised for their further investigation. 

Some of the more modem univearsities, as, for 
example, that of Sheffield, deal in a similar manner 
with investigation of more or less technical importi 
ance. Thus, in the case m«ationed, the Applied. 
Science Committee has arranged that any new pro' 

brought forward may be tested in the-^ — 
University on a manufactuimg scale, before any 
number of manufacturers adopt thsui. 

"When, therefore, the general question is asked, 
whether it is advisable for the student or general 

c.Ra 13 
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chemist to engage in research, the answer must 
depend upon certain conditions which cover his 
training and knowledge of chemistry, natural adapt- 
ability, and facility for engaging in such work. 
The opportunity and time for conducting such 
investigation may generally be met with even when 
the operator is engaged in practical work. 

The beginner must also determine how far he 
is able to conform to certain conditions before 
attempting such work. Given favourable circum- 
stances, much will depend upon the nature of the 
proposed investigation. In some cases the chances 
of success are possibly more satisfactoi^ when this 
work is carried out in one of the recognised colleges, 
but (according to Gore) only if the professor is an 
initiator, and if he can actumtysj^ngage in the same 
with the student. 

On the other hand, it is certain that many success- 
ful investigators have not worked tmder' these 
conditions, and evidence can be advanced which 
indicates that, in the majority of cases, industruil 
research can hardly be expected to originate in the 
college, for it often owes its origin to observations 
made under practical working conditions. 

In many cases, as in the edectro-chemical and 
other modem industries, which owe their exigence 
to research, investigation has been carried on by 
certain industrial organisations on a scale which 
could not be undertaken under our present coU^e 
^tem. The search for the main and contributory 
causes which give rise to useful phenomena is too 
complicated in its nature for it to be undertaken 
away from the works. 

Future of Research. — Considering the amount of 
research that is carried out by independent investi- 
gators, the contention that this may be best carried 
out in the college or university has not been proved. 
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At the same time, much research requires the aid 
complicated apparatus, and this may be conducted 
at such institutions or central trade laboratories, 
but a certain section of it must remain outside the 
range of the college programme and altogether 
beyond its fiTiaTif.ui.1 means. It may, therefore, 
be necessary to reconsider the available fa.cilities 
offered for such research work in the institutions of 
this country, and to determine their natural Hmita- 
tions and scope, and possibly to secure conditions of 
working, which will facilitate a further advance in 
the required direction. 

In the meantime it is certain that an extraordina^ 
advance has taken place during the last decade in 
this country in the facilities for research, and i^at 
this is making itsdf felt in many of our principal 
industries. 
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Much time 'will be saved if information is given — as 
it can be given — of the basic principle upon which 
knowledge rests. 

It is held, therefore, that the path of future 
progress is best indicated by a careful consideration 
of the requirements of the practical man; that, 
although a great step was taken when the Heuristic 
method was put into practice, a further step is 
necessary before the training of students can be 
considered to be satisfactory. This step calls for 
the considered opinion of aU those, who are engaged 
in practical work, and the co-ordination of the whole 
acti-vities of chemistry. As knowledge of the things 
of industry advances, it must be mtered to meet 
altered conditions, and correspondingly improved: 
The student must feel that, although he is taking 
part in a sectional acti'vity, this is thoroughly up to 
date; not up to date in one direction only and • 
incomplete in othars. 

Itjis not sufficient that an observer diall have a 
considerable knowledge of what has already been 
learned in his special branch of science, it is neces- 
sary that he shall have all available information 
about the underl3nng principles and methods adopted 
when the ^owledge ■was obtained. The latter is 
of more importance than the former, yet in many 
cases it is passed by •with a mere reference, or else 
disregarded. 

The practice of the college must conform to and 
agree ■with that of ■the rhodem works. It must not be 
a practice, wMch is not met with in the works. In 
the setting up of a somewhat false idea as to what 

S ,ctice is, the college course has failed to give the 
t results. The Imowledge of what is practical 
must be gained in the world of practical things. 

Scheme of Training . — A scheme similar to that 
indicated would naturally include a knowledge of 

C.R. ' la 
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imbued •with the importance of knowledge obtained 
by observation, that his system ■virtually sup- 
pressed the corresponding use of deduction. His 
great service ■was in pointing out that all true 
progress lay in a “ graduated and successive induc- 
tion ” where ad'vance proceeded by ordered steps to 
the highest generalisations. 

Modem experience has shown that the Baconian 
method is too limited, and that progress is best 
achieved by the continual use of both induction and . 
deduction. Thus TyndaU held " that the real 
vocation of an investigator like Faraday, consists of 
the incessant marriage of both.” That Boyle was in- 
fluenced by Bacon’s work is generally acknowledged. 

Lemery followed in Boyle’s footsteps, and also 
insisted that chemistry was a science of observation. 
He suggested the natural dmsion of this science into 
its organic and inorganic branches. Boerhaave 
published his ” Elementa Chemia ” in 1732. This 
work greatly influenced the thought of the period. 
The investigations of Priestley and Cavendish, which 
followed, are too well known to demand more than 
passing notice. With those of Lavoisier, Dalton, 
BerzeUus, Prout, and Da^vy, they bring us to the 
early days of the nineteenth century, when Nicholson 
and Carlisle first decomposed water by the aid of the 
voltaic pile. This last observation received great 
attention, deepening the rising interest in this 
progressive science, and materially assisting its 
general development. 

Thus a rapid advance in chemistry followed the 
recognition of the unique value of investigation by 
experiment. Boyle’s suggestion and its definite 
acceptance as the only reasonable source of know- 
ledge of natural phenomena has led up to the com- 
manding position which modem chemistry and the 
experimental sciences occupy to-day. 

By an examination of the developments, which 



